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STATE OF NEW JERSEY, 



Be it Resolved by the Senate and General Assembly of the Stale of 
New Jersey. Sbc. 1. That the Governor, Secretary of State, and 
Committee on Education of the House of Assembly be authorized to 
cause to be published at the expense of the State, such number of 
eopies as they may deem proper of all manuscripts, letters, and other 
matters now in the State Library or office of the Secretary of State, 
aa they may select That they also be authorized to have said copies 
neatly bound, and deposited with the Treasurer of this State, to be 
disposed of as may hereafter be directed by law. 

Sec. 2. And he it enacted^ That the Treasurer be authorized to 
pay on warrant of the Governor, the expense incurred in carrying th^ 
forgoing resolution into effect 

Appsovxd, March 9, 184a 
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PREFACE. 



It is in state papers and among public records, that 
we mast seek for the facts of history. From these the 
historian draws those materials which he combines and 
arranges, until under his hand, they assume the shape 
of a narrative, at once systematic, truthful, and at- 
tractive. 

The American Revolution is one of the most inte- 
resting and unportant events which can occupy the 
attention of a reflecting mind, whether we consider its 
more immediate or its ultimate and probable results ; 
whether we view it as giving existence to a great 
Republic, of unparalleled extent and rapid increase, or 
direct our thoughts to the influence which that republic, 
its free institutions and its bold example, are now eji- 
erting, and are destined still further to exert, upon the 
political and social condition of the other nations of the 
world. 
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It is well known that the State of New Jersey was 
emphatically the battle-ground of the Revolation ; none 
o^ the ''immortal thirteen'* maintained a more promi- 
nent position, or performed a greater amoant of public 
duty, daring that memorable era. It follows, therefore, 
that the Correspondence of the Executive and other 
similar documents which have survived the Revolution, 
are peculiarly interesting. In consequence of the per- 
ishable nature of these manuscripts, and the loss and 
injury to which, from various causes, they are neces- 
sarily exposed in their present situation, the Legislature 
of the State have deemed it expedient to take measures 
to preserve what remained of these valuable records, 
and to collect and arrange them in such a manner, as 
to render them accessible and useful to the student of 
our revolutionary history. By a resolution of both 
Houses, which received the approval of the Governor, 
at the last session of the Legislature, it was provided, 
that the Governor, Secretary of State, and Committee 
on Education of the House of Assembly, be authorized 
to cause to be published at the expense of the State, 
such number of copies as they may deem proper, of all 
manuscripts, letters, and other matters, now in the State 
Library, or office of the Secretary of State, as they 
may select That they also be authorized to have said 
copies neatly bound, and deposited with the Treasurer 
of this State, to be disposed of as may hereafter be 
directed by law. Under this resolution of the Legisla- 
ture, an examination of the manuscripts in question 
has been made. Upon such examination, a considerable 
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PREFACE. m 

Bttmber of the manuscripts were found to be of a pri- 
Tate nature, and these it was not chooght worth while 
to poblish. They would only sweU the size of the 
T(dume, without materially increasing its value. 

The Executive Correspondence of this State during 
the Revdutionary War, was very extensive and vo- 
himinous; but the frequent changes of the seat of 
government, and the many accidents and disasters 
necessarily connected with such a warfare as that of 
which our state was the principal theatre, have scat- 
tared many of the papers. Not a few of them are 
lost ; and of those which remain, some are much muti- 
lated and defaced, partly because they have not been 
kept with proper care, and partly from the disposition 
occasicmally evinced by those who have inspected these 
precious remains of the past, to appropriate to them- 
selves certain portions of the manuscripts as relics of 
the men and events of revolutionary times. In their 
present condition, however, these papers, though in 
many instances disconnected and imperfect, so as not 
to form a continuous chain of public documents, (for 
many links are wanting,) nevertheless contain much 
valuable information, and will be found amply to repay 
the perusal of any one to whom the incidents of the 
revolutionary war, the efforts, the sacrifices, and the 
privations of a patriot ancestry, in their successfol 
struggle for the rights of freemen, frumish matter for 
interesting investigation, grateful emotion, and improv- 
ing reflection. This volume, therefore, is given to the 
world in the hope that its contents will not be found 
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IV PREFACE. 

wholly to disappoint public expectation, either in the 
historical imp<Nrtance of die documents diemselres, or 
the degree of care taken in their selection and arrange<- 
ment for the press. 

Nkwasx, ])ee.28tfa, 18M. 
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Iwmd, ^., ^closed in the foregoing Letter, - 186 

October 4. — General Washington at West Point to the Governor 
—Calling for 2000 men from New Jersey, and urging the 
necessaiy measures for supplying them with Provisions, - 18i 

October 5. — ^From Wm. H. Houston, Ddegate to Congress at 
Philadelphia, to the Governor- Rekdng to the Recal of 
Arthur Lee as Commissioner at Madrid, - - - 191 

October 22-25. — Proceedings of the Legislature of New Yorii, 
on a Proposition of the Legislature of New Jersey, for a 
general regulation and limitation of Prices, - - 195 

October 25. — ^Pierre Van Cortlandt, President of the Senate, and 
Evert Bancker, Speaker of the Assembly of the State of 
New York, to the Governor and Speaker of the Assembly, 
— ^Transmitting the foregoing Proceedings, - - 198 

October 30. — Isiaac Collins to the Legisladve Council — ^In an- 
swer to a call for the author of an Article signed " Cincin- 
natus," in the New Jersey Gazette, - 199 

Naoember 12. — Wm. H. Houston, Delegate to Congress at Iliila- 
delphia, to the Governor — Relating to the Finances — ^Tazes, 
dec. The case of the Sloop Active, &c,, - - - 200 

Naioember 22. — John Witherspoon, Nathaniel Scudder, John Fell, 
and Wm. H. Houston, Ddegates in Congress at Philadel- 
phia, to the Governor — Referring to the Plan for the limita- 
tion of Prices, --.--. 204 

December 21. — General Washington at Morristown to the Gover- 
nor — Requesting the adoption of Measures for calling out the 
whole Militia of the State in the most speedy manner, - 206 

1780. 

Fdfruary 14.— Chief Justice Symmes to the Govemoi^^Rdalive 
to>disa§rMliertsiietuMD threffioete a^ Msn of dM New 
Jersey Line as to the period of enlistments, - 210 
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JVuruarn 17. — Abraham Clai^, Delegate to Congress at Phila- 
delphia, to the Speaker of the Assembly — Inferring to die 
Con?ention for regulating Prices — And sobjects before 
Congress - - 212 

JFdnTtary 20. — General Washington at Morristown to the Gov- 
ernor — ^Transmitting a return of the Quota of the Troops 
from New Jersej, ..... 207 

February 20. — ^The same to the same, - . . . 214 

Mareh20. — The President of Congress to the Governor — ^Rela- 
ting to tiie Act of Congress for bringing in the Continental 
Civrency, .... . . 215 

JMdy 22. — ^Wm. H. Houston^ Delegate to Congress at Philadelphia 
to the Governor — ^Relating to Measures of Flnance-^The 
Embaigo Act, &c. ------ 210 

Jtme 2. — General Washington at Morristown to the Grovemor — 

Calling for Reinforcements, .... 219 

June 4. — ^Wm. H. Houston, Delegate in Congress at Philadelphia, 
to the Governor — ^Informing him of the Capitulation of 
Chaiiestown, - 221 

June 5. — ^The same to the same — ^Endosinff Resolutions of Con- 
gress respecting Deserters and ibe defence of the Interior, 224 

June 12.— Philip Schuyler, Chairman of a Committee of Con- 
gress, then at Morristown, to the Governor- -Relating to 
die critical condition of affairs, . . - . 225 

May 25. — General Washington to a Conmiittee of Congress^— 

Enclosed in the foregoing, .... 228 

June 15. — ^The President of Congress to the Governor — ^Renew- 
ing dieir application for aid, • - • - 281 

June 19. — John Matthews and Nathanid Peabody, Committee of 
Co-operation at Morristown, to the Governor — Repeating 
the solicitations for assistance, and enclosing a Letter from 
General Washington, . • 2S8 

June 19. — General Washington at Springfield, to the Committee 

of Co-operation — Enclosed in the forgoing, • • 2K 

Jipie20. — The same to the same— Refeninff to a proposed 
System of Co-operatbn among die S6v«nl statesi, • - 2S0 

June 28. — ^The same at Rockaway, to die same— Giving 
information of the moveoients of tibie Enemy, and r^terating 
his wish to have die States niged to a spee^ compliance 
with his requisitions, • - . - . 288 

June 2a— The Committee of Co-operation at Momstown, to the 

Governor — ^Enclosing the foregoing, • . - 289 

June 29— The Presidoiii of - CoogNSS lodie CScromor— Calling 
for Funds, - - - • • -240 
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Jtme 30. — General WMhington, at JUmapmfl^, to the Gorenior 
— Relatmg to the time for the arrivml of the new levies^ dee. 242 

July 7. — ^Benjamin Stoddard, Seeretary of the Board of War to 
die Governor — Informing him of two gons at Carliile 
belonging to New Jeney, .... 248 

Amgrni 16. — ^The Conmiittee of Co-operation, at Cgmp Tappan, 
to the GoTeraor--CalIing for Snpjdie^ • - • 244 

Anguit 17. — General Washington, at 6range Town, to the 
Governor — ^Rdating to (iie New Jersey quota of Troops, - 246 

AMgust 19. — ^The Coomiittee of Co operation to the Governor — 
Urging more strennoos ezertiona to reinforoe and snppfy 
the army, - • - - 248 

AMgust 26. — Genera] Washington, at Beigen, to the Govoaor — 

Referring to the prevailing want of Provisions, • 254 

Amgmii 27 — ^.The same to the same — On the same snhject, - 266 

Sepiember S, — ^Tlie President of Congress to the Governor — 
Respecting old and new Bills of Credit, dec. - - 258 

Stpiember 9. — Abraham Skinner, Commissaiy of Prisoners, to 
the Governor — ^Relating to the Jersey Prisoners in the hands 
of the Enemy, - - - • 200 

SepUmber 15. — ^Hendrick Van Brunt, John Mereer, and Bate- 
man Lloyd, in behalf of the Jersey Prisoners of War on 
Long Island, to the Governor — ^Asking the attention of the 
Legulatnre to (heir wants, • • - 261 

H'iAotit Pate.— Timothy Pickering, Q. M. General, to the Legis 

latnre — Setting forth the want of Forage in the Army, • 264 

Seplemher 14. — The President of Congress to the Governor — 

Requesting an inomediate supply of Cattle, - 264 

OdAer 31.— Abraham Clai^, Del^ate to Congress at Philadel- 
phia, to Josiah Homblower, Speaker of the Assembly — 
Commenting upon a Resolution granting half pay for Life 
' to Officers of the Army, ^., . » . . 267 

Dtomher 4. — Judge Wm. Patterson, at Raritan, to the Legisk- 
tnre — ^Declining the appointment of Delegate to Congress, 260 

1781. 

January 15. — ^The President of Congress to ihe Governor — 

Rdating to die Financial Affairs of the country, • • 270 

Febnutrif 8. — ^The same to the same — ^Transmitting Resolves of 
Congress asking for authority to levy a duty upon importa- 
tions, - - - - - - -274 

March 23^ — ^The same to the same — ^Transmitting Acts of 
Congress relatmg to the Currency, and an assessment ai 
six millions, ••-... 277 

May 14.— The same to the sama Belsrti^ to the want of 

Supplies by the Anny, '- • .978 
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Moff 24.— AbnkuD Clark, at Trentoii, to Ae Chairauui of the 
Joiat Meetii^ of the Legialature — ^Rengnitig fab aeat as 
Delegate to CoogreM, . - • . . 379 

Jfiqr 2&.— Geo. Phil Dickhiaoii to Jotiah HoniUower, Speaker 
of the Assembly — ^In relation to the condition of the 
Militaiy Companies in the State, • 380 

Jidy 2S.— Robert Morris, at Philaddphia, to the Goveraop— 

Relating to the aeeoimts of the State, ' - - 282 

Jbtguti 22w — ^The same to the same — ^Referring to the Supplies 

demanded b j Congress, - , - - 987 

Oksfoder2&— Alnaham Claik, Delegate to Congress at Philadel- 
phia, to the Speaker of Assembly — Referring to a division 
of the Islands, 4^, iq Delaware Bay and Kirer between 
Pennsylvania, Delaware and New Jersey, - - 288 

Odtober 81.— The President of Congress to the Governor— 
IVansmitting a Proelamalion, di^, iot gmotd Thanksgiving, 291 

Naomber 21.— The Governor, at Trenton, to the Speaker of the 

Ase^nbly — ^Relatmg to his Salary, . 2M 

Deeemher 12. — The President of Congress to (he Governor — 
Referring to Acts of Congress euling upon the States to 
complete dieir quota of troops, and recommending a census 
of the Inhalntants, - . . . . 296 

Decemiber 17— Address of Congress to die States— Calling for 

renewed exertions, ..... 397 

Dtcewiber 17. — ^Abraham Clark, Delegate in Congress at Phfla- 
deiphia, to John Mehelm, Speaker of the AssemUy-^ 
Rejecting the settlement of the claim of Islands, dtc, in 
&e Delaware, ...... 300 

1782. 

Jaimary 22- — General Waddngton, at Philadelphia, to the Gov* 

emor — ^In relation to tiie finances of the country, - . a08 

Jamary 31. — ^The same to die same — ^Transmitting a return of 

ih» men from New Jersey in service, dec, - - • . 906 

Matreh 5. — ^The same to the same — In reference to the wants of 

the next campaign, . - • . . SlQ 

Mlay 4. — ^The same to the same — Urging preparations for the 

ensuing campaign, • - • - - 312 

May 8. — ^The same to the same — Conmienting upon debates in 

Pariiament on American affairs, .... 317 
My 28. — ^Robert Morris to tiie Governor — ^Relating to the 

Finances, ...... 318 

MyM. — ^The same to the same— On tiM mode of collecting taxes, 320 
September 16.— Abraham Clark, Ddegate in Congress at Phifau 

delfdiia, to Joseph Coqier — ^RdsSng to the islands in the 

Delaware, -922 
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September 20— The same to Jdm Mehehn, Spoaker of the Ab- 
aemUj — ^Respeoting the Quotas of old bub of credit to be 
sunk by eeveral states — ^The public debt» ^c, • - 334 

December 14 — ^Benjamin Franklin, at Passj, France, to Robert 

Morris — ^Rdating to the interests of Ameiica ahrc^ • S37 

1783. 

March la— Robert R. livingaton. at Philadelphia, to Ae Gov- 
emop— Tra ns mi t ti ng copy of provisonal treaty, of peace, dfc 330 

«lMie5w — ^Robert Bforris to the GrOTevnor, •339 

Jbie 7. — General Washington to the IVesident of Congress- 
Transmitting an address of the officers of the army to faun, 
with his answer, ...... 388 

JvSLy 11. — ^Robert Morris to the Goremor— On the state of the 

Finances, - • - - ' - . - 340 

My 28. — ^The same to the same, « . . ZM 

O^to^SO.— Ehas Boodinot, at Princeton, to the Cfaahman of 
the Joint Meetmg— Reqoesting to be allowed to retire hem 
paUic service, ...... 346 

Nocmher 8^ — Goreraor Livingston to the Legislatore— Ac- 
knowledging his election as Governor, ... 349 

December 23. — ^Thomas Mifflin, President of Ccmgress, at Anna- 
polis, to the Governor — Requesting the attendance of dele- 
gates from New Jersey, - . . . . 349 

December 24. — ^The same to the same, • - . . 349 

1784. 

October 24. — Governor Livingston to the Legislatore— In ac- 
knowledgment of his re-election, - - . . 351 

1785. 

Augwt 24. — ^The Secretary of Congress to the Govemor-^In 
relation to the finances, and the necessity for an enumeration 
of the inhabitants, dzic, • . . . • 352 

October 22. — Benjamin Thompson, Commissioner for settling the 
accounts of New Jersey, at Newai^, to the Governor — 
Rdating to die claims of New Jersey, - • - 356 

November 13. — ^Baren Steuben to the Governor — Relating to the 
purchase of a tract of land near Hackensack, 

Nacember 18 — ^The Secretary of Congress to the Governor — 
Asking for the attendance of Ae ddegates from New Jersey, 350 

1786. 

February 23. — Patrick Henry, Speaker of the Assembly of Vir- 
ginia, to the Governor — ^Informing him of the appointment 
of a committee to meet with others from the different states 
for the purpose of framing regulations for trade, dtc, • 360 

Btareh 1. — ^The Secretary of Congress to die Govemor^Refer- 
ring to the absence of membm of Congress^ • • 361 
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From Jt^n Smyths IVea$ur9r, Sfc. to Bamntd Tud^,E$q% 
Pre$idmtrf4k$Prc9imuiCmigrem^ IhmJmw^ 

Ptetft Ainboy, Febraaiy Slst, 17TB. 
Sm, — ^In answer to yoofs of yesterdft/s ^te, which 
came to my hands last eveniiig, I beg yon will inform the 
Congress that I stifl look upon myself as Treasurer 
under my former obligation ; and am very willing to 
execute the office in the best manner I can, nnder the 
condition I heretc»fi>re mentioned to them, and which 
they thought reasonable, to wit: that my securities 
and myself be indemnified firom all damages whatever 
that may happen by the provincial chest being taken 
out of my hands ; for they must be sensible of greater 
risk in the execution of that office when die chest is at 
a distance, than if it were in my own house. My 
own misconduct, carelessness or negligence I expect 
to answer for. 

Oil die 8di instant I wrote youa letter, which I 

I 
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sent by a special messenger, who, on his rpturn, told 
me he delivered it into your own hands; I should 
otherwise have thought myself extremely blame- 
able for not letting the Congress hear from me in 
so long a time ; but as no notice is taken of that letter 
in yours, conclude it to be mislaid. I am obUged to 
the Congress for a copy of their Resolve, relative to 
my receiving Continental money into the Treasury. I 
should not have wished for their sanction in any other 
instance than of money to be sunk, but am sorry it 
should appear in their minutes that I ever reftised it 
I did at first tell Col. Ford I believed I would not do 
It, but on a second conference he agreed to take it 
back wtih the view of changing it for Jersey money, 
which he said he beUeved he could do, and if he could 
not I told him that I would receive it. 

My leg now begins to mend, and hope soon to be 
able to attend to the chest at Mr. Schenck's, as occa- 
sion may require. 

I am your most humble servant, 

JOHN SMYTH. 



From John Smyth to Samuel Tticker, Esq., 
President of the Provincial Congress. 

Pertii Amboj, February 22d, 1776. 

Sir, — ^It is impossible I can give an explicit answer to 
your letter of yesterday until I have consulted my securi- 
ties, which I would have done before now, had I not un- 
derstood firom the Congress that my securities and myself 
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were to be indemnified from the additional risk occa- 

noned by the removal of the provincial chest, and am 

almost certain it is what the Congress consented to; 

but the place where the chest was to be fixed was the 

only nncertainty in which case I thought it unnecessary 

to consult my securities ; — but since it must be done, 

I have dispatched a messenger to Mr. Stevens, the only 

one of them who lives at a distance, and when I get 

his answer the Congress shall immediately hear from 

me again. 

I am your humble servant, 

JOHN SMYTH. 



From John Smyth to Samuel Tucker, Esq., 
President of the Provincial Congress, 

Perth Amboj, February 26th, 1776. 

Sir, — Mr. Stevens, according to my request, has been 
so good as to come down to this place, to whom I com- 
municated the letters sent me by the Congress relative 
to the removal of the Treasury, as I did to my other 
securities some time before. I find that they are wilUng 
to continue security for me, considering the difficulty 
of the times, provided the chest is removed to a place 
where the office may be executed in the usual manner. 
I would therefore propose that as I am not now able, 
and have little prospect of being so in less than six 
weeks, to attend the chest if k be removed to Mr. 
Stevens', who will receive the taxes that are still to 
be paid in, and the county collectors may be desired 
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to attend at his house for that purpose ; in which case 
no one will or can have access to the chest but those 
who have already entered into engagements, and are 
by law accountable to the public for the due perform- 
ance of my office, which cannot in justice or reason 
be expected of me or them, without the chest is suffered 
to remain in my or their possession. 

As this proposal fully comprehends the declared in- 
tention of the Congress in removing the chest, I cannot 
doubt its proving fully agreeable and satisfactory to 
them. Whenever I am able to attend to the duty of 
the office abroad, the chest may then be removed to 
any other place that shaU be agreed upon by all con- 
cerned, — there to remain until we see happier times. 

Mr. Stevens goes home by way of Brunswick, to 
whom I beg you will please to give your answer, who 
will forward it to me. 

I am your most humble servant, 

JOHN SMYTR 

Resolves of the Committee of Safety. 

Trenton, March 26th, 1776. 

The committee considering the critical situation of 
the city and province of New York, represented in the 
letters from brigadier generals Thompson and Lord 
Sterling, and the recommendation of the Continental 
Congress to this committee on that subject : 

Do order and resolve that three battalions of militia 
be draughted out of the militia of this province, in 
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maimer following, viz : From Hunterdon county fotur 
hundred and forty men, and from Burlington county 
two hundred and twenty men, who are to join and 
form one battalion. From Somerset two hundred and 
twenty men, from Sussex two hundred and twenty men, 
and from Morris two hundred and twenty men, who 
are also to join and form another battalion. From 
Middlesex one hundred men, from Monmouth one 
hundred and forty men, from Essex two hundred and 
twenQr men, from Bergen two hundred men, who are 
likewise to join and form another battalion. 

The whole to march to the city of New York with 
the greatest expedition, under the command of the 
brigadier generals Dickinson and Livingston, and such 
field officers, captains, and subalterns as are necessary 
to command the said battalions. 

Resolved, that in order to facilitate this service, 
twelve wagons be frumished to the generals to carry 
the baggage of the several battalions. 

Whereas from the scarcity of arms, the draughts may 
not all be properly provided with the same : 

Resolved, that it be recommended to the several 
companies of militia, to lend their arms to such as may 
want them, and if a sufficient number cannot be ob- 
tained in a voluntary manner, the several captains are 
hereby impowered to impress them, so as to completely 
equip such as are going upon the present important ser- 
vice, the arms so lent or impressed to be appraised by 
indifferent persons, if lost or damaged in action, or 
real service, the value to be paid to the owner by the 
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province, if lost or injured by negligence the occupier 
to make good the damages. 

Resolved, that the generals may draw on the trea- 
sury of the provincial Congress of New Jersey, for the 
sum of one thousand pounds, if so much be necessary 
for the subsistence of the troops on their march to the 
city of New York. 

By order of the committee, 

SAMUEL TUCKER, President 



FVofn the President of the Continental Congress to the 
Convention of New Jersey. 

Philadelphia, June 18, 1776. 

Gentlemen, — It is impossible fully to ascertain the 
strength of our enemies, or the force destined for New 
York. It is incumbent on us to be prepared to defend 
ourselves against any number of troops that may be 
ordered against that place. This, it is apparent, can 
never be eflfectually done but by adopting the enclosed 
resolve, wherein it is recommended by Congress to your 
colony, to empower the General at New York, to caU 
such part of the mititia to his assistance, as may be ne- 
cessary to repel our enemies. 

The great advantages the American cause will re- 
ceive from the Civil power thus lending its aid to the 
military, and acting in conjunction with it, are too man- 
ifest to be mentioned. The whole strength of a Colo- 
ny, may, by these means, be drawn to a point, the in- 
stant the situation of affairs shaU render it necessary. 



Digitized by 



Google 



1776,] BXECUTIVE FHOM 1776 TO 1786. 7 

The colony of Massachusetts Bay, whUe the British 
troops lay iq Boston, passed a Resolve, at the request 
of C(»igress, similar to that which they now recommend 
to yoo. 

The colony of New Jersey, will, I am persuaded, 
imitate their example on the present occasion; and 
convince her sister Colonies, that in virtue and love of 
her country, she is determined to be exceeded by none. 

I have the honor to be. Gentlemen, 
Your most ob't and very humble serv't, 

JOHN HANCOCK, President 



From the General commanding at New York, to the 
President of the Provincial Congress of New Jersey'. 

New York, AaguBt 8, 1776. 
Sir, — I have received repeated information, that a 
number of persons known to be inimical to the cause of 
the American States, or of suspicious characters, have 
lately removed from this and other places in to the county 
of Monmouth in New Jersey, lyith intent, no doubt from 
its situation, of communicating with and aiding our 
enemies. All those of similar characters on Long Island 
and the other counties adjacent to* this place, will be 
secured by to-morrow morning, and I must urge the 
necessity on your Congress of adopting the same mea- 
sures in all those parts of your Province which are 
most contiguous to the enemy. There are some also 
of very dangerous characters, who I am informed are 
hirking m the neighborhood of Hackensack, and what 
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tbey call the En^idi Nmf^bhmhMdy partioiilarljr Ben- 
jamin Hogget and FVedenek Bhinrfunder, 

This ueasore has now become the more neoessary, 
as from the intelligence I have this day received, there 
is the greatest reason to believe that the enemy intend 
to begin their operations in a very few days, and tbat 
with a very poweiNhl force. For not <mly a con s ifar- 
aUe part of the foreign troops, the British Guards, 
and an additional number of Bcotdsh troops are lately 
arrived at Staten Island, bat the. army from the south- 
ward under General Clinton also joined them last 
Thursday. I must also urge upon your Congress the 
absdute necessity of adopting some immediate and 
^ective measures for completing the troops voted, and 
for ajffwding every other reinforcement to this place that 
is in their power, by detaching a considerable body of 
d^ milida, or in such other manner as will be most 
effectual 

Of the 3a00 voted by your State, we have bat 1458, 
and in the same proportion from the odier Ccdonies, so 
that you will eanly conceive what an alarming skoadcm 
we are in. As the harvest is now over^ and the milkia 
engaged most cheerftdly to return if necessary, I per- 
suade myself they wiU readily turn out upon a regm- 
aentatifm being made to them of that necessity. 

What from a deficiency o( the old r^im^its, mckr 
ness and the failure of new levies, we are in danger 
of bang outnumbered by the enemy at Irast doab(jr, 
if not more. The consequences may be frrtat unless 
prevented by the spirit of die country. I have de- 
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^Mitehed expresses to Connecticat to <^ in their 
mSfitia immediately with their arms, blanliets, and what 
ammnnitimi they hare, as the supply here to fit their 
giais is attended with much difficulty and delay. I 
must b^ your attention to the same circumstances as 
far as the situation of things will admit, but so as not 
to hinder from marching those who cannot come so 
proidded. 

From Brigadier General WUliamsom^ to the Oovemor 
of New Jersey. 

Elizabeth Town, Sept- 15, 1776. 

Sir, — ^I had the honor of receiving by the hands of 
Peter Sobriesky, Esq., a commission appointing me to 
die rank of Brigadier General of the Militia Forces of 
the State of New Jersey. 

I am laid under the most sensible obligations to the 
Legislative Council and Assembly for this distinguishing 
mark of their favorable opinion of my abilities, ami 
readiness to serve my country, at a time big with events 
of the most solemn nature that can possibly affect a free 
pe<^. I can with gratitude promise that, as far as 
my smdi abifities enable me, I will execute the trust 
conmntted to my care with the utmost fidelity — so help 
me God. 

I must beg leave to trouble your Excellency with 
some difficulties which have arisen in the mifitia, and 
which without a speddy removal will make me despair 
of supporting this post (immediately under my care) 
with that strength that its vicinity to the enemy and its 
importance requires. Their principal complaint is, that 
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thej have been often called out and received no pay. 
This real grievance of theirs your Excellency is vi^ell 
acquainted with, and without a speedy remedy, the 
important posts at the ferries of this Town will in a 
great measure be abandoned by our militia. I have but 
little hope that the militia who were upon duty the 
month past will be relieved by half their numbers. I 
believe, sir, that this complaint would be in a great 
measure removed by the appointment of some person 
that could be confided in, to the office of a Muster and 
Pay Master, to attend the different posts, to see that no 
false returns were made of the men, and who being 
intrusted with sufficient sums of the pubhc money, 
might pay them with the greatest punctuaUty at the 
expiration of every month's service, which would remove 
one capital cause of the present difficulties. 

Your excellency well knows the imperfections occa- 
sioned by the* frequent relieves of the militia ; for my 
part, I think if no expedient is fallen upon to prevent 
it, they will dwindle away to a mere nothing in three 
or four relieves more, if the practice of monthly rota- 
tion is continued. Should the militia serve six months 
in turn, they might be made a respectable body, and 
many great imperfections in discipline removed. I 
find the ammunition magazines in this town are very 
deficient The committee, I believe, have it under 
consideration, and will make the proper application on 
that head. 

I am, with due regard, your very humble servant, 

MATTHUS WILLIAMSON. 
His Excellency William Livingston, Esq. 
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From Judge DeHart to the Legislature. 

Elizabethtown, September 16th, 177a 

Gentlemeu, — Mr. Zabriskie by your order acquainted 
me that I had been elected Chief Justice of the State of 
New Jersey. This election does me great honor. I 
can only wish my abilities were equal to that high and 
important office, but such as they ate they shall be ex- 
erted to discharge with dignity and uprightness the very 
great trust reposed in me. 

I am, gentlemen, your most obliged and most obedient 
servant, - JOHN DeHART. 

To the Hon. the Legislative Council and Assembly of 

the State of New Jersey. 

From Deputy Quarter Master General Biddle to 
Governor Livingston. 

Perth Amboy, September 19th, 1776. 

Sir, — I received orders about ten days ago to pur- 
chase a quantity of grain for a magazine to be formed 
above Bomdet's ferry for the supply of provender for 
the horses of the army on the New York side. 

I engaged Col. John Zabriskie near Hackensack to 
purchase about 2,000 bushels of oats, com and rye, 
which he informed me could be got in that neighbor- 
hood, and sent to a more distant part for a larger 
quantity. I was much surprised on receiving a letter 
from my assistant at Fort Constitution, in which he 
tells me, Col. Zabriskie had got no grain, as the inhab- 
itants would not sell it without gold and silver. 
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I yesterday received orders from his Excellencyi 
Gen. Washington, and from Col. ■ , Cloarter 

Blaster General, which make it requisite to hate a 
magazine of hay and grain immediately formed at er 
near Fort ConMitation, and this refruuil of the cond- 
nental money, or keeping back their grain, which I am 
ready to pay the fiill value for, pats it out of my power 
to make the provision I am ordered. I <iioaght it my 
duty to acquaint your Excellency, that the Legislature 
of this State may take the same into dieir conskforatiod 
and pass such ordinance or resolves as may to dmn 
serad necessary, I shall be glad to be frtvored wkh 
your advice on this subject, and am, 

With great respect your Excellenc/s most obedient 
and very humble servant, 

CLEMENT BIDDLE, 
D. GL M. General 
His Excellency, the Governor of New Jersey. 

From Archibald Kennedy to Governor Livingston. 

Morristown, September SOtli, 1776w 
Sir, — ^By an order of the Provincial Congngss of 
New Jersey, I have been confined for ten weeks past 
I don't know of any charge against me, nor the reasons 
of my being thus forced from my family. But I have 
been informed several half-^ay officers have been per- 
mitted to return to their respective places of abode upon 
giving their parole of honor, a favor which I flatter 
myself will be extended to me, and which I shall futty 
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CQP^j with, having a muMroiM fiypilj of above Mtj 
to provide for ev^xj d^y, and no person to look after 
my property. 

I need not say more on this subject, but Jiope you will 
take the above into serious (Consideration, and permit 
me to return to my £unily. 

I am your most humble servant, 

ARCHIBALD KENNEDY. "^ 
His Excellency, William Livingston, Esq., Governor 

of the State of New Jersey. 



IVam the President of the Continental Congress to 
the Assembly of New Jersey. 

Philadelphia, October 2Qd, 1776. 

Gentlemen, — The many and just complaints of the 
insufficiency of the surgeons and their mates, to dis- 
charge their duty in a proper manner, have induced 
Congress to pass the enclosed resolves ; recommending 
it to the several States to appoint some skilful physicians 
as examiners ; without whose approbation no surgeon, 
or surgeon's mate shall receive a commission either in 
the army or navy. 

The Congress being at present deeply engaged in 
matters of the utmost importance to the wel^e oi 
America, have judged it absolutely necessary that there 
should be a full representation of the several States as 
soon as possible. For this end, I am to request, in 
obedience with their commands, you will immediately 
take proper measures to comply vidth the enclosed 
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resolve, in order that the United States may be fully 
represented in Congress ; and the sentiments o£ Amer- 
ica be the better known upon those interesting subjects 
that lie before them. I shall therefore only once more 
request your compliance with this requisition of Con- 
gress, and have the honor to be, Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient and very humble servant, 

JOHN HANCOCK, President. 



Frain the President of the Continental Congress to the 
Assembly of New Jersey. 

Philadelphia, October Wx, 177a 
Gentlemen, — The enclosed resolves which I trans- 
mit in obedience to the commands of Congress, will 
inform you of the ample provision they have made for 
the support of both officers and soldiers who shall enter 
into the service during the war. The pay of the 
former is considerably increased, and the latter is to 
receive annually a complete suit of clothes or in lieu 
thereof the sum of twenty dollars, should he provide the 
suit for himself This additional encouragement, besides 
the twenty dollars bounty and one hundred acres of land 
formerly granted, the Congress expect will be the means 
of engaging the troops to serve during the war. For 
this purpose also, I am to request you will appoint a 
committee or committees to repair immediately to the 
army to induce such of the troops as have been raised 
by your state to enlist during the war, and[ to appoint 
officers for the same. 
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The Congress for very obvious reasons are extremely 
anxious to keep the army together. 

The dangerous consequences of their breaking up, 
and the difficulty of forming a new one, are inconceiva- 
ble; were this barrier once removed, military power 
would quickly spread desolation and ruin over the face 
of our country. The importance and indeed absolute 
necessity of filUng up the army, of providing for the 
troops, and engaging them to serve during the war, is 
so apparent, and has been so frequently urged, that I 
shall only request your attention to the resolves of Con- 
gress on this subject, and beseech you, by that love you 
have for your country, her rights and liberties, to exert 
yourselves to carry them speedily and effectually into 
execution, as the only means of preserving her in this 
her critical and alarming situation. 

I have the honor to be, gentlemen, your most obedient 
and very humble servant, 

JOHN HANCOCK, President. 
HonT)le Assembly of New Jersey. 



From Colonel Wm. Maxwell to the Governor, Council 
and Assembly. 

Point Independence, October 18th, 1776. 
Gentlemen, — Agreeably to your instructions sent by 
the Hon. John Cleve Symmes and Tunis Dey, I have 
furnished them with the necessary returns. Clothing 
I did not think worthy of mentioning as they are 
chiefly worn out. I have likewise given them a Ust of 
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those officers that choose to cootiiuie in the swvice 
during the war. 

I am sorry to inform yon, that there is not one man 
willing at present (nor do I think they will, while here) 
to engage to stay at this place daring the winter. I 
have laid before them every proposal the continental 
Congress has made them; the great care yonr hon« 
house is taking to provide them with warm clothing, and 
the glorious cause we are now engaged in, but all to no 
purpose. They generally say that they will engage as 
socm as they go home, and I believe they will. Tim 
being the first year of their service, and it has been so 
severe a one, and now a contract offered, that they know 
not when it will end, it may be easily conceived diey 
will require a little time to deliberate. 

I have the pleasure to inform you that I have in 
general as good a set of officers as there is in any bat- 
talion in the continental service, and of course they 
will make good soldiers : what we have still remaining 
in health, I believe there is none better. 

I beg leave in a particular manner to recommend to 
your notice Colonel Shrieve, he has been very attentive 
to getting a thorough knowledge of his duty, and he is 
the oldest Lieutenant Colonel belonging to our State ; 
and although I must regret his absence firom any regi- 
ment I should have the honor to command, yet I cannot 
he^) doing him the justice to recommend him to you as 
fit for the first preferment in these battalions, or to 
command the fourth to be raised. 

Major Grey has behaved i^iritedly on every occasion. 
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He was at the head of the first division of my battafion 
when it went into Canada, and has gone throogh the 
several fatigoes of this long campaign with credit to 
himself and all his acquaintance. I can heartily re- 
commend him as wordiy of preferment 

Captain Shnte is on command, but has fireqnently 
said he wonld serve daring the war — I think you may 
make no doubt of his continuing. My assistant and 
quarter-master I beg leave to aj^int myself, (Congress 
gave me this right before), as those I have had did not 
suit the battafion or me. 

When the battafion was first raised, aU the officers, 
ezcepdng the field ones, lost aoove a month's rank, 
which has grated them much, and has saved nothing to 
the pubfic. — The case was thus : the officers got only 
warrants to recruit with, instead of their commissions. 
I hope that you will remedy that evil in some measure 
this time, by dating our commissions from the time of 
our entering our names to continue in the service. I 
am informed the Pennsylvania commissioners, have the 
commissions for their officers with them. 

Captain Scott has been under arrest for some time 
past The near approach of the enemy will not permit 
us to have a general court martial ; there is too much 
business for the officers : — Colonel Dey has a copy of 
his crime. He is the first officer, and the only one, put 
under arrest, belonging to the battafion — I hope it may 
be the last ; but they may depend upon coming to it 
when found to deserve it I am, Gendemen, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 
2 WILLIAM MAXWELL. 
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From the President a/ the Coniinenta^, Qmgre^s^ t^ the 
' Governor. 

PMiiMteifdam Novamber 1^ 17m 
Sir, — I am direct by Goiigrfw to transmit yoou the 
enete^d resolve, and' to reqnest yoor attention to it 
The dangferoiiS: intercovrse between our enemies* in 
New YorL and Staten laland, and the internal enami^s. 
of America in difierent pftrts of New J^sey, calls. fon* 
die ipmiediate interposition of gorernment to supfMresfr- 
it Yoa will therefore be pleased, in conjunction with' 
jour Council and Assembly, to take such measures for 
this end as you shall judge most expedient 

I have the honor to be> with the utmost e^eem,^ sib, 
your most obedient and very bundle servant, 

JOHN HANCOCK, President 
His Excellency, Governor Livingston. 



From CoL George Taylor to John, Covenhoven. 

November 19th, lT7a 
Sir, — I have taken this method to inform you and 
the rest of the House that CoL Hendrickson's month 
ends next Thursday evening, and the men will be very 
anxious to return home. I am at a loss how to act in 
this case, as the Generals are out and no orders can be 
given- Another thing I must inform you — that I have 
been informed that an act of your house makes void all 
commissions when the bearer does not qualify : as to 
my part, gentlemen, I don't choose to qualify for several 
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reft8Dii9, aftd if officera have no other principles to bittd 
them hot oaths, I shonld be very doabtfii! whetfier any 
very extraonimary matters might be expected from 
them. This^ subject I shall drop, and request your 
information whether you choose my resignaticm or 
whether I must act as usual This, gentlemen, is in 
jour breasts. I have ordered a company down to 
Sandy Hook; the post I ihink lies most exposed. I shall 
now remain inactive till I hear further from you, which 
I expect will be by the messenger, as I have sent him 
on purpose, and the nature of the several stations re- 
quires something should be done as soon as possible. 

I therefore conclude, and submit the subject to the 
wisdom of your house, and remain, gentlemen. 
Your very humble servant, 

GEORGE TAYLOR. 
John Covenhoven, Esq., Member of the Assembly now 

setting at Princeton, New Jersey, or, in his absence, 

to any other member. 

From S. Forman to Joseph Holmes* 

November 21stj 1776. 

Dear Sir, — There is a task laid upon me that I 
don't like. 

CoL Taylor refuses taking the oath required: in con- 
sequence thereof the officers refuse acting under him. 
They request me to take the command the next month, 
which begins to-morrow. ' Tis quite likely Col. Taylor 
has orders from the <GreneraI, and also money for to 
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supply the regiment with proyisions. Before I can go 
I must have orders and money to supply a commissary. 
You see the immediate necessity finr orders being sent, 
or our guards on the shore may be suffering for pro- 
yisions, and in the greatest confusion. 

I am, S. FORMAN. 

To Joseph Hohnes, Esq., at Burlington. 

From Colonel DeHart to Governor Livingston. 
^ [December, 1776, original without date.] 

Sir, — ^I am thus far on the road to Pitts Town, ex- 
pecting to have met the Assembly and Council there, 
but am informed by Mr. Mehelm that you have ad- 
journed to a place near Philadelphia. My business 
with them is, to ascertain what price I may venture to 
give for arms to arm the regiment I belong to. Another 
thing I would most earnestly request. That such war- 
rant appointments as remain, or have happened in our 
regiment, may not be filled up by the state, as Colonel 
Ogden and myself have aheady begun, and made con- 
siderable progress in the recruiting service. In order to 
do this, we have filled the vacancies already with 
officers, who have recruited a considerable number of 
men, and should this not be attended to, it vvill finally 
ruin the regiment in the recruiting service. This* I 
could by no means have thought to be an intrusion 
upon any prerogative, as your ExceDency may remem- 
ber that I applied to you to do it, or to call upon a com- 
mittee of Council so to do, and your Excellency could 
afford no expedient for that necessity. I applied to 
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(jreneral Washington, who directed the mode we have 
taken. I shall soon return to Morristown, as my 
presence and assistance are very necessary there for 
recruiting, and notwithstanding the many unmerited 
neglects our regiment has received, I shall exert myself 
to fill it The above I request you to communicate to 
Council and Assembly, and 

I am your most obedient servant, 

WILLIAM DeHART. 

From the President of the Continental Congress to 
Governor Livingston. 

Baltimore, December 30th, 1778. 

Sir, — Ever attentive to the security of civil Uber- 
ty, Congress would not have consented to the vest- 
ing of such powers in the military department as those 
which the inclosed resolves convey to the continen- 
tal Commander-in-Chief, if the situation of publick 
affairs did not require at this crisis a decision and vigour 
which distance and numbers deny to assemblies hr re- 
moved from each other and from the immediate seat of 
•war. 

The strength and progress of the enemy, joined to 
prospects of considerable reinforcements, have rendered 
it not only necessary that the American forces should 
be augmented beyond what Congress had heretofore 
designed, but that they should be brought into the field 
with all possible expedition. These considerations 
induce Congress to request in the most earnest manner 
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jthtt the.fiiUest inflaeace of jour^slate nmyhe exdzted 

to aid such levies as the General shall dorect incooae- 

.^pience of the powers now ^ven him, and that your 

^oota of battalions foivierly fixed may be ccmpypleted 

vand.c^dered'to head i)iiarters with all the de^pateh that 

.an ardent desire to secure the puUick happiness can 

direct 

I have the honor to be, with every sentiment of 
esteBtm; €ir, yoor most obedient servant, 

JOHN HANCOCK, President 
To His Excellency, Governor Livingston. ' 



fy^m Col. Spencer to Stephen Crane of the Assembly. 

EUzabethtofwn, JaniiaiyaSlfa, 1777. 

Dear Si&,--*I was infhopes«to'have had the pleasure 
of visiting your honorable House of Assembly, but my 
time is so taken up in completing the three months^ 
battaKon and that of rasing a battalion 'during^ the 
war, that it is not possible for me to be so long absent, 
-*-ther^ore must give up the matter at present I send 
inclosed a list of what commbsions may be wantedin 
the battallion I am now in. You'll please present the 
matter and let them be forwarded. • 

With best compliments to His Excellency, Governor 
Irivingslon and the .gentlemen of the House, I am your 
most obedient' and humble servant, 

OLIVER SPENCER. 
The Hon. Stephen Crane, Esq. 
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tliitft of ' OottuuBikiBs wnitoct*-^! Ookmel, 1 hi&at 

CoL, 2 Captains, 4 first Lieats., 3 second do. 8 finigiis. 

N. 'B. As I iwre not got the ikimps of the Whole, 

daii'tdMefn'tliy <^ thdm, as the commismiiis ^aai be 

*Msify filbd'.hete. 

OLIVER SPENGBR. 

/Vom Cremtrul Wmhington to the L^gulature ef New 

Jersey. 

Head ^^narters, MorristowDy January dlst^ ITTT. 

The gireitt conntenance and plrotectkm ^efvn and 
^gl^^to to^feseiters, by persons in the different nelgWter- 
4ioods froto whence they originally came, has made'tbat 
vice so prerafent m the anny Aat unless some veiry 
effectual laieasures are fafien upon to prevent it, our 
new army will scarcely be raised ^befoffe it will again 
dwindle and waste away, from that cause liione. 

I know of no remedy -so effectual as for the different 
states, immediately, to pass laws laying a very severe 
penalty upon those who harbour or fail to give infonoa- 
tion agaiirst deserters, knowing them to be such, and 
strictly enjoining all Justices of the Peace and officers 
of the militia to keep a watchful eye over and appre- 
hend all such persons as shall return from the army 
without- a discharge. 

In order that this most sahitary measure may be 
carried speedily into execution, I have not only desired 
C^igress to recommend it to the different States, but 
iMLVe myself wrote circular letters to them all, pressing 
iheir eomi^noe with my request Desertion vomst 



Digitized by 



Google 



24 OOftRESPONDENGE OF THE NEW JER6ET [1777. 

cease, of coarse, when the offenders find they have no 
shelter. 

I have the honor to be, gentlemen, your most obedi- 
ent servant, G^ WASHINGTON. 
To the Hon. the Representatives of the State of New 

Jersey. 

From Colonel Chambers to the Speaker of the 
Assembly. 

Raiitan, February 5tli, 1777. 
Sir, — I have consulted my officers, and in conse- 
quence of which, I do request you will recommend to 
his. Excellency, Governor Livingston, the following 
persons to be Field Officers in my BattaUon, viz. : 
Major Cornelius Stout, for Lieutenant-Colonel. 
David Bishop, Adjutant, for First Major. 
Captain £)avid Jones, for Second Maj(Nr. 
John Schanck, for Adjutant. 
You will please to urge the necessity for those Offi- 
cers, and beg they may be immediately commissioned 
Colonel Lowrey being appointed Commissary for 
this state, declines acting as Lieutenant-Colonel. 
I am, sir, your very obedient and humble servant, 
DAVID CHAMBERS, Colonel. 
To John Hart, Esq., Speaker of Assembly. 

From Jonathan D. Sergeant to the Speaker of the 
Assembly. 

Baltimore, February 6tli, 1777. 
Deae* Sir, — Pursuantl|to the appointment of the 
Legislature of New Jersey, I have attended the Con- 



Digitized by 



Google 



1777.] BXBCunvE from 1776 to 1786. 25 

gress, as one of the Ddegates, from their first sitting at 
Baltimore to this time. As, daring this period public 
affairs have taken a much happier torn, and my own 
private circumstances have assumed rather a melan- 
choly complexion, I hope yoor honorable body will 
excuse my wishing to retire to the management of my 
private concerns. 

The loss of my house, by fire, is the least part of my 
misfortunes, as my attention to politics during those un- 
happy times has at once superseded my business and 
prevented the collecting my accounts till the greater 
part of my debtors, it is to be feared, are either ruined 
or not to be found. For these reasons I find it neces- 
sary to apply myself to some business for the support of 
my fomily. My attendance in Congress must be a bar 
in the way of all such attempts, and I must, therefore, 
beg that some other person may be appointed in my 
place. I shall, however, attend till a person can be 
appointed to succeed me. 

I am your most obedient and humble servant, 

JONA: D. SERGEANT. 
Honlble J. Hart, Speaker, &c. 

From Abraham Clark to the Speaker of the Assembly. 

Baltimore, Febniaiy Stb, 1777. 
Dear Sir, — I lately heard the Assembly of New 
Jersey had met, but cannot learn where, and am there- 
fore unable to give a proper direction. The four New 
En^and Colonies have had a meeting of committees 
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from their L^gislatares 4o eoMtilt apon imewitfes ior 
thdir mutaal d(9fenc6,mid^for logiilatmg tmde«BA*Mtn- 
mwtee. Their /prooMduigs are befinre Congress, mA I 
expect will eeen obtain their approbation ; and raaoiii- 

' mendation will therefore be sent to New 'York, New 
Jersey, Fenusylvania and Maryland, to rappokit cmn- 
mittees to meet at Philadelphia for the pi9pose<K>f 
regulating the prices of all artides of tinde, &c. The 
southern states wSl also be desired to meet for diat 

. pmpose. These matters^ if passed, you will soon^hare 
notice o£ 

I am much alanned ivith General Washingtea's 
proclamation of the 25th ot January. He has ^as- 
sumed the legblative and execotiTe powers ofgcMFom- 
ment in all the states. I moved Congress to pass* a 
resolution I introduced for preventiiig its fatal c^iee- 
qnences, and the establishing such a preced^it My 
motion was committed, and is now before the eim- 
mittee. I hope our Legislatures will take proper 
notice of it, whatever issue it may have in Congress, 
and not tamely submit their authority to the control of 
a power unknown in our constitution. We set oat to 
oppose tyranny in all its strides, and I hope we dball 
persevere. 

A regulation for providing carriages for the army, 
and to prevent as much as possible the custom of im- 
pnassing, has long been before a Congress counaittee, 
and has been reeoimnitted, and so it temains. I wJbh 
yon would not delay passing a law for regulating im- 
presses of this kind. The devastations of New Jersey 
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by the enemy will, I think, make it necessary to prevent 
cattle rtinning at large, as fences on the main road are 
wantonly liestroyed, and cannot soon be made. I think, 
too, that no person onght so be compelled to fence 
^i^ttnst dtreet*ctttie at any time. 

Wr.Beigeftnt talks bf resigning, and Mr.^Stockton, 
-by his late pree^dre, eftnnot act. I wish tbeirpbiees 
-may he saj^ed by such as will be reputable to 'N«w 
^ Jersey,'not <mly'hy thdr integrity but abilities. 

The :tories hi the two lower eonnties of Ma^ltiid, 
and on the eastern shore of Delaware, are very trottble- 
•some, and coHeoting forces, aided' by several nlen oi 
'war in Delaw«»re, bnt more eqpecidly in Chesapeilke 
^Btty. Tfa^mifiMa and two Continental regiments are 
tmafdnng agafavBt thMi. 

I'Mpeiet Cottgres9 will eMn^ remove from hettce to 
Lanouier, though it is 'not yet determined, ff^diat 
afaould happen, I shall he greatly perpleMd with ^the 
chests. Our chief reason for removing is the extrava- 
.gant price of living here. The price of board, without 
may liquor, a dollar a day, horse keeping 4s., wine 12s. 
per bottle, rum 30s« per gallon, and every thing ^e in 
fvoportaon, and likely soon to rise. 

Tam, dear sir, with great regard, your obedient and 
kumble servant, ABRAHAM CLARK. 

John Hart, Esq., Speaker of Assembly of New Jersey. 
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From James Sullivan to Governor Livingston. 

Borton, February Mi, 1777. 

Sir, — ^As chairman of a committee of the House of 
Representatives of this state^ for this purpose especially 
appointed, I enclose you a copy of an act lately passed 
by this goTemment for regulating the price of the arti- 
cles therein enumerated, and which may from their 
nature and use, and from the present situation of the 
country, come under the denomination of the necessa- 
ries of life. 

The want of a sufficient medium in silver and gold 
to support the present war, necessarily procured the 
emission of bills of public credit, and in proportion to 
these emissions the public debt must be increased. It 
therefore became a measure of the last importance to 
lessen the veiy extravagant price to which these 
articles had arisen, and without it the wages of the 
soldiers would have been insufficient to support his per- 
son and &mily. Had not the very weighty and impor- 
tant business which so constantly demands the attention 
of the honorable Congress prevented it, their making 
these regulations would have given the measure, even 
here, a more extensive and salutary influence than can 
be expected from what the northern states have done. 
That the prices of those necessaries might throughout 
those states be as uniform as the situation and custran 
of each state can admit o( and the particular situation 
of Congress and the army being such as prevented our 
making appUcation to that honorable Assembly upon 



Digitized by 



Google 



1777.] EXSOUTiYB PEOM 1776 TO 1786. 29 

this subiect, a committee from their seyeral Assemblies 
met at Providence, and drew the outlines which were 
generally adopted by these Assemblies; and it is the 
ardent desire of Massachusetts that some such regula- 
tion may be speedily embraced by all the American 



I am also directed to enclose you a copy of a reso- 
tion recently passed by the General Assembly here, for 
preveiiting the exportation of the several articles therein 
mentioned; and am authorised to assure you that this 
measure did not in the least proceed from any abate- 
ment in that sincere affection which we have for our 
sister states, but from an earnest desire to feed and 
clothe that army upon whom the salvation of America 
so materially depends. 

Had we not taken this step, the few evil-minded 
and designing persons yet in America, who leave no 
measure untried to ruin us, together with those who, 
r^ardless of their country's weal, are seeking their own 
emolument only, would have monopolized near all the 
goods which we have, and which we design for the use 
of the army. 

This embargo was rendered in some measure neces- 
sary by the Regulation Act, or rather by our sister states 
not coming into similar measures, for all our goods 
would soon have been either concealed from the use of 
the army, or have been carried to those places where 
an exorbitant price ccmld be obtained for them. But 
we hope soon to see the army so well clothed, and 
such reguiaoons in trade take place in all the United 
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SnUtts^ a^t will i emble u»^a vcfioid thi» resokition : vAkcku 
we^sbiill{<to in suobcase^; with the ^atesl die6rftilMa& 
I: ami sir,; with Ihe gimitest respect, your moflfe dbci* 
dieot and hottihle servant, 

JAfl. SULLIVAN. 
Hon. William Livingston, Esq., Governor. 

R-om* General, JHckiwum to Gfcmrn^r Liw%g$tan. 

Head-Quaiiers on Rarilaii) Feb. 12^ 1717. 
Siii,T^I wrote jour. ExoeUency some time ago, and; 
then reminded you of our conversaticm at Morristown. 
Akhough my private affair demanded my immediate 
attention, yet much was due to the public; and I could 
not think of absenting myself from the station, in 
which the late honorable convention of this state had 
placed me, without giving timely notice, especially as it 
was a time of great danger. The situation of my 
family and affairs require my utmost care and attention. 
Mrs. Dickinson has been long confined to the bouse, 
and by a letter just received is now confined to her 
room ; my family and efiects diq>er8ed through three 
states, my loss has already been very considerable, and 
without my attention will be greatly increased I 
joined his excellency Gen. Washington the 25th Nov. 
last, since which time have not spem a single hour in 
looking after my property id thia state^ which now 
suffers exceedingly, The situation ot my farm is in 
so public a part of this state, — 1 have so sensibly fell) 
inconvenience attending the same, that Mrs. [Hckinaon ^ 
chooses to remove to some more distant and secure part 
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of thAfCOOAtfy^in^a nttghbcHiBig^sttte, wktditliaai da»' 
tejwiiiQd* to covpljr^ wkk, aa soom as. I, anf>rriMMdi« 
wiib hfNiipiuL I liave a^ptece. to purohase, and: then, to 
remove, my fiwily and efieota,* whichiwiUj tak^up ^a. 
coBflideraJ^ time, amd* the season is adraattingi^iM^ I 
thefefoive request yoocieBoellency will' be pleased^ wkfa^^ 
oirttistilr after the timely notice I have. gJMreo yoa, to^ 
releaee me; by* the appointment o£ another general i by 
thoAcst of Mareh next, as my sttnalionyis raeh( thadl 
cannot remain longer without the greatest injury>to<ni^:i 
familjri Tiie gentlewui whomi yoo hcMior withr the 
appointment, will be pleased to call upon me at my 
quarters the beginning of March. If my conduct has 
met with the approbatipn of your excellency, and the 
General Assembly of the State» it will be to me a 
source of great pleasure. 

Your excellency's most obedient and humble servant, 
PHILEMON DICKINSON. 

His excellency, Gov. Livingston. 



From Col. Shrieve to Governor Livingston. 

I Princeton, March 17, 1777. 

Sir, — I have been repeatedly applied to by the state 
officers of my regiment for their commissions, and have 
been infiNaned, that they are to be given by the H6n. 
John Hancock^ on your excellency's certificate that 
they have, been duly appointed My quarter^master is 
going to Philadelphia on business. If your excellency 
will please to give Um such certificate, he will call for 
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the conmiissioiis. Charles Uxford was first appointed 
quarter-master, but I have not seen or heard firom him 
since his appointment ; I supposed he declined serving. 
Afiter my arrival at this place, the necessity of such a 
useful officer obliged me to apply to the General to ap- 
point one in orders, when Benjamin Osman, a very 
proper person, was appointed. The officers of the 
re^ment, together with myself, pray he may be con- 
tinued by the honorable Council, now sitting at Bor- 
dentown. 

I am your excellency's most obedient and humble 
servant, 

ISRAEL SHRIEVE. 
To his excellency. Governor Livingston. 
The staff officers of my regiment are 

Luther Halsey, Adjutant 

Benjamin Osman, quarter-master. 

William Shute, Paymaster. 

Lewis Howell, Surgeon. 



From Oavemar Livingston to the Vice President of 
the Council of Safety of Pennsylvania. 

Haddonfidd, March ISth, 1777. 
Sir, — Captain Walton will wait on the Committee of 
Safety with one Borden and his son, boatmen, and 
four other prisoners, Scotchmen, lately bound firom Phila- 
delphia to New York, and taken on that account at 
Squam Beach. The boatman denies his being privy to 
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the deoigiis of die passengers of goiBg to New York, 
He has however contradicted himself m his relation to 
CoL Randolph, to whom he declared that he left Phikt- 
delphia without passengers, and has while here, express- 
ed Umself to the guard in a very violent manner against 
the Congress. The passengers confess their de»gn of 
going to New York, if they could have prevailed upon 
the boatmen to carry them, and there to have embarked 
for Scotland ; justifying themselves in the measure under 
General Washington's proclamation, though it has no 
reference to people in dieir situation, and if it had, they 
were under no necessity of going in so clandestine a 
manner. They being inhabitants of your state, I send 
them to you for further examination by advice of our 
Council of Safety. The said boatman iias been employ- 
ed in rigging your galleys, and has been for 25 years 
acquainted with your river, and had been emjdoyed in 
New York in sinking the " Chevauzde FHse^ 
Sir, I am your humble servant, 

WILL. LIVINGSTON. 
Hon'l David Rittenhouse, Vice President, fipc. 



From Colonel Bull to Governor Livingston. 

Waterfield, Mareh 27th, 1777. 
Sir, — Yours to David Rittenhouse, Esq., was receiv- 
ed wherein you recommend Col. Willoian, and desire to 
know the t^ms : — ^which to laborers is 48. 6d. per day 
with diet — every man to bring his own blanket Sol- 
diers or militia in continental service receive one shilling 

3 
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per day with an allowance of rum over and above their 
monthly pay. I have now at Billingsport about 200 
workmen, chiefly soldiers. I remain your excellency's 
Obedient and humble servant, 

JNO. BULL, Colonel. 
His Excellency, Gov'r Livingston. 

From James Wilsan to Governor Livingston. 

Philadelphia, March 28, 1777. 

Sir, — There is great reason to believe that a certain 
John Curlis of Shrewsbury in New Jersey was con- 
cerned in taking at Bristol the packet from General 
Washington to Congress. I was one of the Com- 
mittee appointed to enquire into that matter; and in 
that character think it my duty to write to you upon 
the subject, that Mr. Curlis may be apprehended and 
examined. 

I have the honor to be, with much esteem, sir, your 
very humble servant, 

JAMES WILSON. 
His Excellency, Wm. Livingston. 



Minutes of the Commissioners appointed to regulate 

Prices. 

York Town, Wednesday Morning, March 26th, 1777. 

The commissioners appointed by the states of New 

York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland 

and Virginia for the purpose of considering of and 

forming a system of regulation adapted to those states 
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to regulate the price of labor, of manufactures and of 
internal produce within the$e states and of goods im- 
ported from foreign parts, except miUtary stores, to be 
laid before the respective Legislatures of each state for 
their approbation, met at the house of Mr. William 
White. Present 

John Sloss Hobart, CoL Robert Van Rennselaer, of 

New York. 
Theophilus Elmer, Joseph Holmes, of New Jersey. 
George Henry, Bartram Galbreath, John Whitehill, 
Richard Thomas, David McConaughy, of 
Pennsylvania. 
General Caesar Rodney, Lt. Col. Thomas Collins, 

Col. James Lattemore, of Delaware. 
Norman Bruce, John Braceo, Henry Griffith, Joseph 

Sim, of Maryland, 
l^ewis Burwell, Thomas Adams, of Virginia. 

Thomas Annor, Clerk. 

The several commissioners produced their creden- 
tials, which were read, approved and filed. The 
'resolve of Congress recommending to the several 
Legislatures, or, in their recess, to the Executive power 
of the states of New York, &c., to appoint commission- 
ers to meet at York Town in Pennsylvania on the third 
Monday of March instant, to consider of and form a 
system of regulation adapted to those states, to be laid 
before the respective Legislatures of each state for their 
approbation, was read and filed. 

Adjourned to 3 o'clock, "^afternoon. 
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The cammisskmers met Wednesday aiterao<m at 
3 o'clock, ptarsnaBt to adjoornment^ 

Present, Lewis Barwell, Chairman, &c. 

Ordered that Mr, Hobart, Mr, H«ry and Mr. Adams 
be a committee to devise ways and means to prevent the 
mischiefs arising from the spirit of monopoly so preva^ 
lent in these states. 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o'clock. 

Thursday morning 10 o'clock, March 27, 1777. 
The commissioners met pursuant to adjournment 
Present, Lewis Burwell, Esq., Chairman, &c. 
Adjourned till 4 o'clock in the afternoon. 

Thursday afternoon 4 o'clock, March 27, 1777. 

The commissioners met pursuant to adjournment 

Present, Lewis Burwell, Esq., Chairman, &c. 

The committee to whom it was referred to dej^ise 
ways and means, made their report, which, being read, 
was ordered to lie on the table for consideration till to- 
morrow morning, and is in the words following : 

Your committee to whom it was referred to devise 
ways and means to prjBvent the evils arising from the* 
spnrit of monopoly so prevalent at present, have taken 
the same into consideration and beg leave to report the 
foHowing resolves^ — 

Whereas many evil minded and disaffected persons 
have engrossed and monopolized large quantities of the 
necessaries of life in order to enhance the price, distress 
the army, and discourage the good people of these 
states in the present glorious struggle for their Bberty, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the several 
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Legislatures of New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, Maryland and Virginia to pass laws for the 
purpose of fixing the prices and enforcing the sale of 
such necessary articles as have been or may be from 
time to time engrossed, and which shall be necessary 
for the use of the army or the consumption of the in- 
habitants. 

Resolved, That the prices of the following articles 
that shall have been or may be engrossed or monppo- 
lized as aforesaid, do not exceed, in any or either of the 
said states, the rates hereinafter mentioned. 

Resolved, That it be further recommended to the 
several Legislatures aforesaid from time to time to fix 
the prices and enforce the sale of such other necessary 
articles imported from foreign parts as may be monopo- 
lized in manner aforesaid. 

Resolved, That no person ought to be considered as 
an engrosser or m<mopolizer who shall keep an open 
shop for the purpose of selling goods by retail, and who 
shall make no distinction in the price between gold and 
silver and continental bills, or the bills of credit of the 
respective state where the sale shall happen. 

Adjourned till 10 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

Friday morning 10 o'clock, March 28, 1777. 
The commissioners met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present, Lewis Burwell, Esq., Chairman, &c. 
The report was read and debated. 
Adjourned till 3 o'clock, March 28, 1777. 

Friday afternoon 3 o'clock, March 28, 1777. 
The commissioners met pursuant to adjournment. 
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Present, Lewis Burwell, Esq,, Chairman. &c. 

After some time spent in the consideration of the 
report, ordeied that the further consideration thereof be 
deferred till to-morrow morning. 

Adjourned till 10 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

Saturday morning 10 o'clock, March 29, 1777. 

The commissioners met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present, Lewis Burwell, Esq., Chairman, &c. 

Ordered that the report be recommitted, and that Mr. 
Braceo, Mr. Collins and Mr. Elmer be added to the 
committee, and that they be instructed to prepare a 
system of measures for remedying the evils occasioned 
by the present fluctuating and exorbitant prices of labor, 
of manufactures, of internal produce, and of goods im- 
ported from foreign parts, except military stores. 

Adjourned till 10 o'clock Monday morning. 

Monday morning, 10 o'clock, March 31, 1777. 

The commissioners met pursuant to adjournment 

Present, Lewis Burwell, Esq., Chairman, &c. 

The committee made their report, which, being read, 
was ordered to lay on the table for consideration, and is 
in the words following — 

Your committee to whom was recommitted the report 
of a plan to prevent the evils arising from a spirit of 
monopoly so prevalent at present, with an instruction 
to prepare a system of measures for remedying the 
evils occasioned by the present fluctuating and exor- 
bitant prices of labor, manufactures, internal produce, 
and goods imported from foreign parts, have taken the 
same into consideration, and are of opinion that the pre- 
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sent fluctuating and exorbitant prices of these articles 
are owing to the following causes. 

1st The great quantity of paper currency brought 
into circulation for the purpose of supporting the war ; 
whereby the medium greatly exceeds the quantity of 
transferable property, especially in those states in the 
neighborhood of the army, and is therefore so far forth 
decreased in its value to those who have no further 
use for it than to purchase the necessaries and con- 
veniences of Ufe. 

2d. The non-importation agreement, which subsisted 
while any hope remained that Great Britain would do. 
justice to the colonies, and the great risk attending a 
foreign commerce since the declaration of war, have 
prevented the inhabitants of these states from receiving 
the usual supplies of foreign commodities ; which, to* 
gether with the scarcity of raw materials and imple- 
ments requisite for their manufacturing the necessaries 
and conveniencies of life within themselves, have re- 
duced the quantity on hand greatly below the demand 
for the actual consumption of the country. 

Add to these, that a number of disaffected and inim- 
ical persons in the different states, who eagerly seize 
every opportunity of perplexing and distressing the 
good people in their present glorious struggle for every 
thing that ought to be dear to freemen, have refused to 
receive the continental and other currencies in pay- 
ments ; and where that could not be avoided, have by 
investing their monies in silver, gold, and other commo- 
dities, which have an intrinsic value, and by giving 
high and exorbitant prices for the same, led the way 
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for many inconsiderate persons to fdlow so pemicions 
an example ; wherebj tlie spirit of monopolj and extor- 
tion has incn^ased, great quantities of the necessaries 
and conveniences of life hare been purchased and laid 
ap, by some, under an expectation that should the eirent 
of the war prore un&vorable to the United States, pro- 
perty would be more secure in those articles than in 
paper currency; by others, with a view to the rapid 
increase of their fortunes by extorting an exorbitvit 
advance upon the prime cost of their goods ; which has 
induced the manufisicturer to withhold his commodities, 
- and the laborer his service, unless they could obtain a 
price equally extravagant For the remedy of which, 
and to prevent the like evils in future, your committee 
are of opinion that a general and permsment system of 
giving stability to, and preventing extortion in the 
prices of labor, of manufactures, and of internal pro- 
duce within the United States, and goods imported 
from foreign parts ought to be adopted, and for this desi- 
rable purpose, beg leave to report the following resolves. 

Resolved, First, that it be recommended to the seve- 
ral legislatures of New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, Maryland, and Virginia, by taxes and other- 
wise, according to the abilities of their respective states, 
to collect as much as possible of the paper currency 
already emitted, and not to issue the same again, but in 
cases of the most urgent necessity. [Disagreed to.] 

Resolved, Secondly, that it be recommended to the 
several legislatures aforesaid, to fix the prices and en- 
force the sale of such commodities as now are or here- 
after shall be in the hands of such persons who engross, 
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monopolize or withhold them from market ; the same 
being necessary fw the use of the army or navy, or 
the consomption of the inhabitants, and that the follow- 
ing articles, which may be so engrossed, monopolized, 
<Hr withheld from market, be sold at a rate not exceeding 
the prices hereinafter mentioned. 

Viz. And that the prices of all other articles that are 
or may be engrossed, monopolized, or withheld from the 
market, as aforesaid, be fixed by the respective legisla- 
tures in snch manner as that they shall bear the same 
prc^portion to those ahready enumerated, which they 
usually did before the commencement of the present war. 
And whereas, the price of labor and of manufisictures 
ought to be proporticmate to each other. Resolved, That 
it be recommended to the legislatures aforesaid to pass 
laws for the purpose of fixing and settling the rates and 
prices .hereinafter enumerated ; viz : And forther, that 
the manufactures not herein enumerated, be rated by 
the respective legislatures, in such manner, as that the 
prices may bear the same proportion to the price of 
labor, as now fixed, that they did before the commence- 
ment of the present war. 

And whereas, the practice of exposing goods and 
merchandize to sale, by way of public vendue has 
tended to increase the present fluctuating and exorbi- 
tant prices of the necessaries and conveniences of Life 
and encourage the spirit of monopoly : ilesolved. That 
it be recommended to the respective legislatures afore- 
said, to pass laws for restraining such practice in foture, 
except in the case of commodities, which shall have 
been condemned in a Court of Admiralty, or taken by 
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process issuing out of the other courts of law ; in which 
cases to regulate the sale by providing that no goods, 
wares or merchandize be sold in large lots ; and that 
no lot be removed from the warehouse, in which it 
shall be stored, under the care and direction of the 
proper officer, until the purchase money for the same be 
first paid down. 

And whereas, the most speedy and effectual measures 
ought to be pursued for procuring a sufficient supply of 
those commodities, which are more immediately neces- 
sary for the use of the army and navy, and the con- 
sumption of the inhabitants. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the respective 
legislatures aforesaid, to encourage the commerce to 
foreign parts, by establishing public assurance offices on 
the account of the respective states ; to encourage by 
premiums and otherwise, for a limited time, the import- 
ation of medicines, coarse woolen and linen cloths, 
coarse hosiery, felt hats, raw hides, tanned leather, men's 
common shoes, salt and wool, cotton and tow cords ; to 
discourage by every prudent means the importation 
and use of fine woolen and linen cloths, and all kinds 
of superfluities. 

To prohibit the exportation of skins and furs of all 
kinds, except to some one or other of the United States; 
to encourage by premiums and otherwise the increasing 
the number a§d improving the breed of sheep; the 
raising of flax, hemp, and cotton, the manufacturing of 
woolen and linen cloths, and the erecting of slitting 
and wire mills and salt works. 

Adjourned to 3 o'clock, afternoon. 
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Monday afternoon, 3 o'clock; March 31, 1777. 

The commissioners met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present, Lewis Burwell, Esq., Chairman, &c.. 

The report was read a second time and taken into 
consideration ; after some time spent thereon, 

Resolved, That the further consideration of it be 
deferred till to-morrow morning. 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o'clock. 

Tuesday morning, 10 o'clock, April 1, 1777; 

The commissioners met pursuant to adjournment 

Present, Lewis Burwell, Esq., Chairman, &c. 
. The consideration of the report was resumed. 

A motion was made and seconded, that the report be 
rejected, and the question being put it was received in 
the negative, in the manner following : viz : 

For the affirmative, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Mary- 
land. 

For the negative. New York, New Jersey, Virginia. 

Adjourned till 3 o'clock, afternoon. * 

Tuesday afternoon, 3 o'clock. 
The commissioners met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present, Lewis Burwell, Esq., Chairman, &c. 
Adjourned till ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Wednesday morning, 10 o'clock. 

The commissioners met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present, T-rCwis Burwell, Esq., Chairman, &c. 

.Mr. Braceo moved, and was seconded by Mr. Bruce, 
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that the report be amended as foUows : In the third 
resolve after the word '♦labor*' leave out the word "and" 
and after the word "manuftictures" insert the words, 
internal produce within those states, and of goods 
imported from foreign parts, except military stores and 
coarse wool^is, linens, felt hats^ coarse hosterj, and 
men's common shoes for the use of the army only, 
implements of manufacture, medicines, raw hides and 
salt 

For the question, Delaware. 

Against the question. New York, New Jersey, Penn- 
sylvania, Virginia. Maryland divided. 

Adjourned till 4 o'clock in the afternoon. 

Wednesday, 4 o'clock, afternoon. 

The commissioners met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present, Lewis Burwell, Esq., chairman, &c. 

After some time spent in the consideration of the 
report, the commissioners came to the following resohi- 
tibn, viz : Whereas, it appears in the course of the 
]proceedings of the board, that there is a great dissimi- 
larity of sentiment among the commissioners, about the 
measures to be adopted for remedying the evils occa- 
sioned by the fluctuating and exorbitant prices of labor, 
manufactures, and internal produce within these states, 
and of goods imported from foreign parts, except mili- 
tary stores: some conceiving themselves restricted by 
the resolves of Congress and the instructions received 
from their respective legislatures, from entering into any 
regulations but such as shall directly limit the prices of 
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those articles : — ^while others, conceiving that «uch 
regnlatioDS will be proactive of the most fatal conse- 
quences to these states, are for adopting measures which 
in their opinion will in their operation tend to counter- 
act the causes which have occasioned the evils so justly 
complained of. From whence it is evident that this 
^ard cannot proceed with unanimit)^ in establishing 
any particular system of measures for answering the 
purpose of their meetuig : — Therefore, Resolved unan- 
imously, That certified copies of the proceedings of 
the Board be transmitted to Congress, and to the res- 
pective legislatures of New York, New Jersey, Penn- 
sylvania, Delaware, Maryland, and Virginia ; and that 
this meeting be dissolved. 
A true copy. 

LEWIS BURWELL, Chairman. 
Signed Thursday evening. 

By candle-light, April 3, 1777. 

From General Heard to Governor Livingston. 

Head-Quarters, Raritan, April Ist, 1777. 
Sir, — Inclosed you have the copy of a letter I 
received from Colonel Beavers, in the county of Hun- 
terdon, by which you will see what a bad situation the 
mflitia of that battalion are in on account of the 
Captains of the several companies refusing to do their 
duty. I should be glad of your directions how to pro- 
ceed in the matter, that the men may be brought here ; 
they being very much wanted at present, as many of 
the militia's times expire this day. 



Digitized by 



Google 



46 CORRESPONDENCE OF THE NEW JERSEY [1777. 

Likewise should be glad of directions to know what 
is to be done with people that refuse to give up their 
protections, as I have now a man under confinement 
that refuses to give his up. The militia law points out 
no mode of what is to be done with such people. 

There is a villain apprehended with a warrant found 
with him to enlist men for the British army, and now in 
confinement, who has informed me there are many per- 
sons out now upon the same business, chiefly in Sussex 
county, the names of which you will find on the back 
of the letter enclosed, and beg you will direct such 
methods for the apprehending them as you shall think 
most proper. I should have sent after them myself, but 
have so few troops now here thought proper not to 
spare them, but to wait your directions. 

1 iw, v^ ^ '^M' V'lrn^l ^ servant, 

NATHANIEL HEARD 



t>(/tn Colonel Beavers to General Heard, enclosed in 
the foregoing. 

March 29th, 1777. 
Sir, — This is the second time the other field officers 
and myself have met on the orders you have sent me, 
and can do nothing, as three of the Captains of this 
battalion reftise to act ; nor have they warned a man in 
their companies on either of the orders, to wit : Captain 
Shenard, Captain Meddler and Captain Cline. I am 
and have been very unwell for some time or would 
have waited on you myself with pleasure, for your direc- 
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tions and advice on this important occasion, and must 
beg that favor by the bearer, Major Pettit, who can 
inform you of our whole proceedings. 

I have the honor, sir, to subscribe myself your hum- 
ble servant, 

JOS. BEAVERS. 
To General Heard. 

A list of the persons' names now enUsting men for 
the British army — 

Robert Ellison, (late Squire) in Sussex. 
Peter Anderson, do. 

WiUiam Hutchinson, do. 

John Ensley, (Seigeant) do. 

Hutchinson is soon expected at Brunswick with his 
company. 

From Charles Pettit to Governor Livingston. 

Burlington, April 5th, ITT*} 

Dear Sir, — You are already informed of my situa- 
tion respecting the residence of my family. I am 
obliged to remove them from the house they now 
occupy, and have no other provided for their reception, 
I have already taken not a little pains to procure a 
house, but without success, and it is an object of so 
much importance to me that I must still pursue it. 
Had I been at Uberty a month or six weeks ago to give 
attention to this business, I find I might have accom- 
plished it with much less difficulty. This, however, 
being business of a private nature, I should not have 
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troubled your ExceUency with it, but by way of apology 
for what foUows. The Legislature have thought fit to 
vest Mr. Bowes Reed, Mr. Joseph Newbold and myself 
or either of us, with authority to move the records now 
in the Secretary's office, in case of alarm, to some place 
of safety. How soon such alarm may happen is very 
uncertain; and from the circumstances I have men^ 
tioned it is very probable that when the hour arrives, I 
may be engaged in my family affairs, probably at a con- 
siderable distance from this place, that I cannot give it 
due attendance. I am also apprehensive that if it be 
deferred till the enemy are on the march this way, it 
will be very difficult to get the business effected : 
indeed, even now, I doubt whether teams could be got 
in this neighborhood to engage in it without military 
authority. Were it within my official duty, it might 
be said that my private concerns should give place to 
it But as it is altogether extra-official, I am persua- 
ded that it will not be expected. I mean not, however, 
to withdraw myself from it from any other motive than 
necessity, and I am persuaded the circumstances of my 
family will for the present sufficiently plead my excuse. 
If I can get them settled in time, I will turn my atten- 
tion to this business. But it seems to me that if it be 
proper to move the records, no time should be lost in 
getting about it Were I to attend wholly to it, I 
should wish to have the advice of your Excell^icy 
and the Council of Safety as to the place, and the route 
by which they are to be taken, and I conceive it is my 
daty to lay the matter thus before you. It is indeed a 
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buanesi of an £xecnti?e nature, which the Board, I 
belieFe, might have undertaken without the special 
act for the purpose, and in which they will now, 
probably, think proper to give their aid, especially as 
coerciye power may be necessary in the doing of it 
The boxes to pack the books and papers in are ready 
in the office. From the present very uncertain situa- 
tion of our affiurs, I ha,ve. not been able to fix an^ 
opinion as to the place the records should be mpred to. 
Your means of intelligence are so much better tbafk 
mine that you can determine on better grounds. I 
earnestly wish the Board would be pleased to give 
such advice and direction in the matter as they think 
best* Mr. Newbold lives within a few miles of Bor^ 
dentown, and may be easily consulted with. Mr. 
Reed will probably be at hand to superintend the 
packing up. Perhaps the necessary wagons may be 
procured at Bordentown. 

I am, with great respect, your Excellency's most 
obedient and humble servant, 

CHAS. PETTIT. 
His Excellency, Grov. Livingston. 

From Silas Condict to Governor Livingstotk 

Mondstown, Apql 7tfa, 1777.. 

Dmau Sib, — This day I received your favor of the 

23d ult, wherein you acquaint me that I have been 

appointed one of the Council of Safety. I am much 

concerned that you have so iew members attending at 

4 
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this critical season, and althougli it is extremely difficult 
at present for me to leave home (my family being in- 
oculated, and not yet through the small pox,) yet I will 
come at any time, rather than public business should 
suffer, on notice given me that it is necessary. Col. 
DeHart told me to-day that the battalion had arranged 
its officers, and only wanted an opportunity to present 
it for commission. The Colonel says that he has at 
Gen. Washington's request examined several of the 
prisoners now in jail here, and that it will be best for 
the Council of Safety to sit in this county soon ; and 
if this is thought proper, I think it will be best to sit 
either at. Mendham, or at Capt. Dunn's in Roxberry, 
as the army is stiU at Morristown, and it will be incon- 
venient to sh there. 

I am, with great respect, your most obedient and 
humble servant, 

SILAS CONDICT. 
His Excellency, Gov. Livingston. 

From Wiiliam Smith and Benjamin Rumsey, to 
Governor Livingston. 

Philadelphia, April 8tfa, 1777. 

Sir, — Mr. Campbell being a gentleman unknown to 
us, we have made inquiry into his character, and have 
the pleasure to be informed that there was a gentleman 
of that name of a good and fair character who lived 
in St. Mary's county, in Maryland, married there, and 
had children; that he lost his wife and carried his 



Digitized by 



Google 



1777.] EXECUTIVE FROM 1776 TO 1786. 51 

children to Scotland about two years ago to be educa- 
ted. That he is in the possession of property, and has 
always been zealously attached to the liberties of 
North America, having stepped forth as early in her 
cause as any of her sons. As he appears to be the 
man, we are of the opinion that he may be released by 
your Excellency, as we esteem him a good fellow 
citizen, a thing rare in his countrymen with us, and 
cannot apprehend the least danger from him. 
We are your Excellency's most humble servants, 

WM- SMITH, 
BENJ. RUMSEY. 
His Excellency, Gov. Livingston. 



Examindtion of Jesse Woodward. 

Allen Town, April 10th, 1777. • 

The examination and confession of Jesse Wood- 
ward. 

He says he has pressed wagons, and disarmed a 
cehain Arthur Livingston, and took John Hendrick- 
son's gun out of his wagon on the road near Buckelow's 
for the use of the British army : that he went from his 
house about the last of December 1776, into the Fines 
about ten miles from his house, and lived in one of the 
cabins for about a week at a time, and sometimes went 
home and removed to a cabin on Crosswick's Creek 
above Wall's Mill, where he has lived for about three 
or four weeks past 

He has seen Thomas Fowler and Nicholas Williams 
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since his going to the last mentioned cabin, and says 
they came to him and he had some conversation with 
them, and that he understood from his children they 
were mider the same circumstances that he was. He 
say» he had no authority from any person in the British 
or Hessian army to impress horses or wagons, but that 
he went in company with others that went to press 
wagons, viz, Anthony Woodward, commonly called 
little Anthony, and that his brother Anthony Wood- 
ward, commonly called black Nat, was in company 
with them ; he says he has left his gun in a tree in the 
woods, somewhere between his former cabin and the 
one he last lived in, with some powder and shot 

He says he with the others above mentioned was at 
Jacob Hendrickson's, and that he ordered a wagon and 
two horses from there ; and that he saw Samuel Wood- 
ward sometime about the fall of the last snow at his 
house ; that Fowler and Williams were with him the 
best part of a night ; went last to see him at his cabin, 
but he don't recollect the day of the week or how 
many days ago. He says he only impressed the 
wagon for the British army, and not the guns, as he 
says he intended to return them to the owners. 

Taken before me the day and date above written, 
and in the presence of CoL Brearley. 

FRAN'S WADE, al Allen Town. 
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From Francis Wade to Oovemor Limng^on. 

Men Town, April lOth, 1777. 

SiR« — ^I was hafided your obliging favor of the 9th 
instant, last night, »nc6 which Lewis Bastedo and the 
party with him have succeeded so fur as to secure Jesse 
Woodward, whom I have exioiiined, and have now en- 
closed his confession to you to lay before the honorable 
the Comicil of Safety, and himself a prisoner for farther 
examination. I find he is very backward in giving any 
information. You'll find by his confession and Fowler's, 
that they differ much in the time of their last meeting 
and talking together ; it however plainly appears that 
there is a gang of them fiving among the pines and no 
doubt in readiness to shew themselves whenever oppor- 
tunity offers. I therefore think it a duty incumbent on 
me for the good of the service, to continue here until I 
represent this matter to his Excellency, General Wash- 
ington, notwithstanding I have his letter, if my private 
affairs call me home to go. 

I am much obliged for your Excellency's, and the 
Honorable the CounciFs approbation of my conduct, 
and hope to deserve it on all occasions when the ser- 
vice of my country calls on me. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient and 
most humble servant, 

FRAN'S WADE. 
To His ExceDency, Wm. Livingston, Esq., Governor 

of New Jersey. 

P. S. I have hot heard farther about the corps of 
Williams. I am of opinion it is agreeable to Gen'i 
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Washington's general orders that Baistedo should have 
the rifle and gun taken from Fowler and Williams. If 
you and the honorable Council are of the same opinion 
shall be glad to know, and shall act accordingly. You 
have, inclosed, a note left by CoL Samuel Forman. 
Ammunition is much wanted, if any, it would be well 
to send some by the party. 

From Oeneral Washington to Governor Livingston. 

Head-Quarteni, Moiristown, April 10, 1777. 

Sir, — I am honored with yours of the 14th. I don't 
know whether CoL Duyckink comes properly under 
the civil or military jurisdiction, but from the following 
state of the fricts on which I ordered him to be secured, 
you will be able to form a judgment; and if you think 
he falls within the civil line, I will most cheerftiUy give 
him up to you. 

Some time in the winter, CoL Duyckink came vol- 
untarily out of Brunswick, and surrendered himself to 
GenL Dickinson, at Millstone ; said he had seen my 
proclamation, and had come to take the benefit of it ; 
that he had been ill-used by the British army, and that 
he was determined to remain with his countrjrmen. 
GenL Dickinson sent him up to me ; he told me the 
same story and I permitted him to go at large. Some 
little time after this, he applied to Lord Stirling for lib- 
erty to return again to Brunswick, who not being 
acquainted with the circumstances, granted him per- 
mission ; but before he went GrenL Dickinson, luckily 
received information from a person who came out of 
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Bnmswick, who told him he had heard Cordandt 
Skinner tell Duyckink ''he was afraid it would not do, 
and that there would be danger in the experiment,'' 
meaning his going out under pretence of becoming a 
convert Upon this he was stopped and carried before 
GenL Green, who asked him what was the reason of 
this sndden aheration in his sentiments. He said that 
he could not in conscience take the oaths to the state, 
as he had taken the oath of allegiance to the king ; 
that the people in the country threatened his life; 
and that he thought he had better return to Brunswick. 
Genl. Green askeld him if he had not considered the mat- 
ter of taking the oaths to the state before he came out, 
as he owned he had seen the proclamation. But he 
gave such evasive answers that it convinced us that he 
only came oat to get intelligence, and I therefore had 
him apprehended and sent to Philadelphia, where he 
has been since confined. He is looked upon as so dan- 
gerous a man by the well affected in this part of the 
country, that I believe his being^ set at liberty, and suf- 
fered to remain in the country, would create great 
uneasiness. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your 
most obedient servant, 

GEO. WASHINGTON 

His excellency. Gov. Livingston. 
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From Francis Hopkinson to Governor Livingston. 

Philadelphia, Friday. 

Dear Sir, — The enclosed letter is from a Committee 
of Congress, requesting that you would cause John 
Curlis to be apprehended and examined. 

Mr. Wikon is at present so engaged in the investiga- 
tion of a dangerous plot, (the particulars of which I 
have wrote to Mrs. Hopkinson,) that he could not be 
so explicit as he could wish, and therefore requested me 
to inform you that the desire of the Committee is, that 
you would be so good as to hava this Curlis strictly 
examined, and if you find sufficient grounds of suspi- 
cion, or any direct proof against him, that he may be 
forwarded to Philadelphia. 

The Coagress have it much at heart to discover by 
what means the packet of Bristol was conveyed to 
Lord Howe, and to have the traitors brought to light 
As I gave you all the particulars of this ajQfair that had 
come to my knowledge, there is no occasion to repeat 
them now. Only this I would observe, that it will be 
necessary for you to have the evidence of Bassonet's 
bar-keeper at Bristol But I fear Curlis has taken such 
good care of himself that he will save you and us any 
fiirther trouble. 

With compliments to Mr. and Mrs. Imley, I have the 
honor to be 

Your friend and humble servant, 

FRA« HOPKINSON. 
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From Otneral Putnam U> Otwemar Livingston. 

PrineetoD, ApAlbbih, 1777. 

Dear Sir« — Under a guard I send you Stephen Fldod, 
Jacob Dancer, John Butler Lmch, and an old William 
Hal^nny, who have been taken going in and oat of 
Brunswick. 

Inclosed is a copy of a letter from Major Scudder, 
by which you will see what Flood is accused ot and 
several depositions against Dancer. 

Flood was sent to me without any crime, and nothing 
(thus) appearing against him, I gave him a pass to 
Philadelphia; and afterwards received the inclosed 
from Major Scudder. I sent immediately after and 
secured him. 

Elisabeth Brewer, whose dq^osition you have in- 
closed, was taken coming out of Brunswick, and 
Inrought before me. She gave information of one Lucas 
Voorbees, likewise of Linch and HaHpernny, whom I 
now send you, and many others whom I have sent lor, 
but not yet secured. 

There was nothing particular appearing against Voor- 
h^s, and I (of cc^ssequence) dsmissed him, first taking 
his parole not to communicate any intelligence to the en- 
emy relative to the situation or strength of the American 
army; but on the contrary to immediately communicate 
all the intelligence he can coHect of the movement and 
intentions of the British army to some of the officers in 
the continental service. The above Elizabeth Brewer 
has an incUnation to enter the hospital as a nurse, in 



Digitized by 



Google 



58 CORRE8PONDBNCK OF THE NEW JEESET [1777* 

which employment she has been before engaged at 
this place ; and the surgeon giving her a good character, 
I have thooght proper to detain her here for that pur- 
pose. 

If you have any objections, and will let me know, I 
will send her immediately to you. 

I am, sir, with utmost respect, your most obedient, 
humble servant, 

ISRAEL PUTNAM. * 

His excellency. Governor Livingston. 



From Rev. A. Mc Whorter and Elisha Boudinot to Chv- 
emor Livingston, 

Newark, April 26, 1777. 
May it please your excellency: — The unhappy situa- 
tion of this town, being so contiguous to the enemy, 
who threaten us daily with an invasion, renders it 
absolutely necessary that the militia of this place should 
be put on a more respectable footing, and officered with 
gentlemen whose tried fidelity in a time of distress 
entitles them to the confidence of their country. A 
number of the inhabitants have agreed to recommend 
as officers the persons mentioned in the enclosed peti- 
tion to your exceUency. And as some particular reasons 
render it absolutely necessary that no time should be 
lost in having proper officers appointed, we have sent 
Mr. Banks as an express. He is a person who is ca- 
pable of giving a true representation of the state of the 
town, and who may be depended on. If your excel- 
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lency and the council should approve of the gentlemen 
recommended, we beg Mr. Banks may be dispatched 
with the commissions immediately. 

We have the honor to be your exceDency*s most 
ob't and h'ble servants, 

A. McWHORTER. 
ELISHA BOUDINOT- 
Governor Livinqston. 



From Major Taylor to Governor Livingston. 

Cranbory, May 7, ITH. 

May it please your Excellency : — By a letter received 
from Major-General Putnam, I was commanded imme- 
diately to apprehend Peter Overt, Mr. Lake and Fran- 
cis Letts, living near Raritan river, in the county of 
Middlesex, and send them to your excellency. The 
general informed me that they have lately been trading 
with the enemies of our country with potatoes and 
some other articles. They carried on this trade by 
means of one Halfpenny, a very old man, and an in- 
habitant of the same part of the country with them- 
selves. There have been many complaints brought 
against those men this winter past; but not sufficient 
evidence appearing, they have as yet been unpunished. 
From your humble servant, 
JOHN TAYLOR, 
Commanding officer at Cranbury. 
His excellency, William Livingston, Esq., 
Governor of the State of New Jersey. 
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From Major Taylor to Crovernar Livingston, 

Cnaboiy^ Maj 15, ITH. 

May it please your excellency: — This moming sent 
on under guard two prisoners, taken by a party fiom 
this post, within one mile of the enemy's lines, going to 
Brunswick as they tkraaselves confess. The name of 
the one is Thomas Woodbum from Grossnecks, with 
whom I am unacquainted, but his neighbors give him a 
very bad character. The other's name is Thomas 
Williams, who is also a stranger to me : he says that 
he formerly taught an English school in different parts 
of the country ; he came from New York four weeks 
past, and was now ^ideavoring to return. These kind 
of men are certainly very dangerous to the state, yet it 
is very difficult to obtain any evidence - against them, 
fiirther than what we ourselves do observe. If I ean 
possibly get any more evidence against John Brown, 
alias Lee, sent to Haddonfiekl from this j^ce, I will 
immediately send it on to the governor. 

From your very humble servant at command, 

JOHN TAYLOR, Major 2d BattaHon. 
To his Excellency, Wm. Livinoston. 



From Colonel Brearly to Governor Livingston. 

AUentown, May 19, 1777. 
Sir, — Your excellency will have delivered herewith 
a certain Giles WilKams, who left this state last sum- 
mer with Elisha Laurener and others, and joined the 
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enemy on Staten Idand ; he ha9 for some time past 
been larking in the Pines with a set of villains, but 
was very luckily taken last night in the edge of the 
Fines, by Lieut Barton, and sent up to this {dace. 

I am your exceUency's most obedient and hundble 
servant, < 

DAV^ BREARLEY, Jun. 
His exceUency, Governor Livingston. 

From John Cox and Elijah Clark^ to the PreriderU of 
the Cotmcil of Safety. 

Poikft of Lkde Egg Uarfaor, Jane 13tli, 1*177. 
Sir, — We this morning received information from 
Gapt Bradley, at the FoxlxHrough, that on the 10th 
instant, about six o'clock in the evening, a brig 
appeared off Little Egg Harbor Inlet, and made a 
signal for a Pilot, on which Joseph Sowey with 
his brother and two boys, went off to conikict her 
into port, and were unluckily taken and carried off. 
Immediately on taking them on board, the brig pro* 
ceeded to the mouth of Great Egg Harbor Inlet, wh^^ 
she again threw out a signal for a pilot, on which Mr. 
Golder, a noted man in that way, went off with his 
boat, and on approaching near enough to discover what 
she was, finding her to be a vessel of force, and observ- 
ing her to hoist out her boat to windward, which was 
managed with some degree of precipitation, he immedi-* 
ately put about, and pushed for the shore, the enemy's 
boat pursuing with only two men appearing, and on 
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coming within about one hundred yards, a number of 
m&a. instantly showed themselves, fmd fired on Golder 
and crew, who with some difficulty gained the shore, 
but were obliged to quit their boat, which fell into the 
hands of the enemy. As Sowey b one of our best 
pilots, and well acquainted with our Inlet, we doubt 
not he will be made use of by the enemy to bring in 
their tenders, and pilot them up the bay and river; 
which may be productive of the most fatal consequen- 
ces, the inhabitants being in the most helpless condition 
and having a great number of cattle and other property 
that must immediately fall into the hands of the pirates, 
unless some spirited steps are immediately taken to 
prevent it ; and being desirous of doing everything in 
our power to disappoint them, we have presumed to 
take from Capt Shaler eight or ten pieces of cannon, 
belonging to a sloop of his lately cast away on the 
coast, which we have this day ordered down to the 
Foxboroughs, under his direction, with orders immedi- 
ately to throw up a battery to defend the Inlet, and to 
annoy the enemy as much as possible, should they 
attempt an entrance. 

There is now at Foxboroughs a guard of about 20 
men, and Col. Clark will immediately order down as 
many more, to assist in doing the necessary work. 
Powder and provisions for the people will be immedi- 
ately wanted. Shot can be procured here. We doubt 
not the hon'le Council will think it expedient to 
lose no time in giving the necessary directions for 
effecting what they may think ought to be done on 
this alarming occasion. 
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We are, with great respect, your most ob't and 
h'e ser'ts, JOHN COX. 

ELIJAH .CLARK. 
The Hon. the President of the Council of Safety. 

From the President of the Continental Congress to 
Governor Livingston. 

Philadelphia, June 12th, 1777. 
Sir, — You are hereby requested to order out forth- 
with five hundred of the militia of the state of New 
Jersey, to assist in completing the works now erecting 
at BiUingsport for the defence of the river Delaware, 
it being of the utmost consequence that the fortifica- 
tions at that [dace should be completed without delay. 
By order of Congress, 

JOHN HANCOCK, Prest 
His Excellency, Gov. Livingston. 

From Judge Morris to Governor Livingston. 

Newtown, June 14th, 1777. 
Sir, — ^Enclosed your ExceUency has a list of the 
convictions, and the judgments thereon, at this very 
tedious, and I would have said, premature Court, if the 
Council had not thought expedient on mature delibera- 
tion to have appointed it I had the pleasure to find 
Mr. Justice Symms here at my arrival, and confess if 
I had supposed the Council would have spared him for 
the business, I would not have travelled post over the 
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mouatauis thcQugh the rain and lata into the night on 
so very short a nc^ce. 

Judges young in office, and not appointed for their 
legal emditicm, associates but reputable farmers, doctors 
or shopkeepers, young office'rs, no council nor clerk, for 
want of timely notice, which was not even given to the 
sheriff, and this in a disaffected country, both witnesses 
and criminals to be collected from all parts of the state. 
Thus circumstanced was a court of the highest expect- 
ant ever held in New Jersey ; a court for trial of a 
nundber of state criminals, some for high treason, a 
criow so litde known in New Jersey, that perhaps the 
first lawyer in it woold not know bow to enter judg- 
ment under our constitution. It would make an excel* 
lent paragraph in Gaine's veritable Mercury ; no other 
printer would venture to publish it In England where 
treasons and rebellicms are from immemorial usage, 
become fruniliar terms, twelve learned judgea from the 
first courts in the world, the members of privy council, 
and the first gendemen in the kingdom, would have 
been sent on such an errand, and attended by old and 
experienced officers, and the ablest council at the bar ; 
witnesses prepared, criminals to try, and seasonable 
notice given. But there the law is systematically ad-* 
ministered, and the ministers of it have setded forms of 
practice, under an old constitution well understood. 
And here we have a new modelled government, incom- 
plete in parts, young in practice, and contingencies un- 
provided for. 

Seriously, sir, with due submission to the council, I 
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dtonld htK^n tkomf^t that for a cowl of rach wtme^ 
qoMce^ tie memborft of te ccNUicit ani some of die 
bw oi^t te luiFo been joinod m the ccHnmissioa 
mA reqfmoted to attend We hare mt widi great pa* 
MDee, attd have sew dosed the third weeL Had it 
Mt beett for the fiegUgcuoe oft ^any of a raacaly 
pwlsr, k aaflbimg Jdkn Eddj^ the onfy peraon indicted 
far U^ treason, to escape yesteiday momiDg, I flatter 
wjsself we shoold haTe aeqaitted ovniehres with totera* 
Ue sneoess, and I hope have gsren si^bfoctkm to the 
good people. This esoape has given me much imeasi^ 
ness, as I fear it wiU be undeservedly attributed to the 
inattention of the court. If the gaoler w» not privy 
to the escape, whidi did not appear, he m periiaps too 
aomrefy pianished. The court in foong his punishment 
had a retrospective eye to past abuses of this sort, and 
thon^t an early exam^ (tf severity would be fikely 
to prev^it them in future. He appears to be a young 
liinpk felkw, mMC^pudnled with the duties of his office, 
attd not fally mstructed by the ^eriff, who has been 
ahnost daitf cauticmed on the sublet. This gader^i 
case is reconnneMded to the mercy of your excellency 
and ooiuicil, at such seaaon as you shs^ judge expedient 
to exercise it Mr. Atfy. Gen'l will inform you of the 
particular demerits of the other convicts ; some of them 
may hereafter be entitled to partial pardons ; I wish I 
conld say tliey were at this time* The little time the 
OMnbers of the eoort had for coimdering ike connnia- 
abn after my arrival, hurried us mto a matter which on 
fofther consideration I confess I am not satisfied with 
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I mean the short time between the teste and retani 
for the praecipe for the Grand Jorj^ In £ngland I 
observe fifteen days was ordered, oa matare detibara- 
tion, of all the judges acting under the special com- 
mission of 1746. What the practice has been in New 
Jersey we do not know, as the clerk has none of the 
former circuit papers. If we have erred, it is partly 
chargeable on the council for appointing the court so 
shortly afiter issuing the commissicm, and they are 
hound to get the legislature to cure it. Had I had half 
an hour's time for thinking of the matter, it should 
liave been otherwise. 

In your letter notifying me of this court, you ob- 
serve that my not attending the courtat Burlington 
had given uneasiness. Whatever private individuals 
might have thought, I am persuaded no member of 
the legislature had the least right to expect my attend- 
ance. Two hundred miles a day is rather hard 
travelling, and even that would not have done unl^ 
they suppose me possessed of the spirit of divina- 
tion. I accepted my present office to manifest my 
resolution to serve my country. I meto to do the duty 
of it while I hold it, according to my best judgment. 
Whenever the legislature think they can fiU it more 
advantageously, the tenor of my commission shall not 
disappoint them. 

The court rose without adjournment, as it was not 
supposed they would have occasion to set again, 
unless Eddy should be retaken. If this should be 
the case I hope one of the other justices will be able 



Digitized by 



Google 



1777.] BXSCUTnrs Fapic 1776 to 1786. 67 

to attend ; I fear I shall not. I wish the legishtnre 
before anodier court sits woakl take under consider* 
atiofi the judgment in high treason,— old indictments; 
at the suit of the king, — and smne other difficulties ia 
former practice, which the Att'y Genl will mention to 
you. 

I have the honor to be your excellency's very hum- 
ble serv't, 

. ROB'T MORRIS. 
Gov'r Livingston. 

From Charles Pettit to Governor Livingston. 

Barlington, Jane 15> 1777. 
Dear Sir, — ^You will receive herewith a dra^aght of 
a Commission of Oyer and Terminer, which I have 
made from one of the old forms ; it is a translation as 
liberal as the change of style will admit I send also, 
h]^ way of cover, the draught of the late commission for 
Shssex, so that you may have an opportunity of com- 
paring them. On farther consideration, (though I have 
had no opportunity of examining books^) I am better 
satisfied that the Court of Oyer and Terminer may be 
legally held under such commission, if it were only by 
virtue of the Act for reviving and establishing the 
courts of justice. The only doubt that remains is the 
appointment of assistant justices to those of the Su- 
preme Court, as it may be said they ought to be elected 
by the Council and Assembly ; if so, it might be well 
at their next meeting to elect a set of associates for 
each county. • 
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VMBbte movittrait of thm emtmf: bM put tibe militb 
fteu^ genenUjr in. waotkm, oxeept in this oonaty whmm 
IMI few kave tsmed o«t; wmeduiie mmt vny ym 
perlMfB be doM witk tkMBr eqpedsdlji aa dney faf w 
tlleiii iMgUbom are gmng with dteerfelueas and Qaa&^ 
dent of success. 

VAtoy and ftt taJ ny we. were, not ^te fbee fr»m 
alarming apprehensions, knowing but little of ^ ene^ 
myV sttrangth, what course they would take, or what 
numbers of militia' would turn out to aid oftr army ; 
but we now imagine they win not reach far westward 
of Brunswick.' I hare, howerer, mored away the 
boxes I was some time ago desired to prepare, with 
their eoMents^ leaving nodui^ bnt a few conveBienoes, 
fer eurrent bnsinraa. You will know whai I mean by 
this deseription* 

iTon will scarcely expect anything in the news-way 
from ttte, M the attJention of erery otte is now so foed 
on die transaedom of the part of the country yon aie 
ne^er to than I am. I may, however, mention a 
report we had on Saturday hat, (which seemed to come 
straigH di^d ha» not been contradicted,) that the enemy 
had invested Egg Harbor Inlet, and taken out two sloops 
and a larger vessel outward bound. 

I am, with great respect, D'r sur, your most obedient* 
humble servant, 

CUA8. PETTIT. 

His excellency. Governor LivmfisToif . 
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Frtm Omfnl JSkardt^ the Qmmdl^if ^9(!^y* 

^tepln, JttM IWh, ilfOT. 

iNT your «BmiMik>B. Thejr ate «liiag«d with litUng 
mraf ]DAn«iiJawlUiiiBi8mer aoBiete^ tt I^a»- 

«w. I abi^Miid Ifigor GordMt iridi jMend ^jgntwi 
(Mtbno, and ^ofdam tfrom lut Kflccelfeficy, GMnmri 
HHashiogtoB, nqpeeting k, atul as Ifctgr wiire «M m 
actaalaeniiceatliieidMeof tdiiag^d<eii, mostfidhr 

finding siqqKWdd to be aear lour lia«di^ weight iMs. 
Gmiom w9l infaiw yooi !Vwre|iwtieiAUljr. 
I am, geal» your fannb. mt^t^ 

NATHINIJBL HSASie. 



i^nrni CharUs P^it to ^f^Dermr Limngftan. 

Budiagtoti^ J«ii& UMi, 'V777. 
Beak fini,<*-I had the honor to^oiiclose toyon a fear 
dbys ego a drangfat of a commission of Oyer aad Te^ 
iiiiner, &c, bat as conve^auaces are qneert iin, I Jdmnt 
not when k siay reach yon. Last otrening I ^omtA 
die endoaed latter firora Gol. Cex, and in oribr A> 
' eonv^ it to yos, I shaH mmi this to the rnaMiiaiidiii|^ 
jiffio«r at Bristol, vnA a reqaest to fermurdk, diher &^ 
ihe return of am expresa, or by aoaie iofflecir ^gonig itp 
head (laaaMra. I would beg ka^e to sacovaMnd it ito 
jroor iEMoUency's coMidcaation, whether it woaM inot 
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be proper to order a part of the militia to watch the 

motions of the enemy about the Egg Harbor Inlets. I 

hare been informed the militia, from Trenton upwards, 

^ave turned out with great zeal and unanimity. I also 

iieard they are ddng the like in the counties southward 

of this ; but that from an apprehension of danger (m 

their t>wn coasts, where the enemy's vessels are con** 

'Stantty in view, and daily making descents in small 

parties, th^ will march very reluctantly from that 

quarter. Some, however, are on their march, and from 

ivhat I can learn they would come from thence pretty 

-generally, were it not for the consideration I have 

mentioned; and tl}ey now think themselves the more 

exposed there, as the Penif^ylvania troops are withihrawn 

from Billingsport Your ExceUency wiU judge how fer 

it will be proper to alter the orders respecting the militia 

of the southern counties. As to. this county, I fear but 

little is to be expected. A banefrd influence has been 

too much spread among the people, ^and though there 

are yet many among them who would willingly act 

with propriety if they knew how to set about it, their 

services are lost to the public for want of active and 

spirited officers of weight and influence to coUect and 

(draw them to a point In these alarming times, there 

tseems.to be a necessity for some established mode of 

'Conveyance from this quarter of the state to your 

Excellency. At present, were the exigency ever so 

^essuig, I should scarcely know by what route to send 

im exjHress to you, or where you might be found. 

In the neighboriiood of the army, I apprdiend the 
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mikuy power mast ifi a great measnre overshadow 
the x^ivil, bat at this distance from it, the Executive 
power of the govermnent would give vigor to the 
pobKc measures. As to affairs merely of a civil nature, 
there may not be immediate necessity to call your 
Exmllency's attention to them, as the government is so 
hi established in this quarter of the state as to work its 
way pretty well in the ordinary course. But having 
the enemy all around the coast, exigences are constantly 
arising which require exertions and military arrange- 
ments that I am apprehensive our officers are not equal 
to, and both the commander-in-chief of the state, and 
commander-in-chief of the army, being at so great a 
distance, I fear wiU be attended with inconvenience. 

I have said more than I intended when I began this 
letter, and periiaps more than it becomes me to say on 
subjects of this kind, but as it has arisen merely from a 
regard to the welfare of the state and the honor of your 
government, I am persuaded you will consider it as an 
emanation of friendship, rather than iinpute it to an 
impertinent desire of intermeddling in things out of 
my line of duty. If the hints I have mentioned pro- 
duce any effect for the good of the state, they wiU not 
meet with your censure ; if otherwise, I hope they 
will be esteemed at least innocent, and escape repre- 
hension, from the goodness of the motive which gave 
rise to them. 

People in general, as weU in Philadelphia as in this 
part of Jersey, are frir from being dismayed at the late 
manoeuvres of the enemy: on the other hand, they 
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thittiL the cause wvrmc kid a &irer pMspsel of raciMi 
tim at preMit AjmI so long as this sorttinttit <1mi 
BOt hill OS into shi^Ui Mcontjr, k any ba radwr faa»- 
afioial than otlnrwiw. 
I att» wkh gnat veq^eot, yoar asoat ob't and li'e 9r\ 

CffS PETTIT 
His Ezceflency, Crov. Lnrmoaroir. 

fV^^m Joseph Hedden, Jr^ to Governor Lwingston. 

Newadk, June Slit, 1777. 
Sir, — I take this opportunity by a U^timrse seat 
by M^or Hayes» to transmit to yoor Excellency the 
names of the women that have their husbands at New 
York or Bergen, with the enemy. Nothing new in 
this town since I saw your Excellency. I am daily 
applied to by ^ome of the inhabitants of this place to 
nominate some it person to act as deputy Surrogate. 
There are a number of wiUs to be proved, and lettea 
of administratkm granted, and no person in this county 
ijnalified to act in that office. If yoor Excellency 
would please to aj^nt Elisha Boudinot, Esq., to that 
office it would greatly oblige a number of the inhabilr 
ante of this town. There yesterday came to this town 
one Caleb Bruen, who was taken prisoner about eif^ 
woeks ago by the ^lemy, at or near Faramoa. I sap* 
pose he is sent by Mr. Brown and Mr. Isaac Ogdan to 
get inteU^ence. He is to vetwnback to New Yoi4 in 
three or fiour days, and sbowa a pass from Gbh. Pigot to 
aome to New»k and return to New YorL If yaw 
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Sflcelbncy tkM» pf6|per mid firaen ^abmSA be jpMr- 
mklad to MHim to I9ew ¥oi1l, pbaw to kferm ioae by 

I «ii jmt E^icceBewey^ teost ob't and Vt serr't, 

K>8. H!EBD£N,9ii, 
His ExceUency, Gov. JjvnnfSfBTotf. 

Names of the Tory women. 

ElLubeth Bailey, Haimak Waid, 

Mny Longworth, Abigail War4 

Sarah Crawford, EUubeth Wheeler, 

Mai^aret Nichols, Mrs. Conaelly, 

Gatharme Lcoigwocth, Eliubelli JBrowm* 

Phebe Banks, Sarah Sayvee, 

Lydia Sayres, Potty Wood. 



JPr0m Gknifwl Diokims^m to Oowemor Limnf$ttm. 

Doiiitdbit>ok, Jtme MA, ITfT. 

Bkar Snt,— *I reoeired year Escelleiicy's kner by 
Mi. Ew^on ; which together widi the informMiOtt 
Moeived from set^eral members who attended die jmnt 
Meeting at the time of my being ohosen, has given me 
^ anoerest sadsfigtelkm. I do acoept die eomBRSflson 
«f Major Hemtni as a mark of the aj^probalicm of my 
con d m ^t, of the honorable Ootineil and Assembly e( 
this etete, »id shall on all occasions endeavor to vender 
'die most essmctial services in my power. 

Neidier my own heidth, nor the sitnation of my 
teiMy, woiM permit me to acoept a oomnnssion tint 
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should oblige me to do daty as I fimMriy dkL Btft 
whenever there is a general call for the militia I'lntt 
attend, and continue as long as the militia remain out, 
or his Excellency shall think proper. I have been in- 
formed by many gendemen of both houses the ap- 
pointment was made with that view. 

His Excellency, Gen. Washington, last evening re- 
quested me to send up Gren. Heard with about 500 men 
to Fompton, to take his old station. As t apprehend it 
will come with more propriety from your Excellency, 
I beg the fiivor of you to send such an order. Should 
your Excellency, upon a similar occasion in future, 
think it proper for me to issue such an order, you will 
{dease to ^gnify the same. 

Several persons in the counties of Buriington 
and Hunterdon, I am informed, have an inclination 
to form themselves into a troop of horse, as there are 
not any in that part of the state ; and their utility 
being sufficiently known to your ExceUency, I should 
be glad you would give permission for raising a 
Uroop. Captain Gamble, of Buriington county, has 
offered to raise a troop, sdiould your Excellency think 
proper to commission him. He says young Mr. Nosder 
will accept a commission, and also Mr. Israel Carle, of 
Hunterdon county, will take the Lieutenancy. There 
may be some rules respecting this matter that I am not 
acquainted with ; whatever they are nmst be known to 
your Excellency. But as we have an immediate and 
fureesing occasion for a numb^ of li^t-horse, I beg leave 
earnestly to request you wiU give this matter inmiediate 
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dispatch. This letcer is prepared in great haste, upon 
a shattered table, and in a crowded room. Your 
ExceHency will therefore excuse inaccuracies. 

As his Excellency has dismissed the militia, upon their 
promise of an immediate return if necessary, shall go 
to Trenton for a few days if nothing material happens. 

Your ExceUency's most ob*t ser't, 

PHILEMON DICKINSON. 
His Excellency, Gov. Livingston. 



Fro7n Major Hayes to Governor Livingston. 

Newark, June 30, 1777. 

Sir, — In pursuance of your excellency's order of the 
24th instant, ordering me to remove from the county of 
Essex certain women and children therein mentioned, 
I last Saturday sent the following women with their 
children on the east side of the Hackensack River; 
viz: Catharine Longworth, Elizabeth Bailey, Hannah 
Ward, and Mary Wood ; Phebe Banks had gone to 
New York by way of Hackensack before the order 
came to hand. Elizabeth Wheeler is too sick to be 
removed. I cannot find any such person as Anna Clark 
Ritter in New York or Elizabethtown. 

I have the honor to be your most ob't ser't, 

SAM'L HAYES. 
His Excellency, Gov'r Livingston. 
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pFom Jos^h JBeddeUj Jr^ to Oovemor Livingston. 

Sib, — On Satarday last we had an aknn liere^ and 
expected the enemy in town within an hoar from the 
time the ahem was given. My first thought was 4ie 
prisoners which we have confined here. Upon going 
to die Jaii I could find neither sherifi* nor jailer to con- 
sult with in r^ard to their safe^. The sheriff livfi 
some seven miles from the town, and the jailer ten. 
The enemy can at any time they please, with a party 
of men, and with the assistance of their flat-bottomed 
boats, ravage this part of the country, and carry off who 
and what they hav^ an inclination for ; and it is im- 
agined they will make an excmrsion to this place, befiure 
they entirely quit the Jet seys for forage and provision& 
If your excelleney and the honorable council think it 
proper the prisonens should be removed from this town* 
Id some more remote part of the state, please to give 
8#me directions abeut that matter. Four of the i4- 
lams who are confined heve, the sheniff has givw 
liherty to use the court raom, and has aJso given the 
jailer orders to admit certain persons to have free 
access to them, who are thought to be unfidendly to the 
country. Mr. Camp will give you mwe particular in- 
foraatioa on diis subject 

I am, sir, your excellency's most ob't and hum. aer^ 

JOS. HEDDEN,Je. 
His Excellency, Gov. Livingston. 
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Chief Justice 8ymme$ to Chvemor Livingston. 

Newtown, Jane 14tii» 1777. 

Sir, — Since I wrote your excellency yesterday eve- 
ning, I have farther to acquaint you, that two of the 
culprits that escaped oil Monday are taken and brought 
back to jail. The county is all out after the others; 
and I hope more will be taken. I cannot procure the 
express I last night expected, but am promised one in 
the morning by the sheriff. I submit to your exceflen- 
cy and the gentlemen of the Council of Safety, the 
great necessity there is of again opening the court of 
Oyer and Terminer in this county, to try these two for 
felony, as taking the arms and keys in the manner they 
did will no doubt tuck them up. An exhibition of this 
sort will work wonders. The people cry out to a man, 
*'let them be hanged;" and a gallows was never 
adorned with two gems more deserving of it James 
Morris and one of the Atwoods are the two taken. The 
presence of the Council of Safety, and a little more of 
the Court are as necessary at this time, as the rays of 
the sun are to vegetation. Since writing the above, the 
scouts have come in with three more, five in all. While 
the enemy are in your neighborhood, J. humbly conceive 
your exertions wiU operate to better purpose at a dis- 
tance. " The military overshadowing the civil," says 
Mr. Pettit 

I remain, sir, your most ob. ser't, 

JOHN C. SYMMES. 

His excellency, Governor Livingston. 
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Newark, July 1, ITTT. 

Sir, — I received Mr. Paterson's letter of this day, 
about half an hour since, and in compliance to your 
excellency's request, send you a list of the names of the 
prisoners confined here and at Elizabethtown, with 
their crimes, &c., &c. 

Peter Dubois, John Robinson, Ehphelet Johnson, 
Thomas Codmus, Jr., and James Nuttman imprisoned 
by the inferior court held here last week, six months for 
refusing to take the oaths of the state. 

John McGinness and Jno. Havens, imprisoned by 
said court nine months, for attempting to go over to 
the enemy. 

Isaac Ogden, an old offender, and one whom your 
excellency knows. 

George Watts and Jno. Edeson, committed to goal 
for treason, have not yet had their trials* 

Aaron Kingsland, committed for passing counterfeit 
money ; not yet had his trial. 

The above persons are in the goal of this town. 

Morris Hetfield and Baker Hendricks, removed firom 
this goal, by order of the sheriff, to Elizabethtown gaol, 
and are committed for passing counterfeit money ; not 
yet had their trial. 

The enemy have left Amboy and gone over to 
Staten Island and Bergen. I think this town is 
much more exposed now than when they were below 
us. I beg your Excellency will favor me with an 
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answer by the return of the bearer, with sufficient in- 
stmctions. 

I am your Excellency's most humble servant, 

JOS. HEDDEN, Jun'r. 
His Excellency, William Livingston, Esq., Grovemor 

and Commander-in-Chief of the state of New Jersey. 

[Drafted by William Paterson on the foregoing sheet.'] 

Whereas Peter Dubois, John Robinson, Eliphelet 
Johnson, Thos. Codmus, Jun'r, and James Nuttman 
stand committed in the common goal at Newark, in 
and for the county of Essex, for the space of 6 months 
by the order and judgment of the court of General Ct 
Sessions of the Peace for the said county, for refusing 
to take the oaths of Ab. and Al., agreeably to law. 
And whereas John McGinness and John Havens were 
by order of the said court imprisoned for 9 months on 
being duly convicted of a misdemeanor for attempting 
to go over to the enemy ; and whereas Isaac Ogden, * 
George Watts and John Edeson are imprisoned in the 
goal aforesaid, being charged with high treason ; and 
also whereas Aaron Kingsland and Morris Hetfield and 
Baker Hendricks are confined, the first in the goal 
aforesaid and the two latter in the goal at Elizabeth 
Town, being charged with felony for altering and pass- 
ing bills of credit, knowing them to be altered ; and it 
being represented to this board that the vicinity of 
Newark and EUzabeth Town to Staten Island and 
other places in possession of the enemy, their exposure 
to incursions render it necessary that the persons above 
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ommML abodd bo re»M¥6d' to somf^ noM dialairt ami 
secure place in the state. It is therefore a^oMd tkat 
the persons aforesaid he wnfbxei in the eom^ goal at 
Moiria Town^ and thai coders of removal be immedi- 
%$Blf made out and execiited. 

From General Farman to Edward Taylor. 

BIi<MUto>wii, M«mB0aAi CoaBt^r, Jofy 2d, 1777. 
SiRy^-Several ccNnplainits have been made to me re- 
specting your conduct,, particulariy for acting as a apj 
amongst us, and from several corvoborating; ciix^umstan- 
ces» especially that of giving information to a party of 
twries and British, commanded by your son, George 
Taylor, late militia CoL in this county, now a refiigeei 
by which means your son and his party escaped the 
pursuit of a body of militia sent to attack them. I do 
therefore enjoin it upon you that you do for the futujre 
confine yourself to your farm at Middletown, and do 
not re-attempt travelling the road, more than crossing it 
to go to your land on the north side oi said town, unless 
by liberty obtained firom the legislative body of this 
state, or this order be recalled, under the risk of being 
treated as a spy. 

Yours, &c., 

DAVID FORMAN, Brig. GenenL 

From Governor Livingston to General Winds. 

MoErigtown, Jiilj 3d, 1777. 
SiBt^You are hereby directed to detach 200 men of 
the militia of this state, viz. 200 from the county of 
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Morris, and the remaining 100 from the counties of 
Snssex and Essex, to be employed in apprehending 
disaffected persons agreeably to the directions of the 
Governor and Council of Safety of this state ; and 
whenevjsr the men are raised, and properly equipped, 
(which is to be done with all possible expedition) you 
are to notify the same to the Governor and Council 0f 
Safety ; upon which you will be fomished with a Ust of 
the persons to be apprehended. The men are to be 
charged not to commit any depredations upon private 
property. 

The above detachment will only be a Major^s com- 
mand. It is not expected that you will command them 
in person unless you choose to do it By a late resolu- 
tion of Congress, no other pay is allowed to any officer, 
beyond that, to which the officer whose proper com- 
mand the detachment is would be entitled. It is 
thought that Major Hayes of Newark would be a very 
proper officer to command the party. This order not 
being founded on the Militia Act, but merely author- 
izing the Council of Safety to call out the militia to 
carry their orders into execution, does not admit of 
any fine or compulsion. 

Your obed't serv't, 

WILL. LIVINGSTON. 

From Governor Livingston to General WasMngton. 

Newton, Sussex County, July 7th, 1777. 
Sir, — By order of the Council of Safety of this 
State, General Winds has collected 200 of our militia 
6 
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to proceed to the county of Bergen under the com- 
mand of Major Hayes of Newark, a prudent and active 
officer to apprehend such disaffected persons in that 
county as the Council of Safety think it most necessary 
for the public interest to commit to jail, and to assist 
the commissioners for securing and disposing of the 
personal estates of those who have gone over to the 
enemy. These commissions cannot be properly exe- 
cuted in that county without military aid. Both these 
services being of the last importance to the general 
interest, we doubt not will meet your Excellency's 
approbation and encouragement As General Winds 
acquaints me that the men are destitute of ammunition, 
it would greatly facilitate the enterprise if they could « 
be furnished out of the continental magazine and 
charged to this state, unless it is to be more properly 
•considered as a continental expense. Whether I can 
with propriety ask this favor of your Excellency, to 
permit the party to draw provisions from the public 
stores, I am at a loss to determine. If not, they must 
be provided as well as they can. 

With* great respect, your Excellency's most humble 
and ob't serv't, 

WILL. LIVINGSTON. 
His Excellency, Gen'l Washington. 

FromMfoseph Hedden, Jr.^ to Governor Livingston, 

Newark, July 9th, 17T7. 
Sir, — The commissioners are much impeded in their 
business on account of the tory women that remain 
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with us. They secrete the goods, and conceal every 
thmg they possibly can from them, which gives them a 
great deal of troable. There is here one James 
O'Brien and his wife that have been great phmderecs 
and concealers of goods, and when called upon for any 
thing, they petition to leave and go among christians, 
and not to be detained among brutes, as they call us in 
this town. Fray make an order to send them among 
their christian friends, our enemies. I send the follow- 
ing list of women whose husbands are with the 
enemy — Mary Kingsland, Mary Stager, Filia Risser, 
Sarah Garrabrant, Mary Grumfield, Elizabeth Howet, 
Martha Hicks, Autta Van Riper, Susanna Wicks, Mary 
Garrabrant, Jane Drununond, Sarah Sayres, Lydia 
Sayres, Margaret Nichols, EUzabeth Brown, Sarah 
Crawfoot, Abigail Ward. 

Sending the above women afiter their husbands 
will be an advantage to the state and save the com- 
missioners a world of trouble. 

I am, Sir, your most ob't and hum. ser't, 

JOS. HEDDEN, Jr. 
His Excellency, Gov. Livingston. 

From Joseph Hedden, Jr.y to Governor Livingston. 

Newark, July 2l8t, 1777. 

SiK, — This day I received an account of sundry 

tories that were taken up by CoL Morgan the 20th 

instant, and sent by said Morgan to Major Hayes. He 

being out of the way I thought proper to acquaint your 
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Excellency with the affair. I send the prisoners, with 
their crimes. Inclosed you have a list which CoL 
Morgan sent with them, their names are as follows : 
James Smith, Edwd. Allen, Abrm. Van Gesan, Jonah 
Allen, Corns. Van Gesan, Jno. Stager, Aaron Clawson, 
Egbert Sanders, and Isaac Van Gesan. I have sohcited 
a guard to send them to Morri3town, to be examined 
by your Excellency and the Council of Safety. This 
town is this day evacuated by the continental troops, 
and no militia called in their stead. 

There is one Thomas Barrow of New York sent a 
sum of money to be paid to a gentleman in this state ; 
and as the matter hath come to the •commissioners' 
knowledge, would be glad to have your Excellency's 
opinion whether the money shall be detained by the 
commissioners or given to the person for whom it was 
designed ; this said Barrow moved fromt his town last 
winter while the enemy were in possession of it 

I am your Excellency's most humble serv't, 

JOS. HEDDEN, Jun'r. 
His Excellency, Gov. Livingston. 



From General Dickinson to Governor Livingston. 

Trenton, Aogost Ist, 1777. 
Sir, — In consequence of business sent me by order 
of his Excellency, General Washington, I came to 
Philadelphia several days ago, and to this place last 
evening. The General then expected the fleet was 
certainly going to Philadelphia, but its real destination 
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yet remains a secret. I should be much obliged to 
your Excellency to inform me what orders you have 
issued respecting the militia of this state, that I may not 
be at a loss should they make their appearance suddenly, 
as I do not intend returning to my family until the 
designs of the enemy are known. 

I mentioned to your Excellency some time ago the 
nec€;3sity I thought there was for a troop of light *horse 
in this part of the state, to which I have received no 
answer : perhaps the letter never reached your Excel- 
lency. Their utiUty is too well known to enlarge upon 
the subject I found great difficulty this day in pro«% 
curing this express, and another to his Excellency, Gen. 
Washington. If your Excellency thinks proper to 
authorize me to raise a small troop here, and will signify 
the same by the return of this express, I will undertake 
it immediately, and doubtless it may be speedily effectedr 
I could give the officers certificates (by your permission) 
and then they may receive their coounissions from your 
Excellency. I would propose raising the troop in 
Hunterdon and Burlington counties, taking officers 
from both. It is a matter of immediate consequence, 
therefore beg your Excellences answer. 

I formerly received instructions to give orders on 
either of the Treasurers for the payment of expresses, 
should be glad to have your Excellency's order respect- 
ing the same. I have employed Mr. Runyon to furnish 
them several times, who takes receipts and keeps an 
account 

I wrote to your Excellency that I was entirely 



Digitized by 



Google 



86 CORRESPONDENCE QP THE NEW JERSEY [1777. 

satisfied in regard to my appointment, but have not 
received the commission. Will your Excellency be 
pleased to send it by this express. » > 

I remain your Excellency's most ob't and humb'e ser't, 
PHILEMON DICKINSON. 
His Excellency, Gov'r Livingston. 



From William Patersan to Governor Lwingston. 

Newark, August 12th, 1777. 

Dear Sir,-^I have sent you a certain Mr. Macomb 
for examination. He came out of New York with a 
flag from Gen'l Jones, in order to go to Brunswick on 
private business. He landed at Amboy, where there 
was no officer to receive him ; from thence he proceed* 
ed to New Brunswick, at which place, he says, he pro- 
cured a passport from Mr. Voorhes, a militia officer, to 
go up to Millstone. He returned to Brunswick, and 
Mr. Voorhes conducted him to Elizabethtown. This 
transaction wears a singular complexion, and is not, I 
believe, conformable to the rule which governs flags, 
and which is established in the military department. 
He has travelled through a considerable part of Jersey 
in a very improper manner. When he came to this 
place. Major Hayes was directed to take charge of him 
until he could be conveyed to Gen*l Sullivan, who, we 
understand, is the nearest general officer belonging to 
the Continental Army. However, I thought it most 
advisable to send him to your Excellency, who cau 
proceed in the matter, and take such order respecting 
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him as may be judged most proper. The enemy if 
we may judge from their general course of conduct, 
would not suffer a flag from us to behave in the like 
manner, without due notice and chastisement. They 
would have consigned him instantly to the care of their 
provost guard. 

General Lee is on board of the Centurion, and Cap- 
tain Manly, of the Portland. C aptain Lowrey, of Jersey, 
who was taken in the late skirmish near the Short HiUs^ 
was confined in the Provost in New York, and in which 
he died a few da} s ago. I am amazed that the Con- 
gress do not act agreeably to their Resolution, and push 
into exercise the law of retaliation. We deserve to be 
insulted, because we bear it If we were to treat the 
soldiers of the enemy, who are prisoners with us, in the 
same manner that they treat our soldiers, who are pris- 
oners with them, it would soon produce a mild and 
humane course of conduct All the Jersey oflBicers who 
have been taken by the enemy, are now in the Provost, 
and treated in the most severe and - barbarous manner. 
Perhaps a letter from your Excellency and the Council, 
addressed to Congress, might be productive of the 
happest effect Mr. Justice Smith arrived at this place 
yesterday about noon. The Chief Justice and Mr. 
Smith agreed that it would be improper to hold the 
next Supreme Court at Amboy, and I make no doubt 
your Excellency will be of the same opinion. I wish 
that your Excellency and the Privy Council would 
direct an ordinance to be made out altering the place, 
but not the time of holding the Court I requested 
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the Ja(%es to give their opinion respecting the mo$t 
j)it>per place to have it held, and on considering the 
matter, they agreed that Princeton, which lies in the 
Eastern Division, wonld be the mtost proper jdace. 
The Supreme Court will come on the first Tuesday of 
next month. 

• .We have not any militia from Hunterdon, Somerset, 
or Sussez. We have an excellent Grand Jury, Mr. 
Fettit at the head of them. They have already found 
twelve bills. 

I am your Excellency's most ob't Serv't, 

Wm. PATERSON. 
His Excellency, Gov. Livingston, 



From Captain Webster to Colonel Frelinghuysen. 

Piscataway, August 17th, 1777. 
Sir, — I, having received information that James 
Wells and Richard Churchward, (both of which had 
left their families and gone off with the enemy,) were at 
Raritan Landing, I immediately dispatched a file of 
men out of my company to apprehend them, which, 
when brought before me, they acknowledge to have 
come from New York in order to fetch their families 
thither ; that their employment was catching clams and 
oysters for the enemy ; that they had a pass to go with- 
in the king's lines ; that they refuse to take up arms in 
defence of the American states, &c. Therefore, as our 
situation is at present very dangerous — there being no 
troq>s to guard between us and the enemy — I think it 
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highly necessary that such known enemies shoaM be 
kept in costody, and not to be suffered to return un- 
punished. Upon the above confession I have given 
orders to the guard to deliver said Wells and Church- 
ward to CoL Frelinghuysen, to be dealt with by him as 
ke shall think proper. 

JOHN WEBSTER, Capt 
To CoL Frelinghuysen, 
or to eiiher of the Commanding Officers in his absence* 

From Brig Gen. Newcomb to Grovemor Livingston 

Woodbury, August 25, 1777. 
Sir, Having frequently been informed, that a number 
of the inhabitants of Downs, in Cumberland county in 
this state, had made a practice of going on board the 
enemy's ships in Delaware Bay, and in other respects 
faroring the designs of the British administration m 
traitorous acts and speeches against the authority of 
these states ;— on the 5th inst, I issued orders to Major 
Ewing to detach from the militia a sufficient number for 
that purpose, and apprehend the persons suspected to 
be guilty as above, which orders the Major has executed, 
and makes me the following return: — That on the 7th 
inst they proceeded as directed, and apprehended fifteen 
of the above persons, twelve of whom were discharged 
by the civil authority, on taking the oaths of the state. 
Three were convicted of the following crimes : that 
they had been on board of the enemy's ships, had met 
and treated with the enemy on shore, and had received 
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instructions from them how to conduct themselves in 
case of an alarm, which instructions were delivered to 
them by a certain Daniel Shaw, their ringleader, on a 
day previous to the enem/s landing, with assurance 
they would land at such an hour, as they actually did. 
It is likewise proved against said Shaw, that he had laid 
a design with his gang, to seize upon me in the night 
and take me on board the enemy's ship]; that he made 
application to a blacksmith for a number of spikes to 
spike the cannon placed in a redoubt near Morris 
River, which the smith refused to do, and he was one 
of his confederates and still bore this testimony against 
him. Although the evidence was directed chiefly 
against Shaw as their chief, yet others are his accom- 
plices, and constant associates are doubtless equally 
guilty. Some of those who were discharged by the 
court acknowledged they have been on board the ship, 
but it appears that for some time past they have con- 
ducted better, and have avoided the company of Shaw 
altogether. One of the principal villains, brother to 
Shaw, is now with the enemy, and two others keep out 
of the way, that they cannot be taken. 

This is the return made by Major E wing, and I should 
be glad to be favored by your excellency with directions 
in what manner these cases shall be tried ; and whether 
if they are willing to enter on board the continental fleet, 
they may not be permitted to do so, previous to trial. 

Agreeably to your orders I am now at this place with 
nea 300 of 'the militia of my brigade, which number 
was furnished by the following regiments, and in the 



Digitized by 



Google 



1777.] BXBCUTIVB FROM 1776 TO 1786. 91 

foUowing proportions, viz. ; C<^ Hand's 60, Potter's 24, 
Holmes* 110, Dick's 20, EUis' 55 ; the other raiments 
fiumished none, nor have any appeared bom Burlington 
as your orders intimated I would submit it to your 
excellency whether, as the movements of the enemy 
are so precarious, the orders given me might not be 
more discretionary, as I am always on the spot, and the 
distance so great that the service might suffer before 
proper orders could be procured from your excellency 
on every occasion. 

I am your excellency's most ob't and hum. ser't, 
SILAS NEWCOMB, B. G. 
His Excellency, Gov. Livingston. 



From Silvanus Seely to Governor Livingston. 

Elizabethtown, August 2l8^ 1777. 

Sir, — I received information yesterday that there had 
gone over a canoe and three men the day before to 
Staten Island. I immediately sent off a small party to 
watch them ; they accordingly did so, and in the eve- 
ning took the canoe and one of the men, Benjamin 
Hatfield I send him to you by Peter Williams and 
John Bonnel, Jr., two of the men that apprehended 
him. He denies that any men went over with him, 
but says that Jacob Hatfield and James Hatfield went 
down with him to get his boat off. I am inclined to 
think this is true. I make no doubt both these fellows 
went down and helped him away, and then returned, 
as I know they were in town at the time the canoe 
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was seized* Our men found with him 1-^ gallons of 
ram, 1 lb. tea, sugar and salt, and sundry small writings 
which I have enclosed Please inform me what I shall 
do with the goods taken with him. 

Your ob't and humb. serv., 

SILVANUS SEELY. 
His Excellency, Gov. Livingston. 

Captain Craig to Colonel Frdinghuysen. 

August, 1777. 
Dear Col. — Agreeably to your order of last evening 
I marched what men I could muster to Trumblys' Point, 
and posted them in such manner as I thought best, to 
receive the enemy if they came over. No movement 
was perceived in that quarter, but was informed that 
they landed at Woodbridge Neck, about 80 men, and 
took off ten of the inhabitants as prisoners, and above 
one hundred head of cattle, and no person to oppose 
them. It is with the greatest dilQSculty that I am aUe 
to keep my company together, as they have been 
expecting to receive assistance, and if not very soon 
rendered, I shall scarcely be able to keep this post 
The enemy were over near Woodbridge Neck night 
before last, and seized three of the inhabitants within 
one mile where we lay. I must likewise beg the favor 
of being supplied with cartridges, as we have not more 
than one round apiece. 

Your most ob't ser't, 

JOHN CRAIG. 
CoL Frelinohuysen, at Elizabeth Town. ' 
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Fr(m, Ebenezer Hazard to Governor Livingston. 

Philaddi^iia, August 28d, 1777. 

Sir, — Some time last fall a certain Andries Buskirk 
was employed as a post rider between Hackensack (at 
which place he lived) and my office in the state of New 
York. He rode bat three or four trips before the mail 
fell into the hands of the enemy at Hackensack. Gen- 
eral Washington's letter to Congress upon that occasion 
intimated that this was not an accident, bat the eflfect 
of design in the ri^der ; which I am inclined to think 
was the case, as his Excellency, Gen. Washington, 
asserts nothing as a fact bat apon good aatbority. I 
have been informed the rider was apprised of his dan- 
ger, and took no care to avoid it As I. am told Btiskirk 
is now in confinement in Newark, I beg yoar Excel- 
lency will be pleased to direct an inquiry to. be made 
respecting this matter, that if Baskirk has been treach- 
erous, he may be punished. His son rode at the time 
the mail was taken, but as Buskirk, himself, was the 
person we agreed with as a rider, he is answerable for 
the conduct of those he employed under him. It is not 
unHkely his son is at Hackensack, and may be easily 
taken, I think his name is Andries. . It is said that Dt. 
McLean of New York, kept the rider in chat till the 
enemy came up. I beg to be favored with a line in 
answer to this, and am 

Your Excellency's most obedient and very h*e ser't, 

EBEN. HAZARD. 

His Excellency, Governor Livingston. 
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From Colonel Frelinghuysen to Governor Livingston, 

Raritan, August 25th, 1777. 

Dear Sir, — I expected yesterday to find your ExceK 
lency at Morristown, and am extremely sorry that yovr 
Excellency left the place before I arrived. I have so 
much to communicate and so much to complain of, that 
I am extremely anxious to see you, but conceive it my 
duty to repair again to my station before night, which 
I could not reach should I first go to Princeton. I am 
besides so much fatigued by losing my rest for two 
nights past that I must necessarily choose the shortest 
road. 

Col. Middah waits upon you, and will represent to 
your excellency several things, concerning which I have 
not time to write. In particular the Colonel will ac- 
quaint you with the circumstances of the affair, on 
Staten Inland, for I suppose my letter on that subject 
having been sent to Morris is not received. The prin- 
cipal matter on which I am so desirous of conversing 
with your excellency, is the unhappy situation of our 
state. The continental troops are to march towards 
Philadelphia. The militia who have turned out are a 
trifliMg number ; the enemy are encouraged and irri- 
tated. The consequences, I fear, will be fatal to that 
county ; nay, I have reason to believe, the enemy wiU 
not lay idle after the removal of the continental troops. 
Is it not in your excellency's power to prevail upon 
General Sullivan to leave one of the Jersey regiments ? 
If so, it is the only means, I believe, which can be 
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used for the salvation of that county. I must certainly 
fall a prey to the enemy with my little party, if the 
enemy choose to come down, and we attempt to drive 
them back. I fear much the loss of character, but I am 
most concerned for the poor inhabitants, and their pro- 
perty. I am however determined to exert my utmost 
abilities for the defence of this state ; and I trust I shall 
not be blamed for any of my future conduct by those 
who are unacquainted with my situation. I must inform 
your excellency, that I have four prisoners who were 
taken up as spies, having been with the enemy all 
winter, and are now making their appearance among 
us. I shall send them on with ithe two before appre- 
hended. Your excellency's directions respecting such 
measures as Colonel Middah will mention, I hope will 
be immediately forwarded, especially with reference to 
the procuring of ammunition. I must not forget to 
congratulate your excellency on the great loyalty of 
Hunterdon county. On Saturday arrived at Elizabeth- 
town Lieut CoL Houton, with one private, a baggage 
wagon and two horses. The Colonel says it is occa- 
sioned by a report having been industriously spread 
among the inhabitants, that General Dickinson advised 
them by no means to go, there being no need of any 
militia ; that their being called upon was solely owing 
to a whimsical notion of General Hinds. Something, 
doubtless, must be immediately done upon my arrival 
atElizabethtown. I shall order Col. Houton to return, 
and wait upon your excellency. I dare say the account 
of General SuUivan's conduct in the affair of Staten 



Digitized by 



Google 



96 CORRESPONDENCE OF THE NEW JERSEY [1777. 

Island will cause some uneasy sensations. I wish I 
may be wrong in my opinion, but I seriously believe 
that upon inquiry, nothing but the most unpardonable 
neglect will be found the cause of our loss. I send by 
CdL M. three letters, which I received last night 

I am your excellency's most obedient and most 
humble servant, 

FRED^^ FRELINGHUYSEN. 
His Excellency, Gov. Livingston. 



From Edward Taylor to Governor Livingston and the 

Legislature. 

MiddletowD, AugOBt 25, 1777. 
Gentxemen, — As the ear of the Legislature of New 
Jersey is always open to hear the complaints of the 
people and to redress grievances, I therefore take this 
opportunity to make my complaint to your honorable 
body. I may be remembered by some of you who 
attended the Governor at Bordentown as a Council of 
Safety, when I was ordered to attend by the command- 
ing officer of this county. I accordingly attended, and 
was bound over to attend the next court of Oyer and 
Terminer that should be held in this county, which I 
thought was for small charges, though was better 
satisfied, thinking as I was a prisoner to the Governor, 
under bail, I should be firee from insult from the military 
authority without just cause, but to my great surprise i 
found my mistake. I was sent for to appear before the 
commanding officer, Gen. Forman, and made a prisoner, 
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as you may see by the enclosed letter. The charges 
made against me are entirely tmjnst. I am as innocent 
of them as the child nnbcnm. Though innocent, I 
mTi&&y obey the onler of tHmfinement, which is a con- 
siderable damage to me in my business, having a grfeM 
nttBI at tlie dtttance of two iff tl^ee miles from where I 
live, and nobody but servants of my own hoitite to 
Mtend there, whom I cannot trust without my heing 
present to oversee them, which occasions my mill to 
stand idle the chief part of the time, which is ia 
gyeM 4amage to ny neighbors as weH as myself. My 
farming bminess ki also )ieglected, part being at a dis- 
tance from where I reside. I therefore hope my 
complaint wifi come under your i^yeedy consideration, 
and that I may be ordered to appear before your hon- 
orable house, and my accusers also, that I may know 
who they are or what they will say against me. If my 
request should be granted, I should take it as a fitvor 
from his Excellency, the Governor, to send an ordw 
for me to appear, which may be a protection for my 
person in my journey, and also an order of protection 
for my family and property during my absence, which 
favors will be gratefully acknowledged. 
Your most ob't and hum'e serv't, 

EDWARD TAYLOR. 
His Exjcellency, Gov. Livingston, Conmiander-ki- 
Chief, and the Hon. Council and Gen. Assembly. 
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List of Prisoners ordered to Princeton. 

Elizabetfatown, Angnat 27tfa, 1777. 

Taken and detained for having gone into the enemy's 
lines and returning to this state : 

James Worth, apprehended by order of CoL Fre- 
linghuysen. 

Benjamin Worth, taken just after the action on 
iStaten Island, he having left the Island when the 
action began. 

Jonathan Clausen, Cornelius Clausen, apprehended 
hj Major Dunn for having joined the enemy when in 
Jersey. 

James Wells. Richard Churchward, left the Island 
and came to Jersey, apprehended by Capt Webster. 

James Compton, apprehended by Major Davison. 

James Hetfield and Jacob Hetfield, apprehended by 
order of his Excellency, Governor Livingston. 

To Lieutenant Allen — 

You are required to march forthwith with 6 men and 
take the above prisoners to Princeton and deliver them 
to his Excellency's order. 

FREDK. FRELINGHUYSEN, CoL 

Fro7n the President of the Continental Congress to 
Governor Livingston. 

Philadelphia, September 5th, 1777. 

Sir, — In the present exigency of public affairs, the 
Congress have come to the enclosed resolve, which I 
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have the honor to transmit} and which I am to request 
you will comply with as soon as possible. 

The militia of the state of New Jersey by their late 
conduct against our cruel enemies, have distinguished 
themselves in a manner that does them the greatest 
honor ; and I am persuaded they will continue to merit 
on all occasions, when called upon, the reputation they 
nave so justly acquired. Those which the Congress 
now request you wdll order out, it is their desire you 
will order to rendezvous at Bristol. 

It will be highly agreeable to Congress to give the 
command to Gen. Dickinson, should the appointment 
fall in with your judgment and I have reason to believe 
he will cheerfully accept of it, if you should think 
proper to put them under his direction. 

I have the honor to be, with the greatest respect, sir, 
your most obed't and very h'ble serv't, 

JOHN HANCOCK, Presitft. 
His Excellency, Governor Livingston. 

From the President of the Continental Congress to 
Governor Livingston. 

PhUadelphia, September 12th, 1777. 

Sir, — It is the earnest desire of Congress, and I 
have it in charge to inform you of it, that you will 
immediately order out four thousand of the Jersey 
militia to reinforce the army under General Washing- 
ton with all possible expedition. 

If you should not be able to call out that number, it 
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is the request of Congress that joo will call out 
as many as possible in this critical state of our 
affairs. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your 
most obed. serv't, 

JOHN HANCOCK, Presitft 
His Excellency, Governor Livingston. 



Ghvemor Livingston to Brigadier General Newcamh. 

Haddonfield, September 20th, 1777, 
Sir, — As from the real bravery of our militia, and 
the terror with which they have already frequently 
struck the enemy, they will doubtless be of essential 
service in opposing the progress of the enemy towards 
Philadelphia, I think it best those now^ collected at 
Woodbury should immediately march to join the militia 
under the immediate command of General Armstrong, 
and to reinforce the army under the command of his 
Excellency, General Washington. This detachment, 
I am persuaded from your zeal for the cause, you would 
upon this important occasion be desirous of command- 
ing in person. But as in all probabiUty the enemy's 
fleet, should their land army meet with success, will 
attempt to ravage our coasts, and they may perhaps 
throw over some troops besides, I think your presence 
will be more necessary in this state. You will therefore 
direct Capt. Potter to take the command of the troops 
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now at Woodbury, and to march them with all possible 
expe£tio>n as above dire^^ted. 
I am yomr hum^e serv't 

WILL. LIVINGSTON. 
Brigadier Geni Newcomb. 



From Governor Livingston to the Presicknt of the 
Continental Congress. 

Princeton, X)ctober 4, 1777. 
Sir,— The council a few days ago was informed, but 
not officially so, that Mr. Penn, late Governor, and Mr. 
Chew, late Chief Justice of Pennsylvania, with some 
others, had been removed to the Union, in the coun^ 
of Hunterdon, by order of the Hon. Board of War. 
We are extremely sorry that persons of their political 
caste and rank in life should have been sent into thb 
state, which is nearly encircled by the enemy, to say 
nothing of our domestic foes. Wherever the enemy 
go they never fail to make friends and abettors, or at 
teast to call up such into active life in their fitvor as 
during their absence remained in a sort of inactivity. 
We have suffered extremely from persons under parole. 
A course of experience has fully convinced us, that 
they have always tinctured the neighborhood in which 
they have been fixed with toryism and disaffection. 
There is hardly a county in this state which is not at 
present exposed to the incursions of the enemy ; and 
therefore we submit it, whether it be proper to send 
any suspected persons into it They have an imper- 
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ceptible and baleful influence even upon the well afiect- 
ed. We request, therefore, that the above gentlemen 
may be removed into some other state as soon as pos- 
sible. Of all Jersey, the spot in which they are at 
present is the very spot in which they ought not to be. 
It has always been considerably disaffected, and still 
continues so, notwithstanding all our efforts, owing, we 
imagine, in part to the interests, connection, and infln- 
. ence of Mr. John Allen, brother-in-law of Mr. Penn, 
who is now with the enemy. Of this the Board of War 
must have been entirely ignorant, otherwise they would 
not have made such an order of removal. And we are 
willing to ascribe it to the hurry and multiplicity of 
of their business, that either the honorable the Congress, 
or the Board of War, should have selected any part of 
New Jersey as a prison for mal-contents, without first 
notifying the same to the executive power of the state. 
Nor can we persuade ourselves that they will have any 
objection against our removing the before-mentioned 
prisoners out of this state, to such other parts of the 
country as Congress may think most fit for their safety, 
or, if they must remain in this state, to leave it to our 
direction in what particular locality, they are likely to 
do the least mischief 

I am your ob't and hum. ser't, 

WILL: LIVINGSTON. 
His Excellency, 

John Hancock, Pres't of Congress. 
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From Colonel Maxwell to Ghvemor Livingston. 

October 4, 1777. 

Sir, — As CoL Dayton is going to your excellency 
on the business I designed to write upon, and his excel- 
lency, General Washington, having wrote to you fully 
on that head, my designs are nearly anticipated. How^ 
ever, I will offer something, viz : If our state does not 
keep a watchful eye over their troops in the clothing 
way, I am certain they will in a great measure be neg- 
lected. 

From this and all to the southward, every state has 
imported something, and by their industry had got 
their troops tolerably well clothed in the spring ; and, 
with what the clothier-general assisted them to in 
common afterwards, they will make ^ tolerable appear- 
ance. I need say little to you of the northern troops ; 
you must well know their advantages in getting cloth- 
ing, and they made use of them. We have gone very 
early into the field, and have had no other dependence 
but on the clothier-general, and we got them in bits 
and scraps, as the miser gives his son some part of his 
patrimony before death. It was dealt out with so 
scanty a hand, we never knew the good of it ; besides 
we never got our proper quantity, and some of what we 
did get was rotten. If our state would provide a 
complete suit at first, then the other supply might be 
sufficient We are in great need at present of shoes, 
stockings, breeches, shirts, good jackets, and some caps, 
for the want of which many valuable men are rendered 
useless. 
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Hb eKeeliencj says tkat if ycm wodd bow f^ up 
the Fegimenta he would ask no more militia. That 
yconucioos practice of sufeistitutes^ eidiec ia tfaa^staju&ig 

amy or militia, wmt be put a stop t O ' ^ ■ ■ ■ ■ t» 

Vforoitiiig, and nothing will prevent it while the militiais 
rei|iiired. I submit these few observations, to yoo» 
excelleacj aad both houses, and bofe tkat a tempoiaf^ 
Wfplj may be sei^ as soon as possible ; and am 

Your Excellency's most obedient and humble ser- 
vant, 

WM. MAXWELL. 

His exceUency, the Governor of New Jersey. 



From Qeneral Wa$hingto% to General Fomum. 

Mead^Quartera, Fhiladel^kia Gounty, Oct 6, ITTf. 
Sir, — Yott having informed me that the tunes of 
many of yoor present brigade of militia are near expi- 
ring, and that many others who came out for no certain 
time, are anxious to return home, you have my permis^ 
sion to march them towards Delaware, under pret^M^ 
Aat you are going to guard the stores at Trenton, andf 
when diey have crossed the river you may discharge 
tkem. But I must beg that you will immeiMately us^ 
your utmost endmvors to cottect a number equal to what 
ywt were to teive brought in your last brigade, and 
reCum with tbem as soon* as possSk^ to join the army 
under my command I shall be glad if you will let me 
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know, upon your arrival in Jersey, when I may expect 
yon agam, and with what force. 

I am, sir, your most ob't serv't 

G^ WASHINGTON. 
(Teneral Form an. 

From E&sha Beudmot to G^ommor Lieingtton. 

Newark, Oct 9eh, Vm. 

Snt, — I received your favor yesterday relative to the 
appmBiment with wMch your Excellency and tho Com- 
mittee of Safety have honored me. The inadeqnato 
aidftry would net have been the obstacle againet b^ 
accepting the office, as, daring die present distress of 
my conntry, I would fireely devote my time to its se»- ' 
vice, and I sfaenld have immediately set oat foe Bor* 
dentewn, on the reception of yoor letter, had I not 
previoas to this recerved an office in the miHtary depart- 
ment. I am in hopes, however, to get BS>erty to act as 
secretary for the short time yoa wiH sit, which I suppose 
witt be no longer than liie meeting of the Legisktarc; 
I shaff be able to determine this on Monday, which if it 
is^ according to my wishes, I wiB set out on Tuesday. 
If it should be otherwise, must beg your Excellency 
and the Committee of Safety to accept of my thanks 
for the polite offer, and to be assured that it is with the 
greatest reluctance, if I am obliged to decline the ap- 
pointinent 

I have the honor to be your Excellency's most ob't 
and humb'e serv't, 

ELISHA BOUDINOT. 
His Excellency, Gov'r Livingston. 
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From the President of the Continental Congress to the 
Assembly of New Jersey. 

York Town, Penniylvaniay October 17th, 1777. 

6entlem£N,-*I have the honor to transmit a copy 
of the retam to Congress from Gen. Washington of 
those articles of clothing that are absolutely necessary 
for the army under his immediate command, accompa- 
nied with an extract of the General's letter on the 
subject. From these letters you will perceive that the 
troops are in the greatest distress and likely to suffer 
still more from the inclemency of the approaching 
season, unless they are relieved in time. I am therefore 
in obedience to the inclosed order of Congress earnestly 
to request you will forward to head quarters, with all 
possible dispatch, all such artides mentioned in the 
return as you are able to collect, which are not imme- 
diately wanted for the regiments that have not yet 
Joined the army. You will also be pleased to issue 
orders to the officers of the clothier's department who 
reside in your state, to exert themselves to forward the 
clothing agreeably to the inclosed requisition of Con- 
gress. I must also entreat your attention to the other 
resolves herewith transmitted. 

I have the honor to be, gentlemen, your most obedi- 
ent and very humble servant, 

JOHN HANCOCK, Presid't 
Hon'ble Assembly of the State of New Jersey. 
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From William Paterson to Governor Livingston. 

Morristown, October 18th, 17T7. 

Dear Sir, — In the 13th section oi the act constitu* 
ting a Council of Safety, the President and Council 
are authorized at discretion to direct the trial of certain 
offenders in other counties than those in which the 
crimes were committed. The insurgents who were 
taken on their way to the enemy are now at this place^ 
but the court cannot with propriety proceed to try them 
unless they be expressly directed for the purpose. I 
wish your Excellency would be pleased to write to the 
Chief Justice and enclose an order directing the* court 
to try the said insurgents in this county. Lest your 
Excellency should not have their names, I send herewith 
a list The E as ton offenders I suppose will soon come 
on, and hope that you will send a similar order for them. 

Jacob Bogart, John Sears, Joseph Pearce, Stout 
Havens, Wm. Newman, and Richard Morrison were, 
upon confession, committed for high treason by the 
Council of Safety. If there be any witnesses, I should 
be early informed of them. Mere confession, although 
sufficient to commit upon in high treason, is not suffi- 
cient to convict Cornelius Clawson, James Worth, 
Benjamin Worth, and Jonathan Clawson were likewise 
committed by the Council of Safety, upon confession 
solely. The commitments against the last four include 
two charges : first, high treason ; second, felony for 
going into the enemy's lines. Confession, perhaps, will 
operate in felony ; and therefore it will be necessary 
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for some of the Coancil of Safety who were present at 
the confession to attend the court By tommg to the 
mmates yon will be able to see what members were 
present. Mr. Parker informed me yesterday that he 
had not yet sent his letter to Mr. Skinner, and told me 
he imagined (and perhaps justly enough) that the com- 
manding officer at Elizabethtown would not let it pass 
without an order from your Excellency. If proper, 
your Excellency can send the order to me, and I wiH 
forward it with the letter to General Dickinson. 

The well affected at Newark are very uneasy about 
a certain Capt Kennedy, who was laid under parole 
by the late Convention. The uneasiness increases, 
owing to the enemy's having a few days ago driven 70 
or 80 head of fat cattle from his form. He is on half 
pay in the British service. Would it not be proper to 
release the Capt from his parole, and then call upon 
him to take a deceive part f I once moved something 
of this kind in Council, but it went off, as business of 
a more pressing nature happened to come in before it 
could be decided upon. I am convinced that the 
Council did a very imprudent action at Princeton in 
advising your Excellency to detach the men which 
should compose General Forman's brigade, for the 
Pennsylvania service, from particular regiments ; it has 
broke in upon and marred extremely Gen. Dickinson's 
arrangements and plan. I submit it to your Excellency 
whether in future it will not be most advisable, when a 
requisition is made for men, for your ExceDency to 
determine the number, and Gen. Dickinson to deter- 
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aune from wluU regiments and brigades tbfit number 
shaJl be detaobed If the orders were through Gen. 
Dickmson, so far as respects the mode, it will prevent 
coofiision. 

Glorious news ! glorious news ! General Burgoyne 
has surrendered himself and his whole army prisoners 
of war to Gen. Gates. I believe this intelligence may 
be depended upon, it comes quite direct The bearer 
will inform your Excellency more particularly. 

Enclosed are two letters for your Excellency, and a 
newspaper. One of the letters is from General Winds 
and being informed that it was on business of impor- 
tance, I have dispatched the messenger sooner than I 
shcnild have done. I behove our militia will not be 
wanted up the North River, if so, would it not be best 
to recall them t At all events, it would not be improper 
to order Gen. Winds (unless he be already ordered by 
Gen. Dickinson) to return the instant the enemy sail 
down the river. 

I am, with respect, your most ob't and hu. serv't, 

WM. PATERSON. 
His Excellency, Gov. Livingston. 

Trom Jonathan Elmer to Governor Livingston. 

York Town, November 30fli, 1777. 
Sib, — ^As my term of delegation expires in a few 
days and business of importance requires my attend- 
ance elsewhere, I propose leaving Congress to morrow. 
The state of New Jersey will then be unrepresented. 
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I thought it my duty to acquaint you with it, and to 
request the Assembly immediately to send forward one 
or more delegates from th^ state. 

I have made it my business ever since I have had the 
honor of a seat in Congress, to attend as constantly as 
possible. Whether I have discharged the important 
trust reposed in me by my constituents to their 
satisfaction or not I must leave to them to judge. I 
can however with truth declare that I have at all times 
exerted myself to the utmost of my slender abilities for 
the good of m} country and in particular for the state 
which I have had the honor of representing. 

Congress hath at length completed the confederation. 
It is now printing, and will be sent forward in a few 
days for the consideration and approbation of our Leg- 
islature. 

The distance of the public treasury of our state from 
my place of abode when at home, and my not having 
had an opportunity of waiting upon the Assembly when 
sitting, have prevented my receiving any money for 
public services through the Treasurer's hands. I 
received 300 dollars of Mr. Clark in July last, for 
which I gave him a receipt, and for which he engaged 
to account to the Assembly. Since that, I have drawn 
on the continental treasurer for 700 dollars, to be 
charged to the state of New Jersey, and for which I 
expect to account to the state. 

The expense of attending Congress upon the most 
economical plan I have been able to draw, amounts to 
considerably more than 20 shillings a day. I rely on 
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die generosity of the assembly to make me such an 
additional allowance as they shall deem adequate. 
Observing to you, sir, that my expenses for the 7 weeks 
I have attended Congress in this place, for supporting 
myself and one horse, amounts to <£65. The Delegates 
from every other state have fro.m 5 to 8 dollars a day, 
and in general complain they cannot subsist on the pay 
allowed them by their respective states. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient and 
very humble servant, 

JONATHAN ELMER. 
Hon'ble Speaker of Assembly, N. Jersey. 



IVom the President of the Continental Congress to the 
Governor of New Jersey. 

Yorktown, December 23d, 1777. 

Sir, — I am directed by Congress to transmit to your 
honorable body the enclosed resolutions, which the 
pressing wants of the army, and the arts and avarice of 
engrossers and extortioners have rendered indispensably 
necessary to the general welfare. 

It is with deep concern that Congress, after having 
for some time contemplated in painftil silence the mis- 
chiefs which threaten this extended continent from the 
growing avarice of the times, feel themselves constrained 
to recommend meiasures, which the virtue of all classes 
of men rendered not long since unnecessary, and 
which a scrupulous regard for the security of property 
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to every cidzen of these states has hitherto restrainei 
them from adopting ; but, (unhappy the case of Ameri* 
ca) laws onwiurthy the character of infant republacSi ace 
become necessary to sajqply the delect of public virtue, 
and to correct the viev^s of some of .her sons ; and she 
is called upon by the grand principle of self-preservation 
to guard against the parricide of those whom she has 
fostered in her ovni bosom. 

To minds^ whose reflections are employed on the 
importance of the cause in which we are engaged, and 
which feel for every circumstance which may affect the 
honor and safety of these states, it must give the most 
painful sensations to consider, that at a time when the 
late signal successes we have been blest with, the re- 
duced numbers of the enemy, the difficulties they meet 
with in procuring foreign levies, and the political com- 
plexion of affairs in Europe, ha^e derived them of 
many of those resources on which she has so much 
depended; when the numbers and improving discipline 
of the army, the prodigious augmentation of oar milita^ 
ry stores, the quantity of provisions with which this 
country abounds, and the large supplies of clothing 
which have of late been imported by {Hivate persons, 
afford not only the opportunity but the means under 
divine Providence of establishing our liberties by a few 
exertions, — ^this bri^t prospect should be clouded over, 
and this great and glorious event endangered by the 
languor of too many, and by the arts and avarice of 
designing individuals, who like the British nabobs of the 
East, are corrupting the manners of a whole nation, 
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and building vast fortones on the destruction of the 
liberties of the Western World. 

It is to be hoped, however, that the wise and spirited 
laws of the different states, aided by the influence and 
exertions of the real patriots, will apply effectual reme- 
dies to these evils ; that the old and hardened offenders 
will be punished ; that those in whose bosoms the sparks 
of public virtue are not yet extinguished, will be re- 
claimed ; the languid roused from their present apathy, 
and that aU classes of men will unite with their former 
spirit and virtue against an enemy whose progress is 
marked with every vestige of barbarity, and whose d^ 
termined object is to establish a tyranny of the most 
dangerous and debasing nature over the inhabitants; 
of a vast continent Congress flatter themselves that 
the resolutions herewdth transmitted, will lead to accom- 
plish some of these valuable purposes ; and they there- 
fore esteem it their duty to recommend them to the 
serious consideration of your honorable House, and 
hope they will be carried into execution as expeditiously 
as possible. 

By order of Congress, 

JOHN HANCOCK, Pres't 



From the Board of War to the Oovernor. 

War Office, May 26tt, 1778. 
The Board not having thought proper to agree with 
Col. John Fatton for the canying on the Andover Iron 
Works, have instructed Col. Flower to apply to the 

8 
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jgorernmeot of. your state and procure tke posaMnoii oi 
the Works for Col. Thomaiar Maybury, wilk whom the 
4miiis of' the contract are settled, on condition of his 
getting die possession agreeably to the rasH^lutioii^ of 
Cottgressi As we find it atoc^ely necessary to pot 
these works in blasts the Board beg the (wot of yoov 
£»eettracy to assist G(A. Fhmer or CoL Maybury io 
the biisiness ; they will necessarily have to ha^e sachi 
relative to these worker widi the gcyremment of your 
stata 

I Imve the honor to be, with gpsat e^ssem, yoiur very 
i)bed't senr% 

By order of the Board; 

RICHARD PETEllS. 

His^ E»ellency, Gbv. Livikostc^. 



From Colonel Flower to Governor Livingston. 

Lebanon, May 28, lT/8. 
Sir, — Your ExoeUenoy will see by the honorable 
Board of War and Ordnance, that they- have not 
thought proper to agree with CoL Fatten for the carry- 
ing on the Andover Iron Works, and have directed me 
to apply to the government of your state and procure 
the possession of the Works, to wit : the furnace and 
forges for CoL Thomas Mayfoury, with whom I have 
made a contract, for the iron to be made at the said 
Workfi, to be converted into steel, agreeably to the 
resolution of the Honorable Confess of the 16th Jan- 
usEry last ;--^ince C<d. Fatten co«dd not get possession of 
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these works, with the consent of the owners, two of 
them being with the enemy in Philadelphia ; and Mr. 
Chew whom Mr. Whitehead Humphreys and myself 
waited on, who is another owner, refused to have any- 
thing to do with it, as he was only a part owner, but 
advised me to send in a flag to Philadelphia, in order to 
treat with Messrs. Allen and Turner on the terms of the 
lease, agreeably to the resolution of the Honorable 
House of Assembly of your state on the 13th March 
last ; which advice of Mr. Chew I considered as an 
insult, as he knew such a step was impracticable. 

I, theriefore, in behalf of the United States of North 
America, beg leave to soUcit your Excellency's assist- 
ance in these premises, in order to have Col. Maybury 
put in possession of the Andover Works as soon as possi- 
ble ; as your Honors were pleased to assure us, that if 
the present owners of the works refused to let them for 
the use of the public, the Legislature would then take 
the necessary steps for putting them in possession of a 
proper person in order to have them carried on for the 
purpose before-mentioned. 

I hope the Legislature will approve of Col. Maybury, 
and give him such assistance as will enable him to per- 
form his contract, and that your Excellency will use 
your influence to accompUsh this very essential and 
important business. 

I have the honor to be your Excellency's most obe- 
dient obliged, very humble servant, 

BENJ. FLOWER, CoH Adj. C. G. M. 
His Excellency, Gov. Livingston. 
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From the President of the Continental Congress to 
Governor Livingston. 

York-TowD, June 17, 177a 

Sir, — Authentic inteUigence received by Congress 
from many quarters, leave it no longer doubtful in vi^hat 
manner the enemy mean to conduct their plan of con- 
ciliation. 

Under delusive appearances of pacific acts and peace- 
making commissioners, already their military reinforce- 
ments begin to arrive, and already they have com- 
menced the campaign in many places with acts of 
cruelty and devastation. 

Indian irruptions, and burning houses in the moment 
of dispersing propositions for peace, evince the insidious 
designs of the enemy, and demonstrate the necessity of 
wisdom in council, of strength and vigor in the field. 
The former may be employed to distress the enemy 
greatly, by withholding from them the provisions of 
America, and the latter by qui(Aly collecting powerlUl 
armies to take advantage of their present weaknsss. 

In duty therefore to their constituents. Congress ear- 
nestly call upon you, sir, and your state, to adopt the 
most effectual and vigorous measures for speedily rein- 
forcing the continental army with your quota of troops. 
The present moment unimproved, may be productive of 
most pernicious consequences, and the public safety 
demands strong and united efforts. 

Experience hath shewn that the marine force of our 
enemies enable them to secure for the support o( their 
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annies, almost the whole of our exported provisions, and 
therefore, Congress, impressed with the necessity of 
preventing the supplies derived to our foes from this 
source and desirous of supplying the armies of the 
United States, have upon mature deliberation, laid an 
embargo upon provisions of aU kinds, and they earnestly 
request the vigorous exercise of the powers of your 
state to carry into effective execution this most necessary 
measure. 

I am, with great respect, sir, your excellency's most 
obedient servant, 

JOHN HANCOCK, Pres't. 
His Excellency, Gov. Livingston. 



From General Winds to the Legislature. 

Head Quarters, Elizabethtown, June 16Ui, 1778. 

Gentlemen, — The anxiety I feel for want of ammu- 
nition to supply the militia, should any quantity be 
wanted on a sudden emergency, may be much easier 
conceived than described. Permit me to call your 
attention to my situation for a few hours. I flatter 
myself your time wiB not be misspent Here I am on 
very extensive lines with a small body of men, who 
(although in the highest spirits) cannot be furnished 
with six rounds of ammunition, while the enemy are in 
great strength on Staten Island. And it is not im- 
probable, should the British a,rmy attempt a passage 
through New Jersey, from Philadelphia to New York, 
that our neighbors on the Island may make a diversion 
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this way, but ptipuld not this Ije the .ca,se, liable as w^ 
^e f^t ?lU times t9 i[iv^3iQi^ w^^en t^ve .en^my f^i;^ j^fi 
^i]jgth, and ifvhile o^r frontier? j[^:oduoe ^pjr thii^g 
ybicjh to tHiem is ^^ ql^ject ii^prtjji attempting, yr\i^x 
(}0n?i4era,tiQu ought tpji^wlttce,^ tp Jifep^fiip unprepa^^ed 
t;9 receive tbeffli 1 

I h?kve ti^e foU^ confi(^€iftce i^ the bravery of thid 
Ne^ J[eii?ey mUiti^, ?^i.d be^de? other weighty i;ea«ct([« 
for my repeated applicatioDS on this subject, the .f^ ,^ 
^aci^fici^ QMX ];eput^]dQ9 is not ^i^i^w^ f^ spiciest 
Permit me to add that with militia it i^ impo^U^ ^o 
keenp secret t)l)e ^t^(e of cm magazines, and it is not 
improbable that very soon, or per]l^ps even now, ^ 
enemy know our situation, and in case of an invasion^ 
or the passage of the British army through this state, I 
am persuaded the n^Utia wiU turn out oheerfnlly, and 
in large n\imbers. But J cannot flatter myself in the 
left^jt with the pxo^pect pf their doing any tJbwg vuuterial 
without ammunition. I rather thmk that numh^r/s 
without so neftes^ary an article will only be disadva^r 
ijageou^. Not in the least doubting, if I could bnt 
engage your attent^>ji;i to $o )seriou^ an object you woul4 
grfii^t me speedy relief, and relying W your ax^swe^ 
by^the return of the bearer, I subscribe myself 

Most respectfully, your most obe't ser't, 

WII^LIAM WJNDS. 

P. S. Lead most wanted. 
The JJon- the CouncU ^d Geni Assembly of the 

Stfite of New Jersey. 
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fkam Nf^thfimel Sa^^der to Jhe Speaker of J^mmbly. 

Fraehok!, My Ifth, lT7a 
Mr Dbar SiRr-^I do myself the honor to addrotp 
^n apoo mx affiw to me of the moot deriow aod 
alanimig impwtanoe. Tlie hooofftfale ComicU and 
AflsesttUy of this 9tat^ have iM>t thought proper to inveat 
their fddlegpt^o with power to ratify and sigD the eoa- 
fi^deiialiofi, and it is obmos that imleas every of iJie 
tUfteiW atatee ^h^U accede "to it we remain an uaeo»- 
JMeraC^ peo^. Tbe^e states have aetnally entered 
ipitO;a:t]3eaty with the court of VersaiHes as a confecb- 
flttted people, and Monsienr Girard, their Ambassadw 
Flenipotmtiaffy 'to Confess is now on our coast with fi 
pow^rfiil fleet of dup9, which have tahen a pilot on 
h«9rd for DelatW^ate. Be probably may be landed by 
this time, and will at all e^^ents be in Philadelphia in a 
lew days. How most he be aatooished and confounded, 
M^d what may be the fatal consequences to America 
when he discovers (which he will unmediately do,) thait 
Wie ai:e ipso facto nnconfederated, and consequmtly 
what our enemies have caUed us. "a rope of sand." 

WfiUfhe not have just cause to resent the deception ? 
Hfid may iiot insidious Brixam, knowing the same, tah^ 
Advantage of your disunion ? for my own pai:t I am of 
(pinion she will never desist from her neferious deigns, 
nqr ever consider her attempts upon our liberties 
liuitless and vain, until she ^now3 the golden knot is 
actua% tied. J left Congress last Wednesday Wa- 
ning. The affair of cqnfederatio^ was to .be takcm up 
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next day. The magna charta of America was amply 
engrossed andjprepared for signing. Ten states had 
actually authorized their delegates to ratify : a delegate 
from an eleyenth (viz. Georgia) declared he was so 
fully possessed of the sense of his constituents, that he 
should not hesitate to subscribe it New Jersey and 
Maryland only stood it out Mr. Chase, one of the 
delegates from that state, told me the day I left Phila- 
delphia, that he imagined the determination of Maryland 
would depend much upon that of New Jersey, and 
thought if our state should accede, theirs would also. 
He therefore concluded to go immediately down and try 
what could be done. I at the same time assured him 
I would write you on the subject on my return. 

I ought to inform you, sir, that the objections stated 
by New Jersey were read and considered in Congress, 
and after being entered at large on their minutes, a 
question was taken whether Congress at that time 
judged it expedient to take up the said objections so as 
to admit any emendations in the plan of confederation 
or not ? and it passed in the negative. In consequence 
of which they remain both upon the journal and files 
to be taken up and considered at any friture time when 
they may be called for. I expect my colleagues will 
soon address you on this subject. I left Doct Wither- 
spoon, Doct Elmer and Mr. Boudinot at Philadelphia, 
whither I expect to return in a few days. I should 
have been much more uneasy when I was last at 
Princeton, and should have taken more pains to con- 
vince the members of the necessity of granting the 
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powers of ratification to their delegates, had I not been 
encoiuraged to expect that the Legislature would not 
rise without doing it ; at the same time supposing the 
reason why they withheld at that juncture to be, that 
their objections might have the greater weight with 
Congress. Indeed I all along expected Doct. Wither- 
spoon would have brought on such powers with him, 
especially as I hoped the honorable houses would be 
clearly of opinion that it were better to confederate 
under all the disadvantages they apprehended, than that 
the general union should be broken or even greatly 
endangered. 

I know not whether I ought to say anything respect- , 
ing the objections themselves : some of them are per- 
haps not very essential. The obtainmg an admission 
of several of them would doubtless be of great local 
advantage to this state ; but every state must expect to 
be. subjected to considerable local disadvantages in a 
general confederation. Indeed upon the whole I am 
fully of opinion that no plan can or will ever be adopted 
more equal or less generally injurious to the confederated 
states than the present I also declare it as my opinion 
that, if the general business of emendation were to be 
fairly taken up in Congress to-morrow, several altera- 
tions would be made exceedingly disadvantageous to 
the smaller circumscribed states, and which perhaps 
might more than counterbalance the obtaining what we 
apply for. As to the grand and capital objection 
respecting the lands, &c., I will only observe that in 
case we never obtain an original quota of them, we 
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«hAll only lo»e:a.dbiire in the piivie sale <£ them, wUch 
will ftobftbly b^ v^y low, while wd shall m&mtMy 
nmv^f^mwrnt m^ mctewmg benefit from the rsqpid 
Mid eaonaow gmwdi of the larger states ; >for sorely 
HI fiiroportKHi to tbek extent aj|d popalatiM, dieir quota 
of 4be public e^gpeiaae md^^eht wiU be increasecl, wUile 
OjWEs ,wiU be fHfopwtAonably cUiokosbed. Wbat Avaijb 
k^tberefore to m, whether five pofiiMJl^ jof oar natioiiAl 
debt be paid by 4be acoession of a sul^eot to this state, 
fir ^whether our quota be toiaUy ie^araed live pounds by 
^ setitleioe^t of a person in tjbe state ^f Vii^gkoa «t 
the distance of a thousand miles from the Athuitic ! tfor 
my own part, I think we shall have greatly the advan- 
tage of these enormous, unwieldly go]veniaients ; nor 
dp J judge it unlikety they will soon ^d i^ necee- 
Mury to li^ue lor the ouftl^iling tboir ,e^travagW(t jiiris- 
(Action. 

In the settlement of our soldiery, wd the lioroign 
jdeserters at the expiration of the war, we shall incur 
considerable disadvantage ; however, as the larger states 
iwill doubts reipice to have their frontiers immediaAe^ 
Qnlarged^ and wiU vie witjb each other in courting so 
gieat an aqcessicm of inhabitants, there will probadbly be 
no greater expense than bsurely that of locating the 
lands, our quota of which cannot be any very consider- 
j^ble sum. 

I congratulate you on the a^al success of our arms 
jfX this nejghbojfhood on the ^th of June. Great 
founder mi devastation h^ve been committed among 
jmy friends in this quarter, but through the distingiish- 
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ing gQodna«i ^f Fri^viiknce, my family w^d j>?<qp^r^ 
ci^oai^, fiQd ;th»t almost i^i a «mM?ilott^ qiaiA»i9r. 

I wi3b yau tQ ^6 ^ al>oye K^i^esentf^tMni mto y^w 
p^ijKiiWS Qonwleratipn, aji4 if with m& you st^^Jll juclg? lit 
ft M^^er i;^ afifi&deBt imports^ce, ibAt the J4egjisl9itwe 
may be a^ Mj^^y aa possit^e .^^wivqiidd lio deMb^s^^ 
a^ de^mipe iheraoa. 

I ain, d^^r 3ir, witli gveat Qs&een^ y^pr wost ol^d't 

NATP. SCUDD^R. 
U4fff^kk Johtt Hart, jEsq. 

i^uorter-MoAter-General Pettit to General Washington. 

Camp WhiJ© PVm^ S^, IQ> 1T78. 
Si^T— Xhe acaxc^ity .^f Forage, and the reluctance 
T^iih wJiicii the iiaurmer^ part with what they have to 
qp)9Lre, has for some time past filled me with more alarxi(L- 
)j^ a{]^ebeii3iofis than I have felt on account of any 
other branch of the Quarter-Master's Pepartment The 
uecessary, consumption of forage, not only in and about 
the army, but ^om the nomerpus teams employed iu 
ihi? ifi^M^ transpprtalfiau of provisions and stores, hsis 
so ffir exh;insted the resources of former crops, th^it 
every furmer i;^ the middle states discerns th?^ the 
demand for ^caiff is equal if not more th^^n equal to ^1 
that CAP possibly be furnished, and of co^lW th^it the 
pmcchasers, whether for public or private use, must of 
necessity pay whatever price shall be insisted on. The 
discretion of each individual is therefore the only bo^n• 
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dary to the price demanded. Hence we find it impos- 
sible without the interposition of legislative authority, 
to adhere steadily to any fixed price, and at the same 
time obtain the necessary supplies. For, although 
many of the better disposed among the farmers would 
be willing to sell their forage at the present current 
prices, if they were not apprehensive their more ava- 
ricious neighbors would obtain a higher price for theirs i 
yet while they see prices constantly rising, and un- 
bounded, they are unwilling to preclude themselves from 
the advantages which experience has taught them may 
be obtained by withholding their commodities firom the 
present market This increases the avidity of the de- 
mand, and of course obliges the purchaser to submit to 
the terms imposed by the seller. 

The enormous increase of the pubUc expenditures, 
though perhaps the greatest, is but one of the evils which 
must attend the permitting the prices of grain lo continue 
rising without any other limitation than the capricious 
discretion of the sellers of it The mischief is increased 
both in size and velocity by every step it advances, and 
must, if permitted to continue, produce the most disastrous 
consequences. On the other hand, if the legislatures of 
the respective states will give us their aid by fixing a table 
of prices between individuals and the public, and estab- 
lishing a legal mode as well for the obtaining at such 
prices what each individual can spare, as for ascertain- 
ing the quantity which may be taken in case of dispute, 
— I imagine the quantity of grain in the country will be 
found more adequate to the demand than present ap- 
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pearances indicate. From the scarcity, whether real 
or artificial, which we now feel, and have for some 
time past experienced in the states northward of the 
Chesapeake Bay, we have been under a necessity of 
drawing considerable quantities of grain firom Virginia, 
Maryland and Delaware ; the transportation of which 
not only enhances the price, but by employing more 
teams in the public service increases the consumption. 
Ji, therefore^ the inhabitants of the state more contigu- 
ous to the army, could be induced to deliver in a short 
time what they can with propriety spare, it would not 
only enable us to form our magazines in due season, 
but might authorize us to relax our demand in the dis- 
tant places from whence supplies are transported at so 
great an expense. 

I take the liberty of troubling your Excellency with 
these acts and observations, together with a letter from 
Colonel Biddle, C. G. F., which is enclosed herewith, 
confident that a representation of the matter from 
your excellency to the legislatures of the respective 
states, either immediately or through Congress, will be 
the most likely way to have the business speedily at- 
tended to, and to procure it that dispatch which its 
importance demands. 

I have the honor to be, with the greatest respect, 
your excellency's most obedient and most humble 
servant, 

CHA. PETTIT, A. a M. G. 
His Excellency, Gen. Washington. 
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Gdl. BuMieto Oen^rdl Pettit^ enclosed iti the foregoing. 

Camp White Plains, Sept. tf, 1*777. 

Dear SiR,-^The consumption of fotage is so greiat, 
and the dbtancie it is brotlght subjects to so many delays 
mti fisappointments that I wish to fall on every method 
di« Will' be most Ufcely to answer aceftain and regular 
supply. At this tittief We dt^W considerable quaiititles 
of corn and oats from Virginia and Itf aryland, by the 
Way df the head of filk, to Trenton, and thence by 
Iknd to this Camp. The same from the Delaware state ; 
--^and thbsne supplies must be continued as long' as 
the season will permit, the middle states being much 
drained. However, I think much more might be drawn 
from Pennsylt^la, Jersey, New York, and Connecticut, 
if the legislatures of those states would take effectual 
measures to bring dut their hay and grain for the use of 
the army, and we shall have occasion for all that can 
possibly be spared from each of these states, to subsist 
our horses. At present. New Jersey cannot ftirnish a 
sufficiency to forage the great number of teams passing 
through there;— although the gentleman in that state has 
as much interest and industry as any one in it, he 
complains of the great prices demanded ; — the same 
complaint from my agents in Pennsylvania, New York 
and Connecticut, and all agree that from various causes 
the forage is not brot^ht to market. 

The absence of the militia in service in some places 
has been one cause of their not threshing, and in many, 
the expectation of a rising price induces them to keep 
it back. Some measures are necessary to bring them 
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to diresh aind deliver afU tkat can be spared for the use 
6ftb6aErmy. The liitliting a generous price, beyond 
Which they wonld not have ia etpecta^dn of a ri^e, 
would have a gck)d eflfect ; and they should deliver it at 
the season in which it isr niost wanted, Viz; during the 
fall, winter, and spring. Therefore, I would propose, 
that his Excellency Gen. Washington, should be in- 
formed of this, and be requested to Write to the different 
legislatures to take the most effectual measures to assist 
my ai^nts m the difibrent districts in the coHeetion of 
foTjEtge by limiting the pricei? and enforcing a deliirery of 
di^hay and grain that can be spained at stated periods, 
also in furnishing carnages, to haul- the satbe in tbeil* 
respective states, to^uch pkces as it may be Wanted in. 
If the prices should be limited from Pennsylvania to 
Connecticut inclusive, it may be necessary to make an 
application to the legislatures of Delaware, Maryland 
and Virginia, on the same occasion, as the conveniency 
of water carriage from, and the great abundance of com 
and oats in, those states, as well as the insufficiency of 
grain [in others, will make it necessary to draw regularly 
from them* 

The proposidon yoil made of a number of ox-teams, 
would be a great relief if they could be procured, as the 
oxen could be subsisted on grass, and a very Uttle hay ; 
in the winter a small quantity of grain would be neces- 
sary. I submit this to you ; lay such part of it as you 
may think neoessaty to lay before the general 

And am, deiur Sir, your most obedient serv't, 

CLEMENT BIDDLE, C. G. F. 
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P. S. There is so little grain threshed in this and 
the adjoining states, and our present situation requiring 
immediate supplies, there is no time to be lost in adopt- 
ing some method to get the farmers to worL 
To CoL Charles Pettit, A, Q. M. Gen*l. 



From Oavemor Livingston to the Legislature. 

Princeton, September 29th, 177a 
Gentlemen, — I herewith lay before your honorable 
House copies of two letters from CoL Biddle igid 
Charles Pettit, Esqrs., upon the subject of forage, 
together with a letter from his Excellency, General 
Washington to me, accompanying these letters, and 
declaring his perfect conviction that the Legislature 
of this state will be forward to adopt every expedient 
that may seem calculated to afford the smallest relief in 
this interesting and essential point The subject, gen- 
tlemen, is of such importance that I doubt not you will 
give it your serious attention, and manifest the same 
zeal in the common cause for which this state has 
hitherto rendered itself remarkably conspicuous. 

WIL. LIVINGSTON. 



Jonathan Elmer to the Legislature. 

Philadelphia, September 17di, 177a 
Gentlemen, — Sensible of the important trust reposed 
in me, and the honor conferred, in appointing me one 
of your delegates in Congress for two years past, I 
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esteem it my duty to embrace this opportmiity of making 
my sincere acknowledgements. 

A willingness to comply with your requisition, and an 
earnest desire to serve my country, as far as my slender 
abilities would enable me, were the sole motives that 
induced me to accept of the appointment. How far I 
have answered your expectations in executing the trust, 
I willingly submit to your candor to determine. Permit 
me, however, to assure you that the public interest and 
the good of my country, particularly of the state which 
I have had the honor of representing, have constantljr 
been the objects of my attenti()n. I hope the integrity 
of my conduct, at least, will meet your approbation. 

As the circumstances of my family and private 
affairs, render it impracticable for me to attend Con- 
gress any longer, I take this opportunity of acquainting 
the hon'l Council and Assembly therewith, and of 
soliciting leave to resign. 

I have the honor to be gentlemen, your most ob't and 
hum. s't, JONATHAN ELMER, 

Hon'l Council and Assembly. 



From Colonel Holme to Governor Livingston. 

Cumberland, November 2d, 1778. 
Dear Sir, — Inclosed I send you my commission as 
Col. of the second regiment of foot militia in the county 
of Salem, which I resign for the following reasons. 
First place, I have removed from Salem county to Cum- 
berland, and settled myself there, which makes it very 
9 
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inconvenient for me to attend the battalion. Secondly, 
I shall expect that the battalion will not be reooaciled 
to have their commander an inhabitant of another 
ooanty. Therefore would beg yoor Honor and the 
Joint Meeting to accept my resignation, and yoor com* 
pliance will oblige 

Your humble serv't 

BENJ. HOLME. 
His Excellency, Governor Livingston, or the Governor 
for the time being of New Jersey. 

From a Committee of Congress to Governor Livingston. 

PlaUdelphia, November 11&, 1778. 
SiR,-^The great and increasing difficulties in the 
Quarter Master and Commissary General's Depart^ 
mqnts have induced Congress to adopt the resolution of 
which we have the honor to transmit you a copy. 
Among the measures immediately necessary for placing 
these matters on a proper foundation, is the acquiring a 
knowledge of the proper resources of these states. 
The articles of consumption which we would most 
particularly be informed of, are flour, wheat, rye, barley, 
oats, com and rice, beef, pork, working oxen and horses, 
cider and vinegar. The ignorance and the interests of 
mankind oppose so strongly our wishes in this respect, 
that after every efibrt and every prudent precaution, our 
information will perhaps be of far less importance than 
could be wished. It is however our duty to aim at it, 
and we have no reason to doubt your Excellency's 
concurrence in the steps necessary to attain what we 
have in view. Especially when it is considered how 
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readily your own good sense will dictate the impracti- 
cability of continuing the war, at least of continuing it 
to advantage, while we remain supremely ignorant of 
the supplies our country is capable of afibrding. We 
have to intreat that your Excellency, from your knowl- 
edge of the productions of the several parts of your 
state, would appoint some proper persons in whose 
industry and secrecy you can confide, to make proper 
lists through the districts you shall severaUy allot to 
them, of the quantity and number of such c^ the 
articles above named as are produced in it, which may 
probably be over and above the necessary consumption 
of the inhabitants, and also as nearly as possible the 
quantity, &c., which they ccmsume over and above their 
own productions, or of what they do not produce^ 
We hope that these lists may be transmitted to us with 
ail convenient speed, to the end that proper arrange- 
ments may immediately be made for the ensuing 
campaign. Upon transmitting an account of the 
expenses which may accrue in this business, they, 
shall immediately be paid. You will perceive, sir, that 
every precaution should be taken to prevent this object 
from transpiring, lest as on many former occasions the 

devoted adherents of should make a 

gain of the public distresses. 

We are, respectfully, your Excellency's ob't and 
hT)le servants, 

NATH. SCUDDER, 
GOUV. MORRIS, 
WM. WHIPPLE. 
Governor of New Jersey. 
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IVofn a Committee of Congress to Governor Livingston. 

Philadelpliim, November llA, 177a 
Sir, — The dangerous practices of engrossers have 
increased so rapidly with the public distresses, and have 
so accumulated them, that every friend to this country 
or even to humanity, cannot but wish to see some 
remedy to an evil which threatens the existence not 
only of the several states, but of the poorer part of the 
individuals which compose them. We are fully sensible 
that this disease should be touched with a cautious and 
with a delicate hand, but at the same time we confide 
in the wisdom of your Legislature for this deUcacy and 
caution. We do not pretend to mark out the means 
which they should adopt, but the confidence reposed in 
us by Congress demands that we should at least hin( 
what in our idea may conduce to this valuable purpose. 
The articles necessary for the consumption of the army 
are easily designated. And we trust there will not be 
much difficulty in distinguishing between the dealer in, 
or manufacturer, of those articles and the engrosser, or, 
as he would call himself, the speculator. These two 
objects being accomplished, it surely cannot be deemed 
inconsistent either with policy or justice that he should 
be obliged to part with them to the public. The pro- 
cess necessary for this purpose must depend on the civil 
institutions which may have been respectively adopted, 
but it should be as short and as simple as is consistent 
with the constitution of the state. One thing more is 
necessary to complete the system, namely the price, if 
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this is such as to leave the specdlator his profit, nothing 
more is operated by the law than merely to sanctify his 
unrighteous gains. If the price be fixed by law, the 
efforts now making to render our money valuable, (and 
which we doubt not your Legislature will assist by 
heavy taxes,) will only tend to reaUze what he hath 
aheady accumulated. Perhaps a power lodged some- 
where to fix the market price monthly, by the name of 
assize, and a deduction firom it of about twenty per 
cent, on commodities in the hands of engrossers, would 
be most effectual. This, however, and every thing else 
we have mentioned, is submitted to your wiser con- 
sideration. 

We have the honor to be your Excellency*!5 most ob't 
and h'ble servants, 



NATH. SCUDDER, 
GOUV. MORRIS, 
WM. WfflPPLE. 



Governor of New Jersey. 



From a Committee of Congress to Governor Liningston. 

Philadelphia, November 11th, ITTa 
gilt, — Permit us to call your attention for a moment 
to the detection and punishment of a crime against the 
public. Persons in office under the continent have as 
we are informed, used the monies entrusted to them in 
the engrossing of articles upon the public. This seeth- 
ing of the kid in its mother's milk calls for the most 
exemplary punishment We pray that you will urge 
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die Legislature of your state to pus laws for the prose- 
eotion and punisfament of offenders of this kind in 
foture, and that in the interim your Excellency will 
cause any who may in yonr state be gailQr of the like 
eriines to be secnred for trial in safe and close coetody. 
We are, respectfully, your Excellency's most ob't and 
faumUe servants, 

NATH. SCUDDER, 
GOXJV. MORRIS, 
WM. WHIPPLE. 



P. SeuUy Secretary of the Board of War, to Qovemor 
Livingston. 

War Office, December 2d, 1778. 
Sir,*-" Your ExeeHency's letter of the 25th ultimo to 
Congress has been referred to this board ; and they now 
direct me to inform you that it must have been occa- 
sioned by mistake or inattention in the affairs, that your 
troops were not furnished with an equal quantity of 
clothing with the rest of the army. A greater proper^ 
tion of coats, rests and breeches than will supply the 
whole army has been forwarded to Springfield, in Mas- 
sachusetts ; and the troops from your state could have 
drawn those articles, and were entitled to at least a 
ftvidend of such as proved deficient His Excellency, 
General Washington, has informed the board that he 
will give directions about the delivery of clothing ; and 
if the commanding officer in Jersey will make out the 
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jm^esmrf mtuxns, there is no doubt but they will bo 
complied with on application to head quarters, 

I have the honor to be, with the greatest respect 
your £xceUency's most obed't ser't, 

P. SCULL, Secy'. 
His Escc^leacy, Gov'r Livinubton. 

From Chief Justice Symmes to Governor Livingston. 

MorriitoVD^ lannary 7» 1779. 

6iR,«*«-I beg leave to lay before your Excellency, and 
the honorable gpntlem^i of|he Council, the business of 
the state that came before me in the late Circuit, in the 
oounties of Hunterdon and Cumberland, which was 
Qfq)ital ; recommending to the clemency and grace of 
your bmor thoae miserable ffldigects who are under senr 
tence of death. 

In the county of Gloucester there is Jonathan Chew 
condenmed for high treason ; he was convicted by jury. 
I take it that he was disafiected from the beginning of 
the troubles^ and joined the enemy at their coming to 
Billingsport, and acted as a captain among them. The 
diarges laid against him in the indictment of levying 
war and adhering to the enemies of the state was well 
supported, and I cannot think there is any equitable 
Gironmstance in his favor, either as matter of law or 
fi^t But the ftrittowing considerations may perhaps 
plead for him with your honors for a pardon. 

1. He is a very weak man in his understanding. 

2. He has a family of tweihre children, that must be 
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objects of charity if their friend is taken away, and 
they have no property left 

3. It Appeared in the Court that he was humane, and 
incUned to distress the inhabitants that were in his 
pawer as little as possible, in person or property. 

4. He left the enemy after they had retreated through 
Jersey, and came home and threw himself in the way 
of justice. 

Harrison Wells, who traversed his indictment for 
levying war against the states, and adhering to its 
enemies, and convicted thereon. I believe that Mr. 
Wells was a Whig at tl^ beginning; he was in the 
militia and behaved well. But I cannot say there was 
any equitable circumstance appeared (touching law or 
fact) on his trial that can operate in his favor ; but 
perhaps the following considerations may incUne your 
honors to pardon him : 

1. He was undoubtedly over-persuaded by Mr. John 
Hinchman, who had been his guardian, to go and join 
the enemy, which at length he did with some reluctance, 
being partly in compliance to Mr. Hinchman's advice, 
and partly because he was threatened by the militia. 

2. When with the enemy he was offered a Lieuten- 
ant's Commission, which he refused. 

3. It appeared that he early wished to make his 
peace with. his country by desiring to surrender himself 
but found the popular clamor so much against him that 
he dare not do it ; and his house was contiguous to the 
enemy. 

4. When the enemy left Philadelphia, he surrendered 
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himself at Haddonfield, to the law, refusing to march 
with the enemy. He appears very penitent 

Besides Chew and Wells, there are fifteen others 
dondemned for high treason against the state ; viz : 
William Hammet, John Dilks, John Frankhn, James 
Birch, Joseph Pratt, Joseph Dill, Abraham Fennimore, 
Joshua Dilks, Christopher String, Daniel Fussman, 
Lawrence Cox, David Lloyd, Thomas Nightingale, 
Faterson Cook, and Isaac Lord; who, after having 
proper time allowed them to consider of a plea, seve- 
rally pleaded guilty to their indictments, which has pre- 
vented the Court from having their causes investigated 
before them ; and I must own that as to by far the greater 
part of them, I know nothing of the nature of their 
guilt, or what fevorable circumstances there may be in 
their cases, only as they were charged in their indict- 
ments and pleaded guilty ; but as to William Hammet, 
I beUeve there is as little to be said in his favor as to 
any of them. I should be exceeding happy, were your 
honors of opinion there was no occasion of farther 
examples in cases of high treason ; that our laws and 
government were sufficiently established, and that noth* 
ing remained but to forgive. But as I think these 
things matters of some doubt, I hope your honors will 
not receive it ill of me if I proceed to say, that were 
the questimi put to me. Who shall die ? I should be in- 
clined to say, William Hammet. My reasons are. First, 
because he was formerly apprehended and sent to your 
Excellency and the Council of Safety, charged with 
similar offences against his country, and notwithstand- 
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ing the Honorable Goonoil of Safety weK pleaded to 
suffer him to return home, he weBt immediately and 
joined the enemy. Secondly, he was a daring offender 
while with the enemy, and may be so again. Thirdly, 
he was taken while in the service of the ^uemy» a»4 
ha3 at no tune since, (if I am rightly instructed,) e^ 
pressed himself a friend to the state, as most of the 
others have ; but he has frequently wished to be sent to 
the enemy again ; and I think the probability is against 
him that he joina them if dischai'ged. Fourthly, he 
haa no family that must suffer by hia deaths aa many of 
the others have ; and ia making up my mind on this 
subject, I think I am warranted in some measure by the 
opinion of Judge Blackstone, where be speaks of the 
necessity of human punishments. 

There is also one ****** convicted m 
Gloucester comity for burglary and robbery. I believe 
he thought the person whom he robbed, a torf/y and that 
by the custom of the times, conceived he had a perfect 
right to plunder him* He appears very penitent, and 
has been a brave soldier in the American army. In 
the county of Cumberland there is one capital con- 
viction, and that is*******, for an hi^way rob^ 
bery. He was convicted by jury. There is an appear^ 
ance of equity in this man's case. The party robbed, 
who was the principal witness against him, was proved 
to be a tory, and a persoai of very ill fame ; but I must 
own I am inclined to think the man was actually 
robbed. The Court have, however, thought proper to 
recommend him for pardon, as your honors will see by 
the petition in his favor. 
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I have the iMmor to incloso to your ExoeUency and 
the gentlemen of the Council, all the papers relative to 
dke priscmera tiritt hare fitUen mio my haads, I hope 
they wiU not prove alltogether uselesa I was not pre^ 
sent at Salem when any capital case came before the 
Court I hope his honor the Chi^ Justice will point 
out to your honors those matters in wfaiob I am defi- 
cient^ as he pt esided at Gloucester, during l^ trials of 
CSitew and Wells, tmd w^s akme at Satem when the 
oapital triab came on there* 

I have the honor to be, hononMe gentlemen, with 
great esteem, your humble aetvant, 

JOHN CLEVES SYMMES. 
HiRExcettency, the Governor* 



From Colonel Biddle to Governor Livingston 

Princeton, January 14, 1779. 

Sir, — In my letter of the 1st inst, I had the honor 
to inclose you a resolve of Congress, of the 30th No- 
vember, relative to the Forage Department ; a copy of 
which I now send to you. 

The scaitity of forage is very great, and to lessen 
the consumption we have sent upwards of 2000 horses 
from the army into Pennsylvania, and shall retain no 
more than are actually necessary within the camp. I 
have given orders to forward a considerable quantity of 
grain from the westward and southward by water to 
Trenton as soon as the Delaware opens, and I have 
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good information that I may depend upon considerable 
supplies by that channel. 

But such is our present situation, that we mast rely 
chiefly on this state to subsist our horses until the open- 
ing of the river, and it is with the greatest difficulty we 
can keep them alive. 

I have therefore to request that your Excellency in 
council, will please to give your aid and advice for 
drawing forth all the forage that can be spared from 
every part of this state ; and I beg leave to suggest that 
a recommendation to the magistrates to carry into exe- 
cution in their several districts, the law for impressing 
forage would have a very good effect. But I submit 
to your wisdom to give such relief as to you may appear 
most likely to answer the end. 

I have the honor to be, with the greatest respect, 
your Excellency's most obedient and very humble 
servant, 

CLEMENT BIDDLE. 
His Excellency, Gov. Livingston. 



From a Committee of Congress on the Comm*y and 
Q. M. Department to Governor Livingston. 

Philadelphia, January 19, 1779. 
Sir, — We did ourselves the honor to write to your 
Excellency the 11th of November last on the subject 
of engrossing. Permit us to call your attention once 
more to that subject. The evils feared, when that letter 
was written, now rapidly approach, and the letter from 
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the commissary-general, of which we enclose a copy, 
gives us the most alarming apprehensions. The wis- 
dom of the state you preside over and your own exer- 
tions will not, we are confident, be wanting to prevent 
the mischiefe arising from that insatiable thirst of gain 
which knows neither principle or bound. 

We will not insult your good sense by dwelling upon 
this painful topic. Your knowledge of the cause, and 
prudential foresight of the effects will doubtiess stimu- 
late you to every measure which you shall deem neces- 
sary for the public service. 

GOUV. MORRIS, 
WM. WHIPPLE. 
Governor of New Jersey. 



From John Fell to Governor Livingston. 

Philadelphia, March 25, 1779. 

Dear Sir, — I cannot help complaining to your Ex- 
cellency of the behavior of some of the delegates from 
our state, which is not only disgraceful to the state, but 
in my humble opinion, treating me with the greatest 
impohteness ; they take upon them to leave Congress 
when they please and without leave, by which the 
state in course is not represented. Last Saturday 
Dr. Witherspoon went home without ever saying one 
word to me on the occasion, and this day Colonel 
Frelinghuysen went away in the same manner. 

No man has the service of his country more at heart 
than I have ; but then I should choose to be treated in 
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sacfa manner as I think I have a right to as a gentle- 
men. And I am certain snch treatment from my col- 
leagues cannot be deemed in that line. Therefore I 
request it as a fator, that I may not be treated in like 
manner in future ; to make my stay here so exceedingly 
disagreeable. 

I received a letter this week from hon'l Mr. Scudder, 
dated 13th inst, he wrote me he expected to be here in 
about six weeks from that date. When Dr. Scudder 
comes I hope your Excellency will have no objection to 
my paying a visit to my family for a short time. As I 
have engaged to serve the state for the time of my 
appointment I undoubtedly shall do it, to the best of my 
power and ability. However, I hope the hohorable 
Assembly will pay some regard to the increase of pay 
for my service, as every kind of expense has advanced 
in this city upwards of 60 per cent, since my appoint- 
ment. It is with great reluctance I am under the 
disagreeable necessity to mention a circumstance of this 
kind, but my private fortune has suffered so much from 
the great losses I have met with, as weU as my long, 
cruel captivity, that I shall not be able to support the 
extraordinary expense long. I am certain there is no 
member in Congress does more duty than I do. Every 
morning at the commercial committee, afterwards at 
Congress, and three stated nights in a week at the 
marine committee, besides occasional committees; in 
short, there has been very few nights this winter that I 
have not been engaged in business. And not to be 
able to live in the manner I have ever been used to, 
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without s]^dmg my own money as well as time, is 
ra^er too unreasonable for tiie pidblic to desire of any 
indivi^al. 

I was exceedingly happy to hear you were from home 
when the enemy ctane to pay you a visit ; as I am 
certain you are not one of those gentlemen who they 
have the greatest regard for. I shonld imagine Fdncetoa 
or Trenton would be a much more eligible place for 
your residence than Elizabethtown. Your being 
taken, besides the many disagreeable circumstances of 
being a priscmer, would be of the utmost bad conse<^ 
quence, as I know of no person in our possession that 
you could be exchanged for ; — however the subject is 
too melancholy to dwell on. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your 
Excellency's most humble servant, 

JOHN FELL. 
His Excellency, Gov. Livingston. 

Memorial of the Officers of the Jersey Brigade to the 
Legislature. 

To the Honorable the Legislative Council and General 

Assembly of the state of New Jersey. 

It is with great reluctance that the officers of the 
Jersey brigade undertake to address you. 

They had reason to expect that you would (from 
principles of justice as well as necessity) before this 
time have taken such measures as would have rendered 
it unnecessary, but the circumstances of your troops 
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have become such that it would now be crimmal to be 
silent. The Legislature need not be informed that our 
pay is now only nomincUy not real, that four months' 
pay of a private will not procure his wretched wife 
and children a single bushel of wheat The situation 
of your officers is worse. The pay of a Colonel of 
your regiments will not purchase the oats for hb horse, 
nor will his whole day's pay procure him a single 
dinner. A common laborer or an express rider receives 
four times as much as^ he. It would be superfluous for 
us to point out all our grievances, they are many, they 
are great, they are known to you. It is therefore a 
duty we owe our country, a duty we owe ourselves, to 
inform you in the most plain and unambiguous terms, 
that unless a speedy and ample remedy be provided, the 
total dissolution of your troops is inevitable. The 
spirit of desertion has already taken place, and has risen 
to the most alarming height Combinations of large 
parties to desert are almost every day discovered, and 
the utmost vigilance of the officers is not able to 
prevent it. ^ 

The soldiers estimate the money truly, by what it 
will purchase. They have frequently been heard to 
say "that it was true British pay was very small, but 
notwithstanding, two days' pay would purchase a quart 
of rum, and with us a month's pay would not more 
than do it. 

In the year 1776 the pay of the officers and soldiers 
afforded no more than a scanty subsistence. Since 
that period the currency has depreciated in most articles 
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of life more than two thousand per cent. Are we then 
to risk our lives in the field of battle, to submit to all 
the inconveniences of a camp life, to be deprived of 
the sweets of domestic happiness, and subsist upon one 
twentieth part of a sufficiency ? 

Congress, aeeing the enormous rise of the necessaries 
of life, so long ago as December, 1777, recommended 
to the several states to provide all necessary clothing 
for their officers and soldiers at prices prc^[>ortioned to 
their pay. We had examples of the states both of the 
southward and eastward complying with this resolution, 
and in many instances exceeding it 

That your troops are less brave, or have done less 
duty than any troops in the union, is a position that 
none have been hardy enough to advance, and why 
they should be so long neglected is a problem in politics 
hard to be explained 

Pennsylvania has lately passed some resolves in favor 
of her troops. Maryland has adopted the same ; — some 
other states have done more, but none of them hav^ 
done enough. 

The families of officers and soldiers should some 
way be provided for. K our pay was in Spanish 
milled dollars (and that was the contract between Con- 
gress and us) we could provide for them ; we therefore 
neither ask nor wish for more than a compliance 
with the original contract. 

Pay us in Spanish milled dollars or give us an equiv- 
alent, and our complaints shall instantly cease. 

Elizabethtown, April 17th, 1779. 
10 
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W. Ogden, CoL 
Davd. Brearley, Li CoL 
Daiil. Piatt, Major. 
Jona. Forman, Capt 
Giles Mead, Capt 
Alex. Mitchel, Capt 
P. V. Voorfues, Capt 
John Holmes, Capt 
Aaron Ogden, Capt 
A. Wm. Pratt, Lt 
Cjms DeHarty Lieut. 



1*/ Regiment. 

Jno. Howell, Lieut 
Wm. Barton, Lt 
Ab. Martin, Lt 
Ephm. Whitlock, Lieut 
C.Lott,Lt 

Jonathan Snowden, Lt 
Absalom Bonham, Lt 

Silas , Lt 

Jno. Bishop, Ens'n. 
Wm. M. Bamet^ Soi^. 



2d Regiment. 



Wm. DeHart, Lt Col. 
R. Howell, Major. 
Jno. HoUingshead, Capt 
Jno. N. Cummings, Capt 
Sam. Reading, Capt 
Jonth. Phillips, Capt 
Saml. Henry, Capt 



NathL Bowman, Capt 
Wm. Helms, Capt 

Sam. . 

Abm. Appleton, Lieut 
Saml. Shute, Lt 
Ben. Osmun, Lt 



^d Regiment. 



Elias Dayton, Col. 
F. Barber, Lt Col. 
John Conway, Major. 
Jno. Ross, Capt 
W. GiflTord, Capt 
Jer. Ballard, Capt 
Jos. T. Anderson, Capt 
Seth Johnson, Capt 



Jonathan Dayton, Lt 
Nathl. Leonard, Lt. 
lildmund D. Thomas, Jnn. 
Eph. Darby, Lt 
Sam. L. Shippard, Lt 
John Reed, Lt 
Jno. . 



From General Maxwell to the Legislature. 

Elizabethtown, April 25th, 1779. 
Gentlemen, — I have written or waited on you at 
every time of your sitting for two years past, or per- 
mitted officers to wait on you as a close attention to 
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my duty would permit me, with a design to draw your 
attention to the distresses of the officers or soldierd of 
your brigade. I suppose by this time I shall be thought 
troublesome by some, but however some individuals 
may think of the matter, yet so long as I am honored 
with my present station I shall look on it as my duty to 
represent to your honorable house every grievance I 
find among your troops or even amongst your inhabit- 
ants within the district of my command. With respect 
to the distresses of your troops I have no doubt they 
are visible to the meanest capacity in the country. 
They have been so shameiiilly neglected by the Legis- 
lature of the state that I am now at a loss how to 
address on the subject ; a state who claims credit with 
any of her sister states of her size on the continent, in 
turning out her equal number of militia as well as con- 
tinental troops, on all occasions, for the defence of our 
rights and privileges; and that their military prowess has 
equally gained credit with their alertness, is what I 
believe none vnH deny. I say after all these circum- 
stances in favor of the troops of the state of New 
Jersey, is it not strange the Legislature should not think 
them worthy of their notice or care when brought to 
the field ; incredible as it may seem, it is certainly true, 
to such a length has the neglect and injustice been 
carried that had any private person attempted to treat 
his servant in such a manner, the law of the state 
would have found such servant ample redress. I will 
give a few instances on the contract by way of example, 
viz. when the soldier and officer engaged to serve the 
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State or contme^it, a continental dollar was worth a 
Bpanisii silver dollar, and would have bought equally 
as much of any article the oflKcer or soldier wanted to 
purchase ; now those very people whose servants these 
officers and soldiers are, will require now for some 
article of their own manufacture or raising near 
twenty continental dollars for what one silver one 
would have purchased then, and in some other articles 
much more. Where is the justice or equity of this pro- 
ceeding t None I presume can be offered. Shall we 
then expect less justice from the legislators of our state 
than from private persons t I hope not. Therefore I 
make no doubt you will immediately set about making 
ample recompense for the injustice done your troops in 
time past, and a sufficient. subsistence for them for ihe 
time to come. I make no doubt you will instandy set 
about doing your troops justice, therefore I beg leavQ to 
give you my sentiments on your mode of doing it I 
would not have you to copy after Pennsylvania entirely, 
although they deserve great credit for what they have 
done, considering the quantity of back water their 
wheels of government have to force their way through. 
I would not have you to frimish your troops with 
muscovado sugar at 3s. 9d. per lb., above five times its 
former value when we entered the service, nor common 
tea at 12 shillings per lb., above twice its value, and 
other things in proportion ; nor with one suit of clothes 
in the year at the old prices, when the value c^ two 
suits in clothes will scarcely serve. I would have you 
to frimish them with such articles and necessaries as 
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they may thmk suitable for them, equal to their fiiU pay 
at tike time and prices when they entered the sendee, 
^his I call justice and no compUment : if you fail in any 
artide of this by not haying it in your power to get it, 
you must make ample amends in s€»netbing else that is 
suitable. Fay your military as you ought to do, and 
jFou may e^tpect their labor, yea, I say command it. It 
is useless for you to say you are not able to pay in fiill 
value. Z ask pardon, I know better ; your merchants 
and £surmers never were so rich in Ais world before. I 
cannot say what provision they have laid up for the 
other world, but if we are to judge by the old rules 
^ to lay up treasures in heaven, such as charity, virtue, 
public spiritedness, &c. &c.," I think they have not put 
much in that bank lately, it is Hkely they intend it when 
the hard money comes in use. The former as well as 
l!ie merchant is come to knowledge that every thing is 
worth what it will bring, and notwithstanding he knows 
tliat the security of his property and privileges has cost 
the solder dear in heats, colds, diirsting, hunger and 
watching, yet they will make no scruple to strip him of 
his mondi's pittance for a da/s subsistance and the other 
for a toy. Charity will not carry any of them forther 
dian a drink of cold water, which shows the absolute 
necessity of the officers and soldiers having a decent 
subsistence to support them according to the custom of 
the times, without trusting to charity. I befieve it will 
hardly be denied that the soldiers have been the last of 
the community who have given up their living on honor 
and virtue, they stood firmly to it till many thousands 
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perished that would now have been in the land of the 
living had they been taken proper care of, and which 
was in the power of the states to have done. Falstaff 
justly says that '' honor will not clothe a man's back, 
nor fill his belly, nor mend a broken leg or arm," there- 
fore one good turn must deserve another, and that in 
such a manner that no misconstruction can be put on 
its value. 

As to your making some provision for your servants 
that are rendered unfit for further service, or to those 
who have been brought up to no other business, or for 
the widows or orphans of those brave men who have 
fidlen in your service, humanity must dictate that 
some provision be made for them. I know I could not 
suffer an old dog to perish for want who had served me 
faithfully, if I had it in my power to serve him. It is 
well known that the pay of the British army was 
established above two hundred years ago, and that the 
officers' and soldiers' pay was then honorable and gen- 
erous, but since that time the money has depreciated in 
its value, at least as three to one, owing to its increase 
in quantity : it is also well known that no officer in 
the British service under the r^k and pay of Captain 
can support himself on his pay but by the greatest par- 
simony, or fi-om his private fortune or friends, and firom 
the Captain upwards their pay is no more than a decent 
support, therefore as th^ public have taken them into 
their service and has not thought proper to allow them 
more than a bare subsistence, it was reasonable to 
expect that some support would be provided for them 
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by the public when they were old or disabled, or to 
those whose services may be wanted in future, as well 
as to widows and orphans. It is well known that the 
pay of our troops (the officers I mean) has never been 
as high in continental currency as the British officers' 
is in sterling, therefore would I imagine that we are 
entitled to equal recompense at the end of the war with 
them. However, in this case I would recommend it to 
you to copy after that kingdom or state whose discipline 
you think the most perfect. You have plenty to make 
your choice from. Something concerning the weak- 
ness of your civil authority in time of war (especially 
when the enemy are on your borders) to serve the state 
effectually, shall be the subject of my next 

I am, gentlemen, with much respect and esteem, 

WM. MAXWELL. 
His Excellency, Gov. Livingston. The honorable 

Council and General Assembly of the state of 

New Jersey. 



From General Maxwell to the Legislature. 

Elizabethtown, April 26th, 1779. 

Gentlemen, — I promised in my last of yesterday to 
give you some hints wherein I thought your Civil Poli- 
cy was weak, and not sufficient to answer the exigency 
of the times, when an enemy is in your state or on 
your borders. I will give you some instances, viz : I 
will suppose a tory is taken up, going to or coining from 
the enemy, and may possibly be twenty or thirty miles 
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i^om Ms former abode; in that case the magistrate 
where he is taken can do nodiing with him ; then the 
military must go that distance and take all the evidence 
with him, and when that is done, if his crime is not so 
capital as will be likely to hang him, the justice imme- 
diately takes bail of him, and if his fonher residence 
was on the lines, which is cbmmonly the case, he 
cannot prevent him from living there ; the magistrate 
says he cannot bail him, and then orders him to be con« 
fined to some comity at a distance. I believe his ob- 
servations to be right, but some remedy ought to be 
provided for such evils. I suppose there are five or si^t 
or more such persons between this place and Wood- 
bridge, that are turned loose upon the shore, who have 
been over with the enemy some one year, some eight- 
een months, and others longer, so that they return to us 
with the addition of seven devils more than they were 
possessed of before, by the connections they have 
formed on the other side ; and no doubt but some of 
them are sent over to us by the enemy. Two of 
these sort of fellows were bailed out last winter, and 
when called on to attend Court at Newark they made 
their escape to the enemy and then sent intelligence 
back that the enemy had carried them off. The present 
mode might answer well in time of peace, but it cuts a 
shocking figure in time of war. Again, some people 
are encouragiug our soldiers to desert, and others buy 
their clothes ; and no one knows what to do with them 
and villainy escapes unpunished for want of necessary 
law. 
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Ther6 are a nmiiber of pe6ide in this part of the 
country, that it woidd be much better for the safety of 
the state, that Aeywere moved some to New York and 
odiers back into the country. That we should keep 
Cstpt Kennedy and Capt McCloud here on parole, is 
very extraordinary ; it is keeping licensed spies, in our 
very Mnes, amongst our troops ; this is carrying com- 
placency beyond anything that I ever saw or heard of. 
Here we much exceed the generosity of princes, by 
suffering such people on our lines and among our 
troops ; in short, the%e officers and the tories here pre- 
vent the honest whig from doing his duty for fear of 
having his property destroyed, which they often threaten 
them witL It is weH known that Capt Kennedy car- 
ries on a correspondence with the enemy by the assist- 
ance of his wife and negroes. The Governor knows 
something of diis ; it appears by the oadi of one of the 
soldiers that was lately secured at Newark, when some 
Others deserted, that Capt Kennedy's negro was to find 
them a boat, and it is likely that he did to those that 
went off. If the enemy would not exchange them, 
(which I think' they cannot avoid finally,) I would send 
them in on a parole, and if they would not go that way 
I would make a present of them ; it would have been 
well for us had that been done long ere now. Capt 
McCloud draws his fiill pay from them in New York, 
and seems to have no visible business here. I think he 
would be much better for us in New YorL He cannot 
help speaking agaiust us and our measures and a man 
who will speak hasty in any cause, will act too, when 
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he can do it with safety. Mrs. Chandler is much in 
the same way here that McClond is, with respect to 
her living ; but in the way of giving intelligence to the 
enemy I think her the first in the place. There is not 
a tory that passes in or ont of New York or any other 
way, that is of consequence, but what waits on Mrs. 
Chandler ; and mostly all the British officers going in or 
out on parole or exchange, wait on her ; in short, the 
Grovemor, the whole of the tories, and many of the 
whigs. I think she would be much better in New York, 
and to take her baggage with her, jhat she might have 
nothing to come back for. Lawyer Ross and some 
other noted tories here I would recommend to be sent 
some distance back in the country, as well as some 
others along the shore between this and Amboy, after 
their characters being properly enquired into by proper 
persons sent here for that purpose by you. They must 
not be persons living near this place, that will do the 
business, it must be people that are not afraid of those 
people's emissaries or friends on the other side. There 
wants 2( thorough reform here. Several good friends 
have mentioned these hints to me often, but dare not 
apply to the legislature for fear of a discovery. I beg 
you will excuse the roughness of these observations, as 
I have not had time to dress them. 

I am, with respect and esteem, gentlemen, your most 
obed't and h'ble servant, 

WM MAXWELL. 
His Excellency, the Governor, Council, and General 
Assembly State New Jersey. 
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From Frederick Frelinghuysen to the Speaker of the 

Assembly. 

* Trenton, April 29tli, 1779. 

Sir, — ^Agreeable to the appointment of the Legisla- 
ture, I repaired to Ptiiladelphia in the month of January 
last, and have since that lime attended Congress, until 
the public business entrusted to my care in the county 
of Somerset rendered my absence unavoidable. 

It is needless for me to remind the honorable Legis- 
lature, that I did with great reluctance accept of the 
appointment of a delegate for this state in Congress. 
I was then sufficiently sensible that the trust was too 
important for my years and abiHties. I am now fully 
convinced that I should do injustice to my country did 
I not decline that service. 

In doing this, I am conscious to myself that I am 
actuated merely by motives for the pubHc good, well 
knowing that whatever may be my abilities, they will 
be useless to the state in the supreme council of the 
Nation, and that the other appointments with which 
the Legislature of New Jersey have been pleased to 
honor me in the county of Somerset, are more than 
sufficient to employ my whole attention. 

I might add some other circumstances which render 
my situation there peculiarly disagreeable, but I fear the 
evils which might arise from my opening myself on this 
subject, would more than counterbalance any good it 
it might probably answer. I trust, however, the repre- 
sentatives of New Jersey will not think it impertinent 
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in one who has faithfully endeavored to serve his 
country, to declare to them that the interests of America 
loudly call on them for extraordinary vigilance. 

I shaD say nothing respecting the amazing expense 
of attending Congress, and my inability to support it I 
am determined not to complain till the last ^rthing of 
my little property is spent in the service of my country; 
and then, perhaps, I shall have the consolation to see 
poverty esteemed as the characteristic of an honest 
man. 

I conclude with observing, I am particularly moved 
to wish for a release from the apponitment, as it has 
been hinted to me that my colleague Mr. Fell is ex- 
ceedingly uneasy that he is so often lefl alone to manage 
the weighty affairs of state, and that he has even ex- 
pressed himself with warmth and temper on the sub- 
ject ip his letters to the Legislature. I siiall only say 
I am ready at all times to give an account of my con- 
duct to those who appointed me. 

I trust the Legislature will take into consideration 
and gratify my request of being excused from the 
farther attendance at Congress. 

I am, sir, your most obedient and humble serv't, 
FREDK FRELINGHUYSEN. 
Hon'ble Caleb Camp, Speaker of the Assembly. 



Memorial of the Officers of the Jersey Brigade. 

To the Honorable the Council and General Assembly of the State 
of New Jersey. 

Gentlemen, — Our bemg now under marching orders 
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induces us to tkis oarMcond temonstraiice, occaskmed 
by your too long delay aad matteatron to as. 

We therefore with the greatest coucem and reluct- 
ance inform you, that unless we have an inunediate 
relief and the depreciation of currency made good, w# 
sh&U be under the necessity of leaving a service Wie 
would wish to continue in while we can be supported. 

Unless we do within three days receive the former of 
these demands, and full assurances of the latter being 
complied with as early as possible, we request officers 
may be immediately appointed in j^ace of 

Your most obed't, humble serv'ts. 

Elizabetj^town, 6th May, 1779. 

Jno. FormBaa, C^pt, AboL Ml&rtin, Lieat 

Giles Mead, do. Ephm. Whidock, do. 

Alex'r Mitchell, do. Ed Vd Burrows, do. 

P. V. Voothies, do. P. Lott, do. 

John Holmes, do. Silas , do. 

Aaron Ogden, do. Absalom Bonham,do. 

Jacob Piatt, Lient Asher Levy, Ensign. 

Wm. Piatt, do. Jno. , do. 

Cjms DeHart, do. Jno. Bkbop, do. 

Jna Howell, do. Jn. Snowden, Lient 
Wm. Barton, do. 



Memorial of Major Cummings and Cajpt. Anderson. 

To the Honorable, the Legislature of the State of New Jersey — 

Gentlebusn, — We bemg appomted by the officers of 
the Jersey brigade to make such representations to our 
Honorable House (respecting the depreciation of your 
pay,) as to US might appear expedient, beg leave to pre- 
sent the ft^owing : 
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Being fully sensible that by reason of the many and 
most important matters in which you must be necessa- 
rily employed, those of less consequence to the general 
good may in some degree be neglected and forgotten; 
we beg leave to remind honorable Body of the petition 
of the twenty-sixth of May, delivered by Colonel D'Hiart 
and Dr. Elmer in behalf of the officers and soldiers of 
the brigade, requesting that the certificates on account 
of the depreciation of our pay, might be more effectually 
secured by the mortgage of those estates that are al- 
ready or may hereafter be confiscated. 

Placing a firm reliance upon your entire willingness 
to pay ^every possible attention to the representations of 
your brigade, and confiding in your laudable endeavors 
to give them the most ample satisfaction in your power 
consistent with the public weal, we take the liberty to 
request in the most earnest manner, that we may be 
placed on an equal (or the same) footing with that of 
the troops belonging to the state of New York. ^ 

We were never yet made sensible either by general 
or particular instances of any superior merit in the offi- 
cers and soldiers of that state, to thos^ employed under 
you ; nor can we be induced to think that the legisla- 
ture of any state can be more desirous of encouraging 
merit, or more willing to render strict justice to their 
army than that of ours. Deeply impressed with these 
sentiments of your liberality and strict adherence to 
justice, we have ventured to trouble you with the fore- 
going representations, being convinced from cool and 
impartial reflection, that no sufficient objection can be 



Digitized by 



Google 



1779.] EXECUTIVE FROM 1776 TO 1786. 159 

offered against a request, which to us appears to be 
founded on the grand principle of equity and economy. 
For we conceive that the mode above alluded to, as 
having been established by the legislative authority of 
the State of New York, would be equally conducive to 
the interests of the state and that of the brigade, since 
it must consequently save to the former an annual inte- 
rest of as much as the certificates draw, more than the * 
rents arising firom the confiscated estates ; and will give 
to the latter the most ample satisfaction, by affording 
them an opportunity of realizing their notes, which 
must otherwise be exposed to the disadvantages of an 
equal invaHdity with the new emission. 

We are, gentlemen, with the greatest respect, your 
obedient servants, 

J. N. CUMMINGS, 

Major 1st R. Jersey. 

J. ANDERSON, 
A Capt in 1st Reg't, N. J. 



From Brigadier General Maxwell to General 
Washington. 

Elizabethtown, May 6th, 1779. 
Sir, — I am just informed by CoL Ogden that th6 
officers of the first regiment have delivered him a 
remonstrance to our Legislature with their commis- 
sions, informing them that if they have not some 
immediate redress with respect to their pay and support 
they will look on themselves as out of the service at the 
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expiratioB of three dajs. They will however ppt the 
regiment in the most proper order for marching, or take 
care of it till the state has reasonable time to supply 
other officers. This is a step they are extremely 
unwilling to take, but it is such as I make no doubt 
they will all take. Nothing but the necessity of their 
not being able to support themselves in time to come, 
and being loaded with debts the time past, could have 
induced them to resign at so critical a time, when theilr 
country so much wants their services. They be^ed the 
Colonel to make it known to those concerned that they 
had not taken this step through any design of cabal or 
disaffection, as they had not desired or wished an officer 
of any othor regiment to join them, that they would 
have come to this resolution long before now, but from 
their unwillingness to leave the service they so much 
respected, and that their former applications, with 
those lately made to their Legislature, they thought 
would have drawn their attention to their distresses. 
They say the clothier for this state has informd 
them that the assembly has given him orders to pur- 
chase to the value of j£150 worth of clothing for 
each officer, which they say will not do much more 
than get them a coat 

CoL Ogden is going off to the Assembly to lay the 
affair before them, and expects to be back in three days. 
I have in haste endeavored to convey the substance of 
what CoL Ogden informed me to your Excellency, and 
am, &c., WM. MAXWELL. 
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From General Washington to Brigadier-General 
Maxwell. 

Head-QuarterSy Middle-brook, May 1, 1779. 
Sir, — I have received your favor of yesterday, with 
infinite concern ; there is nothing which has happened in 
the coarse of the war, which has given me so much 
pain as the remonstrance you mention from the officers 
of the 1st Jersey Regiment I cannot but consider it 
as a hasty and imprudent step, which on more cool 
consideration they will themselves condemn. 

I am very sensible of the inconveniences under which 
the officers of the army labor, and hope they do me the 
justice to believe that my endeavors to procure them re- 
Uef are incessant There is however more difficulty in 
satisfying their wishes than perhaps they are aware. 
Our resources have been hitherto very limited ; the situa- 
tion of our money is no small embarrassment, for which, 
though there are remedies, they cannot be the work of 
a moment Government is not insensible of the merits 
and sacrifices oT the officers, nor, I am persuaded, un- 
willing to make a compensation, but it is a truth of 
which a little observation must convince us that it is 
very much straitened in the means. Great allowances 
ought to be made on this account for any delay and 
seeming backwardness which may appear. Some of 
the states indeed have done as generously as it is, at 
this juncture, in their power ; and if others have been 
, less expeditious, it ought to be ascribed to some peculiar 
cause, which a little time, aided by example, will remove. 
11 
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The patience and perseverance of the army have been, 
under every disadvantage, sach as to do them the high- 
est honor, both at home and abroad ; and have inspired 
me with an unlimited confidence in their virtae, which 
has consoled me amidst every perplexity and reverse of 
fbrtmie to which onr s^irs, ina straggle of this nature, 
were necessarily exposed. Now that we have made so 
great a progress to the attainment of the end we have 
in view, so that we cannot fail without a mostshameinl 
desertion of our own interests, anything like a change 
of conduct would imply a very unhaj^y change of 
principles, and a forgetfubess as well of what we owe 
to ourselves as to our country. Did I suppose it possi- 
ble this could be the case even in a single re^ment of 
the army, I should be mortified and chagrined beyond 
expression. I should feel it as a wound given to my 
own honor, vdiich I consider as embarked with that of 
the army at large. Bnt this I believe to be impossible. 
Any corps that was about to set an example of this 
kind, would wei^ well the consequences, and no officer 
of common discernment and sensibility would hazard 
them. If they should stand alone in it, independent of 
other consequences, what would be their feelings on 
reflecting that they had held themselves out to the 
world in a point of light inferior to the rest of the 
army ? Or if their example should be foHowed and 
become general, how would they console themsdves for 
having been foremost in bringing ruin and disgrace upon 
their country 1 They would remember that the army 
would share a double portion of the general infamy and 
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di$tre$s; and that the character ,of aa Aflaoncan officer 
would become as despicable as it is m>w glo^ous. 

I confess the appearances in the .present instance ai^e 
disagreeable, but I am convim:^ they ^em to me more 
than they really do. The Jersey oi&oers have mt 
been outdone by any others, in the qualities eil^ of 
citizens or soldiers ; and I am confident no part pf tb#m 
would seriously intend anything that would be a stain 
to their former reputation. The gentlemen cannot be 
in earnest, they have only reasoned wrong about the 
means of obtaining a good end, and on reconsideration 
I hope and flatter myself they will renounce what must 
appear improper. At the opening of a campaign, when 
under marching orders^ for an important service, their 
own honors, duty to the public and themselves, a regard 
to military propriety, will not suffer them to persist 
in a measure which would be a violation of them all. 
It will even wound their delicacy coolly to reflect that 
they have hazarded a step which has an air of dicta- 
ting terms to their country, by taking advantage of the 
necessity of the moment 

The declaration they have made to the states at so 
critical a time, that unless they obtain reUef in the short 
period of three days, they must be considered out of 
the service, has very much this aspect ; and the seem- 
ing relaxation of continuing till the state can have a 
reasonable time to provide other officers, will be thought 
only a superficial veil. ' 

I am now to request that you will convey my senti- 
ments to the gentlemen concerned, and endeavor to 
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make them sensible that they are in error. The ser- 
vice for which the regiment was intended will not 
admit of delay ; it must at all events march on Monday 
morning in the first place to the camp, and further 
directions will be given when it arrives. I am sure I 
shall not be mistaken in expecting a prompt and cheer- 
ful obedience. 

I am, &c. GO WASHINGTON. 



From the Captains and Subalterns of the 1st Regiment 
of New Jersey to General Washington. 

Elizabethtown, May 8, 1779. 
Sir, — General Maxwell has communicated to us the 
substance of a letter from your Excellency of yesterday. 
It has made us very unhappy that any act of ours 
should give your Excellency pain. But we trust when 
you are made acquainted with the circumstances that 
induced us to take these measures, that so far from cen- 
suring us you will approve our conduct. The reason 
that we have not heretofore made your Excellency 
acquainted with our peculiar hard circamstances were, 
that it would be giving you uneasiness without answer- 
ing any valuable end ; for we are truly sensible of the 
incessant pains your Excellency has taken for the benefit 
of your army. You are pleased to say that you cannot 
but consider the late step of the officers hasty and im- 
prudent. That it was not hasty we will readily prove, 
and whether imprudent, future events, in some measure. 
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most determine, though dire necessity with us admitted 
no alternative. 

It virili be proper to inform your Excellency that the 
officers of the Jersey Brigade have repeatedly and at 
almost every session of the Assembly, since January, 
1778, memorialized them upon the necessities of the 
troops, — and the reasonableness of their making them 
some compensation for their services , that the mem- 
bers of the legislature, individually, always assured the 
gentlemen who waited on them with the memorials, 
that something very generous should be done for the 
troops, but we have the misfortune to inform your 
Excellency that not a single resolve was ever entered 
on their Minutes in our favor until within two weeks. 
So long ago as last winter we informed the council of 
our determination to leave the service unless we were 
properly provided for ; and from them we again received 
assurances that provision should be made for us. At 
the beginning of the present session a resolution was 
sent into them signed by every o£Scer of the brigade, a 
copy of which we have enclosed, and so far were they 
from complying with the reasonable requisitions con- 
tained in it, that they have referred it to Congress. 
Thus are we circumstanced; we have lost all confi- 
dence in our legislature. Reason send experience forbid 
that we should have any. Few of us have private 
fortunes : many haye families who already are sufiering 
everything that can be received from an ungratefrd 
country. Are we then to submit to all the inconve- 
niences, fatigue, and dangers of a camp life, while our 



Digitized by 



Google 



166 CORIt£SI^OM)EBrCE of rttE NEIH^ JEHSEY [1779. 

wives and cbildfen are perishing for want of common 
necessaries at home ; and that without the most distant 
pttwpect 6F reward,' for our pay is now only nominal. 
We are sensibfe that your Excellency cannot wish or 
desire it from us. We are sorry you should imagine 
that we meant to disobey orders; it was and stiHis oui^ 
determinatiott w march with our regiment, and do the 
dttty of officers until the legislature diall hare a rt^- 
sonable time to appomt others, but no longer. 

We beg l6ave to assure your Excellency that Wer 
have the highest sense of your abilities and virtues ; 
that executing your orders has ever given us pleasure; 
that we love the service and we love our country; 
but when that country is so lost to virtue and justice as 
to forget to support its servants, it Aen becomes their 
duty to retire from the service. 

We are, &c., by order, 
JONATHAN FORMAN, 1st Capt 



FVom General Washingston to Brigadier General 
Maxwell. 

Head Quarters, Middle Brook, May lOtli, 1779. 
StR, — The short stay you made at head quarters 
and my attention being otherwise engrossed, prevented 
my entering upon the subject of the letter from the 
officers of the 1st Jersey regfanent, transmitted in yours 
of the Sth inst. I am sorry to find the gentlemen per- 
sist in the principles which dictated the step they have 
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takes, > aft the more the affair unfolds ilself the more 
reason I see to disapprove^ Bat in . the present view 
they have of the matter, and with their present feelings 
it iS' not probable any ney^ arguments that could be 
offered would have more influence than the former. 
While therefore the gentlemen continue in the execu* 
tion of their duty, as they declare themselves heartily 
disposed to do, I shall only regret that they have taken 
a step of which they must hereafter see the impropriety. 

There is one thing to which 1 cannot forbear calling 
your particular attention. I observed in the memorial 
of which the officers transmitted me a copy, that the 
gentlemen dwell among other things upon the insuffi- 
ciency of the soldiers' pay. This is a doctrine fall of 
dangerous consequences, and which ought not to be 
countenanced in any way whatever, neither is it well 
founded. 

The pay given in other armies is little more than 
nominal ; very low in the first instance, and subject to 
a variety of deductions which reduce it to nothing. 
This is the case with the British troops, though I 
believe they receive more than those of any of the 
European armies. The idea of maintaining the sol- 
diers' families at home at the public expense is peculiar 
to us ; and is incompatible with the finances of any 
govemment Our troops have been uniformly better 
fed than any others ; they ace at this time very well 
clad, and I hope will continue to be so. It is important 
that any misconception on this point should be rectified. 
I suppose every officer incapable of encouraging im- 
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proper expectations in his men ; but I most also hope 
that every exertion witl be made to suppress them. 
I am, &c., 

G^ WASHINGTON. 

From the Board of War to Governor Livingston and 
the Speaker of the Assembly. 

War Office, May 22d, 1779. 
Gentlemen, — Congress having directed us to give 
the information required by the representation to them 
from the honorable Council and Assembly of your state, 
we have the honor of communicating to you every 
thing on the subject our circumstances as the returns 
enable lis to inform. 

By the last return of General Maxwell's brigade 
there were in the 3 New Jersey regiments — 
Gen'l Maxwell's brigade, by return of April last — 
Sergeants, - - - - 71 
Drums and Fifes, - - - 50 
Rank and File, - - . 890 

1011 

Spencer's regiment, by the return of March last — 

Sei^eants, - . . . 8 

Drums and Fifes, - - - 6 

Rank and File, - - - 126 

140 

Forman's regiment, by the return of December last — 

Sergeants, - - - - 5 

Drum, 1 

Rank and File, - - - 62 

— 68 
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Sheldon's regiment— 

1 troop of horse, - - - 33 

Artillery, 1 company probably, - 30 

Invalids, - - - - 12 

— 76 

1294 
Wanting to complete three regiments, - 366 

1669 
Complement of non-commissioned officers 
and privates for 3 regiments of infantry, 
by establishment of May 27th, 1778, - 1669 
The present state of the 3 New Jersey regiments is 
as follows : 

Sergeants. Drums and Fifes. Rank and File. 



Ogden's — 
Shrieve's — 


21 
27 


20 
12 


283 
317 


Dayton's — 


23 


18 


290 


Total, 


71 


60 


890 


Wanting to 

Ogden's — 
Shrieve's — 


complete — 
Sergeants. 
8 
2 


Drums and Fifes. 

8 


Rank and File. 
221 
187 


Dayton's — 


6 


2 


214 



16 10 622 

The men enlisted in Count Pulaski's legion were 
engaged for one year only. Their time of service is 
nearly expired, and the men raised in Jersey, from an 



Digitized by 



Google 



170 CORRBSIfOmElICK OF T8E NBW^ UBWY [17704 

aversion to serving with foreigners, are. all dwaited. 
And if they were now in the corps, they would not be 
the objects of the r^solntion of Cengress^ oi the 15th 
of March last, as that operates only in^ cilses^ of men 
enlisted for three years, or during the war. We have 
supposed that all the men of Forman's and Spencer's 
regiments were enlisted in New Jersey, which can 
hardly be the^case, aar the numbers novr in ti^ese regi- 
ments are the remnants of those collected from the 
several states ; and these regiments having been 
recruited in the United States at large, though perhaps 
the greater part of one of them was raised in Jersey, 
it is scarcely probable that the Jersey men are the only 
survivors of the many who have been in the corps. 
Sheldon's troop and the artillery company have been 
only calculated upon conjecture, as we have not any, 
distinction made in the general return of the army 
between the men enlisted in the several states which 
belong to the corps in which this troop and company 
are n^w serving. So soon as we receive particular 
returns from the commander-in-chie^ we shall imne- 
diately transmit them agreeably to the direction of the 
resolution of the 15th March last But we have na 
hopes of being speedily enabled to do this,, as we do^ 
not suppose the General will make the return to oa 
until he has collected the necessary information from 
the whole army. We will beg leave to add that we 
have always understood that the greatest number of 
Forman's regiiment was raised in Maryland* 

We have, from a desire to state the matt» in ever^ 
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pttlM'of tieir, mad* die slbov^ c«l!ciilatioiMr tty skew the 
ififfifetif!^ beme^ the iraidbert' Jersey will have to 
raise in either cttsie; Btit the number test stated m 
wanting te complete the three^ regfanents i* in the* 
ofdirion of the board the defidency yonr state hay t^' 
sttpplyi AWh^mgh by th^^reBoltition of the 27th May 
Ikst the complement of ^ battalion was fixed by Gon^^ 
gtess' at 663, inchding noniC<«tt'd officei^, yet it w«^ 
not intended hereby to Ihnit the quotas' of the ataite^ 
entirely to the completion of their battalions^ to this 
establishment. Congress had in tthid' the arrtillety, 
horse and additional battalTons of infantry, which not 
being attached to any state were to be completed from 
the state:* at large. Lest these corps sbtmld be too* 
bnrthensome on the states, there Was^ oaty ^ redaction 
of the number of men in the battalion, but also of the 
number of battalions At first Jersey had four battal- 
ions, and the complement of each was 688, non-com'd 
officers and privates. She now is called upon to raise 
only three battafions, and* the establishment is only 663. 
The artillery, horse, &c., stand in the place of the 4th 
battalion, and' the extra numbers. It is the same tll^g 
in theodier states in like eirctimsfancesi and the o^Seew 
and men of the corps above mentioned were by tile' 
recommendation of the 16th of March put under the 
care of the states wherein they were respective raised^ 
on a persuasion that they ought to be considered a9 
part of the state quotas, though they were not part of 
the battalion complements, which they onght not to be, 
as by making deductions of them fi-om the numbers 
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which ought to be in the regiments, the corps will never 
be complete, but must decrease with the increase of the 
extra corps; which is not only detrimental to the service 
and disagreeable to the officers, but not agreeable, as we 
conceive, I have always understood, to the sense <^ 
Congress; who will be obliged, in our opinion, in case 
of deductions from the regimental complements on 
account of the extra corps, to^call on the states to raise 
a greater number of battalions. 

We have the honor to be, with the greatest respect, 
your very obed. servants, 

RICHARD PETERS, 
In behalf of the Board. 
His Excellency, Governor Livingston, Honorable 

Caleb Camp, Esq. 



From General Washington to Grovemor Livingston. 

Head Qaarters, Middle Brook, Jcme, 1779. 
Dear Sir, — General Green has informed me that he 
addressed your Excellency some time since upon the 
subject of wagons, and suggested that it would be 
necesi^ry, owing to the difficulties of procuring them 
in the ordinary way, for the legislature to authorize CoL 
M. Foreman to impress them in cases of exigency. I 
would take the liberty to add that it appears to me 
indispensably necessary for the several legislatures to 
give their earliest attention to this subject, and to adopt 
measures from which supplies of wagons may be 
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derived in times of emergency, and if this is not done, 
there is every reason to apprehend that the movements 
of the army will be frequently impeded and sometimes 
found impractible. We have already experienced great 
inconveniences on this head, and from the onhappy 
depreciation of our money they will most probably 
increase. I most heartily recommend the subject to 
your Excellenc/s consideration, and as you will readily 
perceive that the success and even security of an army 
in a variety of cases may depend upon the rapidity 
with which it may be able to move, I am persuaded it 
will have every proper countenance and support on your 
part 

The desultory kind of war which the enemy seem 
determined to pursue, is a further cogent reason for the 
legislatures interposing with their authority in the 
case. 

I have the honor to be, with sentiments of respect 
and regard, your Excellenc/s most obe't serv't, 

G« WASHINGTON. 
Hia Excellency, Governor Livingston. 



From General Washington to Governor Livingston. 

West Point, August tiie 26tfi, 1779. 
Sir, — In a letter which I had the honor of addressing 
to your Excellency on the 22d of May, I took the 
liberty to mention the inconveniences which had pre- 
vailed for want of system in the clothing department, 
and the necessity there was for an early appointment of 
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«ia|e or sub^clotbiers, agreeable to the ordwajace ,o«tab- 
b^bdd by Coqgreas by Hmr act of the .23d of March, 
with which I presumed yow ExeeUenoy had beeamade 
acqnaiiUed. I am now uxuler the necessity of troubling 
you with a farther address upon the sul^t of clothiag 
4taelf. 

From the best ioformation I have been able to 
obbain, both from returns ao^ particular inquiries, I fear 
thefe is but too much rc^ason to apprehend that unless 
the lespective states interpose with their exertions, our 
supplies of this essential article will be very deficient, 
and that the trpops may again experience on this 
account a part of those distresses which were so 
iMverely and injuriously £»lt in the past stages of the 
twar, and which a regard to the inter^ts of the ^tajtes 
«as well as to the dictates of humanity should prevent if 
it be practicable. I do not know exactly how it will 
turn out with respect to woolen clothing, I should hope 
tolerably well, but if the attontion of the state shall 
ever jgp to this, there will be little probability of our 
having an over supply. But the articles to which I 
would take the liberty to solicit your Excellency's more 
particular attention are blankets, shirts, shoes and hats, 
(more especially the two first) as our prospect of these 
is by no means pleasing, and such, indeed, as decides 
that the supply from the continental clothiers and agents 
will fall far short, or at least stand upon too critical and 
precarious a footing. The importance and advantsiges 
of good supplies of clothing are evident, and they have 
been most remarkably and happily demonstrated in the 
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faeaith of the troeps since tbey hare been pretty com- 
fortably provided for in this imstance. A cireumstance 
of all odier&the isest interestiag. 

While I am on the sabrjeot of clothing, I woaU also 
beg leave to add that the condition of the officeiss in 
^this reqieet, aj^eats to me to require the attention of 
fbeir stages, it is really, in many instances, painfoUy 
distresnng. The want of necessaries awl the moans 
of procaring diMi attheir present exorbitant prices, has 
compelled a great many officers of good refMHation and 
credit to resign tbeir commissi(»w. And if they are not 
rdieved, it mnst be the case with many others, as tbsy 
'Willilmve no alternative. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest respect, his 
Exeellency's most obed. serv-t, 

G^ WASHINGTON. 
Hfa Excettency, GoVr Livingston. 



From Governor Lwingston to the Hottse of Assembly. 

Trentoo, SeptemhvF d8d, 177a 
Gbntlbmbn, — The Privy Council have had no agen- 
cy refeitive to the state regiments, except in the fol- 
lowing instances : 

Ist. That of allottiag it to the counties of Bergen, 
Essex, Middlesex, and Monmoutii, in the following pro- 
portions, viz.: To Bergen 260 men; Essex Post 445 
men, and to Monmouth 300 men. 

2. That of directing the quota raised by the county 
of Sussex, to be stationed in that county. 
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3. Of appointing Lieut Col. Taylor, (after Colonel 
Neilson and Colonel Frelinghuysen had been succes- 
sively appointed, and had both reftised to accept the 
command,) as an assistant to Colonel Frelinghuysen, 
from the additional duties attending the post at Eliza- 
beth-Town, on account of the flags, and his being 
obliged to visit the other posts, as commandant of the 
whole regiment — which appointment was made from 
the critical exigency of affairs, and in confidence that ' 
the legislature would at their present sitting, provide for 
his pay, and allowance as a lieutenant-colonel, and if 
not, those officers were to be at liberty to retire, and 
which has eventually appeared to be a fortunate meas- 
ure, as Colonel Frelinghuysen has only by reason of 
his ill state of health, been able to take the command. 
That eight companies of the regiment are stationed in 
the counties of Essex and Middlesex, and seven of 
those companies in Essex, as mentioned in the repre- 
sentation of the honorable House, is neither in conse- 
quence of any order from the Governor, nor did it come 
to his kncwlege, till he received the said representation; 
and which, Jf true, and unless the said companies are 
deficient in their number of men, or particularly sickly, 
appears to him as unequal a distribution as it doth to 
the honorable House ; and for their satisfaction therein, 
he will]|either write to the commanding officer on the 
subject, or (if the house prefers that mode of inquiry,) 
will order him to attend at ^this place, for the further 
explanation of his conduct, which from Col. Taylor's 
known character for prudence and impartiaUty, the 
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(jovemor has reason to think will meet their approba- 
tion. In the mean time the Groyemor will be ready to 
provide copies of all his letters to the officers at the 
different posts, and their letters to him relative to the 
state regiments, to a committee of the House, whenever 
the Assembly shall think proper to appoint one for that 
purpose. 

WILL. LIVINGSTON. 

Privy Cooncil, Sept QTI, 1779, 
His Excellency, the Grovemor, having laid the repre* 
sentation of the Honorable House of Assembly, relative 
to the stationing the state regiments, before the Board. 
The Council advised his Excellency to answer, which 
he accordingly did ; and the Board do now agree to 
the above answers, as fiaur as respects themselves. 
By order of the Council, 

BOWES REED, Sec'y. 
Hon'ble House of Assembly. 



From Colonel Taylor to Chwemor Livingston. 

Nordi Branch of Raritan, Sept 25, 1779. 
Sir, — It was my intention to have inclosed a return 
of the number of officers who have joined the State 
Regiment from each county ; and also the deficiencies 
of each, but not having been able to get the reports of 
the several companies soon enough, owing to their 
separate stations, and the necessity of my attending the 
examination of the students of Queen's CoUege, I have 

12 
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oit it, together witii tb« state of the Ec^iiMiiW as soon 
M poisiUe. Ciu^osed is an accxmut of Doctor Winaiui, 
friio has fiiMifialLy atteiuied the troops, and aJso aa ao- 
C0imt of my own, for lodging, 4&c^ whkh his fixcellem^ 
tke QovMDor, and his faoAorable Privy C^mocil gai^ 
Col. Frelinghuysen and myself reason to believe sbonld 
be answered whea vre accepted the command of the 
regiment We have not been able to enlist any light- 
horsem^i upon the plan proposed by act of Assembly. 
There are ten horsemen at EJi^aiMthtown, raised from 
die infiutry m service at thid: place. Tbene ^ngbt 
CO be at least twelve at that pott, and tirelve wiore §t 
^ other (fiierent statkms. Wm havie one pieeo «f 
artillery, the men to wMtk it also taken Amb ik» m^r 
ketry stationed st that ^^ace. The seMMt wilt tMu be 
too far advanced for tents, or I dioald again make 
application for diem. The houses in which the troops 
are quartered, having been bmg made use ef for kid^ng 
soldiers, are become very dirty, and of consequence 
unhealthy. This doubtless is one reason that our men 
are so sickly, that not above one^third of them are ca- 
pable of doing d«ty. This part of the regiment have, 
and do still labor under many inconveniences, on 
aooount of no si^eient provision having been made 
fer the tick. In the fifst plaoe, no n^didne had been 
provided for them ; and in the next phce I fouod it 
impossible to prevail upon the neighboring sorgeon to 
attend diem, and m.ake nse of their own medicine 
which they had purdiased for private practice, bsiz^ 
fearful that their bills would not be paid. Many of the 
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4fMwr9 growjqg y^y sk^ I ^t bst p«f»»adpd Doctor 
Ww4<V3 «> ?At^nd them, m4 ^i^ypply tbuwi wjitb medioinf 
AS fajr as Jti^ ^hQuJd 4unk aeq^s^^^ by giy'i^ my woc4 
lliat bis atccouDts slipuld be paid, for wticb, a^ .eoclq^ed, 
J 3taiid ^|ii9werable. Tbe Doctor's in/^i|C^ is ffpw 
M|p«N4e4, and at pcesent there is jv) w^^gn to a4ffWr 
i«ter a4vice w inedicJiQe to the tr^oops, f^q <:^iMathiue ve^y 
sickly. 

Many of the men being rendered yery weak by 
severe sickness, I thought it iinpru4e9(t to k^ t;h^ 
in qnaite^ both on account of its not being possible 
to secure necessaries for them, and that attenda^i^ 
l^bich mov in their situ^^n requine ; and a)«o on ajc- 
4^unt oi our being exposed to the fiudd#n i^kvasion ^f 
j^ enemy, when many of the men would inevitably 
£3Jll a saorifioe. I then procured a house for ii hp^ilial 
at a considerable distance from the town which an- 
swered the purpose for some time, but sickness increas- 
ing rapidly, our hospital was found insufficient to co^^in 
one half of them. I then sent an officer to Springfield, 
WestlGield, and Connecticut Farms, and to every adja- 
cent place where I thought there was ^ probability of 
success, to endeavor to provide quarters for the sick, but 
all my attempts proved abortive. After finding it im- 
possible to secure the sick, to render their situation in 
any degree comfortable, I permitted them to return 
home until they should recover their health. I need 
not mention to your excellency the many disadvantages 
attending this step. I however feel satisfied, fi'om ^ 
consciousness of having discharged my duty to my 
country, and the regiment under my command. 
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Two or three boats are much wanted at Elizabeth- 
town as guard boats. They would be a great security 
to the Post and lessen the fatigue of the soldiers. A 
number of men have been sent into service from each 
county, who are not armed and accoutred as the act 
requires. Also many men and boys have been enlisted 
in the regiment, who are by no means fit for soldiers. 
We have stood in great want of a muster-master. 

His Excellency without doubt remembers that the 
Governor and his hcmorable Privy Council called upon 
Col. Frelinghuysen and myself to lake command of the 
state regiment, agreeably to our commissions, which we 
consented to do until the legislature should meet Col. 
Frelinghuysen has been prevented from joining the 
regiment in consequence of sickness, which still con- 
tinuing, has caused him to resign. His Excellency will 
also recollect that I informed him that I was pre- 
engaged by the trustees of Glueen's College, and that it 
was with great difficulty that I was able to leave the 
business of the College until this vacation. But rather 
than that Col. Frelinghuysen should not take the 
command of the regiment, which he would not accept 
of unless I went with him, I consented to go until the 
Assembly should meet His Excellency also informed 
me, that if Col. Frelinghuysen would agree to command 
the regiment without me that then he would have no 
objection to my resigning, being a supernumerary. The 
Colonel having resigned, that objection is removed, and 
the ^trustees of Glueen's College insisting upon my ftd- 
fiUing my engagements, I hope I shall be dischai^ed 
from the regiment as soon as possible. It is certain. 
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die business at Elizabeth-town is too much for one 
person to do. There onght to be two fixed officers 
at that Post, but I cannot be convinced of the necessity 
of a field officer being stationed at Newark ; — a cap- 
taints command is sufficient for that place. 

I should have done myself the honor of waiting upon 
your Excellency in person, but being seized with a 
severe fever last Monday night, which still continues, 
prevents my going to Trenton at present 

I shall be much obliged to your Excellency to lay 
this before the Assembly as soon as you shall think 
proper. 

I remain, with great respect, your very humble ser- 
vant, JOHN TAYLOR, 

1st Col. New Jersey State Regiment. 
His Excellency, Gov'r Livingston. 

Fra7n General Washington to Governor Livingston. 

Head Quarters, West Point, Sept 27th, 1779. 
Dear Sir, — Several concurring reports lead so 
strongly to a supposition that a French squadron may 
be approaching our coast, that I think we cannot with 
prppriety altogether neglect them. If this should take 
place it will be incumbent upon us to exert our utmost 
resources in a co-operation; and I shali be under a 
necessity of applying to the adjacent states for very 
considerable aids of men and supphes, particularly in 
the article of flour, of which our prospects are extremely 
limited, and unpromising. In the present uncertainty, 
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Wlthoiit ^nf ofihnal tfdviee of the ^ve^t, I Ha ncft thitt4 
we Aoidd be jtx^tifM m adSittg t e tm emhtrttisMieiiiSi 
hf t^HtAg dut « iMd;^ <]rf tefflMik b^foir«hMd : IrM I 
tlwWgfci 11 toy dtfty to give yoar Ei«ell6H<iy tbe? ptederit 
intimation, dtttt ybit rtfay have tlfe goddtte^ t^ prefcott- 
^rert siK* art attgett*ei!rts as wiB be best arfapi** to a 
prdtttpt aiid ^ectual cMnpftanee with the ap]^6eittiMi I 
ifafty have bccadott to ittake. The^, ai I observed, 
will reach to a Speedy aild kinph ^tip^ of dve* pfb^- 
Vidiobi^, ftUd ! ihify add tiie flteati^ ef ifaft^portktibn, 
it^ifch will ateo require particular atteMiott in ttti etner- 
gency of this kind. 

It tvlH be essential that the meii shotdd coihe 6ut 
properly equipped and b^ganized, that there may be iM 
delay bt trouble 6n thi^ head-^and that they should be 
obliged to serve for a terto of two at Ar^e ttoiltte afte* 
they join the army. 

Your Excellency will be sensible how much the 
honor and interest of these states must be concerned 
in a vigorous co-operation, should the event I have sup- 
posed happen, and 1 shall place the fullest confidence in 
that wisdom and energy which your Exceflency's tori- 
duct has afforded such freqtient and decisive proois. 

With the most perfect respect and esteem, I have the 
honor to be your Excellency's most obd't serv't, 

G^ WASHINGTON. 
Mis Excellency, Governor LiviNostoN. 
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jPWm JS11&4 £0A«y i0 the Speaks <^ the Miembly. 

titat,^ birfewith iMdid jou im eetwiate c^ Msdiy 
dliiig» fiow WAnted far the oBkem aod doMiefB of th« 
Jersey brigade, with the prieet amiMed to die sasiey as 
nearly as these times of liticeitakQr tvitt adndt <£ As 
I am now on my wsy 10 Phikdeli>hia, I mean to caU 
on the clothier-general imme<fia«ely, and proeare ikm 
him as many of the articles as possible. Sach as I 
dUinot get that way^ I intend pwchasiii^ as fto- as iny 
money will extend, which is £28,639* 6. 0. My whole 
attention at present^ I believe, ought to be paid to the 
clothing of the soldifrs only. I therefore intend at this 
time to engage the stockings, which I think can readily 
be doae, purchase Unen for one shirt eacKand set them 
a making fast as possible. The costs I have mm§ 
hope of receiving from the clothier-general, as I am 
Wtdl assured he has a great many on hand* The arti*^ 
cles for the officers, I informed you before^ cannot be 
obtained in Philadelphia or Baltimore, agreeably to 
ttieir returns, and as I wish to gratify them in eveiy 
thing that is reasonable, would propose going to Boston 
kn ifafem, upon the following conditions^ viz. to be 
found a horse, and have my expenses paid, aad alaothe 
expenses ^ one 6tk0r person to go with me, as you 
muM know it would hardy h€ possAito £bf me to take 
so large a sum of money alone, besides I should not 
choose to go alone with so ^considerable a ^charge, as 
near 30 thousand pounds. You can think of the pro- 
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posal till my return, and should it appear reasonable, 
and the house should agree to my going, I will under- 
take the journey. If not, I am content to provide for 
the officers here, as well as it can be done, although I 
believe my scheme would be a saving to the state of 
at least 10 thousand pcmnds. 

The following are the estimates — 
For the Soldiers. 
5250 yds. Linen, for Shirts. 1500, at 1406. per yd. 

1443 jMiir of Hose, 1208. '' 

350 *' Shoes, ISOs. '' 

726 yds. blue cloib to make coats, 400s. '' 

150 yds. scarlet facing, OOOs. '' 

400 yds. Osnaburgs, linings of sleeves, 80s. " 
300 yds. Shalloon, lining of coats, 140s. '' 



For the Officers. 

340 yds. broad cloth, SOs. per yd. 

250doz. doable gilt buttons, IBs. '' 
200 yds. linen for lining breeches, 6s. *' 

80 yds. buckram, lis. 5d. 
Sundry trimmings for 80 suits, 

80 pair shoes, lis. 5d. 

80 pair boots, 50s. 

80 hats, 70s. 

240 pair of hose, lis. 5d. 

820 pocket handkerchiefs, 70s. 




£70,228 

jS19,200 

2,840 

1,200 

900 

320 

900 

4,000 

5,600 

2,700 

2,240 



£40,960 
I am your ob't and hum'e ser't, 

ENOS KELSEY. 
Honl. Caleb Gaicp, Speaker of the House of Assembly* 
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From Ghvemor Clinton of New York to Chvemor 
Livingston. 

Kingstoiiy October 4th, 1779. 

Sir, — It being represented that persons belonging to 
this and the neighboring states have without any proper 
authority formed themsekes into parties, and plunder 
and commit other outrages upon the inhabitants of 
Long Island and other places within this state, in the 
power or possession of the enemy, the Senate and 
Assembly of this state on the 1st and 2d instant entered 
into concurrent resolutions on that subject, a copy of 
which I have now the honor of enclosing to you, and 
I am to inform your Excellency that agreeably thereto 
I have issued my proclamation. But you will readily 
perceive that the measures adopted by this state for 
preventing those mischievous practices will prove in- 
effectual unless they are seconded by the co-operation 
of the adjacent states whose subjects are equally con- 
cerned. I am therefore to request your Excellency 
that such measures may be taken in your state as may 
be deemed most effectual for preventing those abuses in 
ftiture. 

I hav6 only to add, that, exclusive of the distress 
which unfortunate individuals sustain by these practices, 
I am informed by the principal officers commanding 
near the lines, that their parties are thereby often 
endangered, and the public service essentially injured. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest respect, your 
Excellency's most obedient servant, 

GEO. CLINTON. 
His Excellency, Grovemor Livingston. 
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the far0g9u/kg. 

State of Sfeir York, in ABsembly, October Irt, 1T79. 

ft^olvcjd, if the hottOTdble the genate concnr herein, 
ftsrt Ws flxceHency, the Governor, be reqtietted fotch- 
"Mih to Issue his proclamation strictly forbidding aB* 
persons whomsoever to plunder the inhabitants of Long 
Island or of any other place in the potver or possession 
df the enemy v^itfain diis state, and also stricdy forbid^ 
^g aH persons, subjects of this state, to pfonder atty 
inhabitant or inhabitants of any other of tlte United 
States within the power or possession of the enetny, 
and thereby declaring that if any person shaU so offend 
against the law of nations and the rights of war, he, 
she, or they so offending shall be punished to the utmost 
rigor (st the law. And that his Excellency be also 
requested to write to the e^xecutive powers of the states 
(A Connecticut and New Jersey earnestly requesting 
them respectively to issue a similar proclamation, and 
tliat hfe Excellency request the several officers com- 
manding at or near the enemy's fines within diis state 
to take and secure all such offenders and cause them to 
be sent to the board of commissioners for detecting and 
defeating conspiracies in this state. 

Ordered that Mr. Lott and Mr. Coe carry a copy of 
the said resohition to the honorable the Senate for con* 
currence. 

In A^sraibly, October 9d, 1T70. 
A copy of a resohrtion of the honorable the Sentf* 
delivered by Mr. Floyd, was read, to wit : " That the 
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Betttte tohtmWkttM^ttotx^ in ti^it f^s(Attd6h^ tit 
yfesterdajr thart hid ExceBsiicy, the Oovdmor, h^ tff- 
Attested- to issitx6' hi^ pr^clamsition fat the jitirpfiMeS hr 
Aa« iresokrtfoii mcirtioiw*.'' Ofd^rtd thtft Mf. P. 
Bftncke* tod Mr. Pawfing ^ait 6ii hfe Excefleircfy, tfief 
Gitftwuof, with a e»J)y 6f thef rtsohitibtt of fliis Hcrt«6; 
«ird <rf tlte «ytfCttr«n(^ 6f th* bdttKiMfhte th^ Setttfte. 
A Wti* copy frott the mhiute*; 

JOHN KcKlBmm, Cfk. 



Fnm OmstaI Wdshingian to Otterrtdt LMngstOit. 

Head Quarters, West Point, October 4tii, 1779. 

Sift, — I h^i;^e the honof to ind()se your Exceftency 
th« copy of a resofation of Congress of the Sfith Sept 
ty which you wfll petceit'e they expect the arrival of 
hiff Excellency, Coimt l^Estaing; and that 1 am 
directed to pursae measures for co-operating with him, 
and to can upon the several states for such aid as shati 
appear to me necessary for this important purpose, tn 
COmpfiance With these directions, I have made an esti- 
mate of the force of miBtia which wiH be indispensable 
in conjunction with the continental troops ; and have 
apportioned this force to the neighboring states, accord- 
ing to the best judgment I am able to form of their 
respective curcumstances and abilities. The number 
1 have to request from the state of New Jersey is 2000. 

In framing this estimate I assure your ExceQency 2 
have fixed upon the smallest number which appeared to 
m6 adequate to the exigency on account of the scanti- 
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ness of our supplies ; and I think it my duty explicitly 
to declare, that the co-operation will altogether depend 
on a full compUance with these requisitions. If I am 
so happy as to obtain the whole number demanded, a 
decisive stroke may be attempted against New York 
with a reasonable prospect of success. If the supply 
£adls short, the disappointment will inevitably produce a 
fiadlure in the undertaking. In this case Congress and 
my country must excuse a want of enterprise and suc- 
cess of which the want of means will have been the 
unfortunate cause. K the honor and interests of the 
states suffer from thence, the blame must not be imputed 
to me. I have taken the liberty to dwell on these points 
to induce a persuasion that I have not exaggerated in 
any degree the number of men really necessary, lest 
a supposition of this kind and a regard to the case of 
the people should relax the exertiond of the state, and 
occasion a deficiency which would certainly be fatal to 
the views of Congress and to the expected co- 
operation. 

I am now to add to this request another equally 
essential, which is, that the most effectual and expedi- 
tious means be immediately adopted to have the men 
drawn out, properly equipped and embodied to serve for 
the term of three months from the time they join the 
army, unless the particular service on which they are 
drawn out should be sooner performed. I beg leave to 
recommend Pompton as a proper place for rendezvous. 
K the laws of the state now in existence, or the powers 
vested in your Excellency, are not competent to these 



Digitized by 



Google 



1779.] EXECUTIVE FROM 1776 TO 1786. 189 

objects, permit me to entreat that the legislature may be 
called together without loss of time, and that you will 
be pleased to employ your influence to procure laws for 
the purpose, framed on such principles as will procure 
an instant and certain execution. 

There are other objects which I beg leave at the 
same time to recommend to the most zealous and 
serious attention of the state. These are the making 
every exertion to j^romote the supplies of the army, in 
provisions, particularly in the article of flour, and to 
facilitate the transportation in general of necessaries for 
the use of the army. Our prospects with respect to 
flour are to the last degree embarrassing. We are 
already distressed, but when we come to increase the 
demand by so large an addition of numbers we may 
expect to be obliged to disband the troops for want of 
subsistence, unless the utmost care and energy of the 
different Legislatures are exerted. The difficulties 
daily experienced on the score of transportation justify 
the equal apprehensions on that account, without a 
similar attention to this part of the public service. 

These difficulties were sufficient to deter me from 
the plan I mean to pursue, was I not convinced that the 
magnitude of the object will call forth all the vigor of 
the states, and inspire the people with a disposition to 
second the plans of their governors, and give efficacy 
to the measure^ they adopt. I doubt not our resources 
will be found fully adequate to the undertaking, if they 
are properly exerted, and when I consider the deHcacy of 
the crisis, and the importance of the ob;ects to be 6b- 
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laiwd, I cwwot ^Qubt that tJw will Jtw ifce case. Op 
K»e side, the j^pitttatiom of our comuub^id of our warn, 
;3i^d w Uomediate xemwj^A of the war preeeot them- 
selves. On the other, disgracp and disa^poimmeiU, 
an accumulation of expenses, loss of credit with Wfx 
jdUes, ajftd with the world; loss of oonfidei»oe in .our- 
iSelves ; the e^Jw^usting of our majja^ine and reaouj:ces ; 
the precipitated decay of our currency • jand the con- 
tinuance of the war. Nojr will these evils he confined 
jtp ourselves ; our aUies must share in them, and suffer 
.the mprtification of having accomplished nothing to 
compensate for withdrawing their operations firom a 
quarter where they had right to expect succe^ and for 
exposing tjbeir own possessions to ^swwtrd in a fruitless 
^enj^itt to rescue ours. 

From the accounts received we are hourly to look 
for the appearance of the French squadron on the 
coast 

The emergency is pressing, and all our measures 
.sbctuld he attended with suitable expedition. 

Every moment is of infinite value. 

With the most perfect reliance on your Excellency's 
.eixectians and those of the state, and with the greatest 
respect and esteem, 

I have the honor to be your Excellency's most ob't 
and h'ble servant, 

G« WASHINGTON. 
His Excellency, Gt)v'r Livingston. 
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From Witliam H. Houston lot Governor Livingston. 

PJuWdrfiM^ OctoJber 5tii, 1779. 

SUL, — I am sorry that it has not been in my pow^ 
tp commanji as much tin^e as I should have wished to 
i^mpLoy io |;)ving a distinct account to the legislature of 
ih© most material occurjre.nc^s in the progress of busi- 
n&9» since I cam^ to Coiigress. It is certainly the duty 
iof j^ery p/^on la public trust to mak? those from 
whem he derives his appoiatmeat ac(|uainted with the 
xmnmsr in which he executes it, that they may be able 
Xq decide how jOur he fulfils or deceives their expecta- 
Jations, ajod to form at ^any time, a clear estimate of his 
^cJbaractar. Next to want of fidelity^ I look upon the 
joqglect of ^ving due information to his constituents, 
ikfi greatest jcrime in a public man. 

The principal intention of this is to point at a ques- 
tion which, from acdwiental curcumstance^, has ac^ired 
a magnitude and impoiiiance above what, simply con- 
^ejcod, it was .entitled to. A question which has ex- 
;Cited much inveteracy and ill-blood in Congress, and 
not a few speculations and suspicions abroad. I mean 
the recall or rather the super-session of Mr. Arthur Lee, 
Commissioner of the United States at the Court of 
Madrid. I have caiefidly read over the papers and 
attended to every feasible mean3 of jimbiased informa- 
tion relative to this question, and I think I have done^ 
it with a tenyper divested of prejudice. The result is 
this ; I take Mr. Arthur Lee to be a man of a jealous, 
suspecting, difficult disposition; trusty, capable and 
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indastrioos. Indefatigable above others in procnring 
and transmitting intelligence; accurate and frugal in 
expenses and money matters ; simple, severe, and repub- 
lican in bis manners, so much so, as to be thought by 
many sour and inimical. This I take to be his char- 
acter; and in many essentials I am not afraid to call 
him equal to any person Congress ever employed in a 
similar capacity in Europe. The story hawked about 
that his indiscretions prevented the Court of Spain 
from treating with him, I cannot think believed by 
those who propagate it, as that conduct in the Spanidi 
ministry is ascribable to different reasons which must 
strike every person at once who has the least know* 
ledge of the state of matters as they respected that 
power. But admitting he was the best qualified and 
most meritorious man on earth, is it not my duty to vote 
for removing him, when the funds of Congress, are 
absolutely wasted, and the public business not only 
retarded but stopped by unavailing altercations concern- 
ing an individual ? When a general offers up a forlorn 
hope to save an army, the alternative is dreadful ; but 
the principle is defensible and the practice of it often 
necessary. I confess that in a republic, where appro- 
bation, honor, and praise, more than money and emolu- 
ments, are the reward of faithful services, such things 
ought to be admitted with reluctance and caution ; yet 
still they may not be always avoidable. But further, 
should it turn out to be a fact, that France was doubt- 
ful of him, and that Spain hesitated, it mattered not 
how good a man he was, one every way inferior, if 
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free from such exception, would have been preferable for 
the purpose of treating. The real cause of delay being 
now removed, it is to be hoped the gentleman who 
succeeds Mr. Lee will be successful. As I would ever 
wish to be simply just, but at the same time to do what 
is best, all things considered, I have no other request 
than that this state of facts may be remembered another 
day, when tiiqpe will throw light upon what is now dark 
prejudice will be extinct, and the means of judging 
fairly will come within the reach of alL Into what 
course of conduct, or to what length of crimination, 
resentment may impel this unfortunate man, I am ex- 
cused from surmising. Whether, as many have done^ 
he will adhere to the part he has taken in spite of what 
he may think ill-treatment ; or whether, as many have 
also done, he will transfer himself to a situation where 
he will expect mcHre attention, does not belong imme- 
diately to the present decision ; at least, I have taken 
the Uberty to throw ic out of the balance. At all 
events I am happy this troublesome affair is ended, and 
I hope it will never rise up to disturb the counsels ot 
America more. Subjects of contention and animosity 
are retiring one after another, and unanimity reviving 
in Congress where it is so essentially necessary. Tri- 
fles have had their day, and too long a one it has been; 
matters of moment have a claim to this, and that it may 
not only be longer but perpetual, I am persuaded is the 
ardent wish of every honest man. 

Upon reviewing what I have written, a suspicion 
ocQiirs that the above representation may imply a re- 
13 
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flection on the conduct of some of my colleagues, which 
is far from my meaning, as it would be repugnant to 
justice. The time is not the same, other circumstances 
also disagree ; on the contrary, I must declare jthat I 
think their situation hard and undeserved. The whole 
train of the transaction I can trace minutely. To the 
quarter from whence the accusations have originated, 
the motives which inspired them and the instruments 
which have been employed for their circulation, I am 
not a stranger, nor am I surprised at anything thus frir. 
But that their fellow-citizens should entertain impres- 
sions unfavorable to those they onCe thought weH of 
and not call for an investigation of their conduct, or 
suspend their opinions till an explanation should be 
had, may perhaps be a matter of some discouragement 
If the gentlemen know what is alledged to their charge^ 
I am astonished they do not apply for an opportunity of 
justification. Certainly if I should ever be of import- 
ance enough to be found fault with, I should expect the 
liberty of explaining facts and motives ; after that it is 
the part of an honest man to submit in silence to the 
judgment of those who have a right to pass upon his 
conduct. 

. I enclose* sundry papers marked from number 1 to 5, 
which I have met with since I came to this place, and 
which I have copied for the sight of such gentlemen of 
the legislature as may think it worth their trouble to 
read them. They relate to a matter which was before 
the legislature at their last sitting previous to the pres- 
ent. One, if not more of them, is oi) the files of the 
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Assembly, They may be of ase on some future occa- 
sbn, but my principal object in copying them is to 
communicate the noUe and dignified sentiments of the 
commander* in-chief, and to give some idea of the diffi- 
culties he has to ^icounter. If ever any man deserved 
gratitude and ccmfidence he does, and the more espe- 
cially as his modesty will never aUow him to be sated 
with the former, nor his goodness of heart to abuse the 
latter. His letter marked No. 2, is an example in its 
kind. 

It is necessary that I give you the trouble communi- 
cating to the House the substance of this lengthened 
letter. I have no idea they will have patience to go 
over the whole. 

I am, with due respect, your obed't and h'mUe 
servant, 

WILLIAM H. HOUSTON. 



• Proceedings of the Legislature of New York. 

State of New York, in Aflaembly, Oct 23» 1779. 

A letter from th^ legislature of the state of New 
Jersey, dated the 29th September last, to the legislature 
of this state, proposing a general regulation and limita- 
tion of prices to be taken for every kind and article of 
labor, manufacture and trade, was read. 

Ordered, that the said letter be committed to a Com- 
mittee of the whole House, 

State of New York, in AsMtMy, Oct. 29, 1779. 
Mr. Gordon, from the Committee of the whole House, 
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to whom was coounitted the letter from the legislature 
of the state of New Jersey, of the 29th Sept last, to 
the le^latore of this state, proposing a general regula- 
tion of prices to be taken for every kind and article of 
Ubar^ inanalactare, and trade, reported that the said 
Committee had entered into certain resolutions, which 
bemg read, were agreed to by the House, and are as 
follows, (to wit :) 

Resolved, In case of concurrence by the honorable 
the Senate, that Mr. President and Mr. Speaker be di- 
rected to write to the delegates for this state in Congress 
transmitting to them a copy of the letter from the legis- 
lature of the state of New Jersey, of the 29th of Sept 
last, upon the subject of a regulation of prices, and 
CQ^es of the letter from the General Assembly of the 
state of Ma3sachusetts Bay, of the 20th Sept last, upon 
the same subject, and of the proceedings of the Senate 
and Assembly thereon, and in the name of the legisla- 
ture of this state, to instruct the said delegates earnestly 
to press, (either separately or in conjunction with the 
delegates of any other or others of the said United 
States,) Congress to pursue such measures as they shall 
in their wisdom judge proper for regulating the prices 
of produce, merchandize, and labor; and to assure 
Congress, that the legislature of this state will by every 
means in their power, carry into execution any other 
plan which the wisdom of Congress may devise for 
preventing the farther depreciation, and restoring the 
credit of the continental currency. 

Resolved, In case of such concurrence as aforesaid. 
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that his excellency, the Governor, and he is hereby 
requested, on receipt of any recommendation from 
Congress for the purpose of a regulation, immediately 
to conyene the legislature. 

Resolved, In case of such concurrence as aforesaid, 
that Mr. President and Mr. Speaker write to his Excel- 
lency, the President oi the Council, and the honorable 
the ^>eakpr of the House of Ajssembly of the State of 
New Jersey, acknowledging the receipt of their afi>8e- 
said letter, returning the congratulations therein con- 
tained, and inclosing them copies of these resolutions, 
and also copies of the said letter, from the General As- 
sembly of the state of Massachusetts Bay, and of the 
proceedings of the legislature thereon. 

Ordered, that Mr. Hardenburg and Mr. Othoudt 
carry a copy (^ the above resolutions to the Honorable 
the Senate. 

SState of New York, in AflsemUy, Oct 25, 177a 
' A copy of a resolution of the Honorable the Senat^y 
delivered by Mr. Russell, was read, and is in the words 
following, (to wit:) 

Resolved, That this Senate do agree with the Hon- 
orable the Assembly in the several resolutions entered 
into by that Honorable House in consequence of the 
letter from the legislature of the State of New Jersey* 
of the 29th September last. 

True copies, 

JOHN McKESSON, Clerk. 



Digitized by 



Google 



198 CORRESPONDENCE O^ THE NEW IBBfilEY [1779. 

From the Legislature of Nop York to the Governor 
and Assembly of New Jersey ^ transmitting the fore- 
going Proceedings. 

KingBton, Oetober 35, 1779. 

Gentlemen^ — We are directed by the legislature of 
this state, respectfiilly to acknowledge the receipt of, 
and return the congratulations contained in, yonr letter 
of the 29th of September last Not only the import- 
ance of the subject, but the attention due to the com- 
munication of a sister state, required that your letter 
should receive our most mature con^deration. It was 
accordingly in each House committed to a Committee 
of the Whole, and the result was an instrucSdon to our 
delegates earnestly to press Congress to recommend to 
the several states to pass laws regulating the price of 
produce, merchandize, and labor, and to assure Con- 
gress of the readiness of this state to comply with such 
recommendation ; and a request to the Governor imme- 
diately upon the receipt of such recommendation, to 
convene the legislature, as you will see from the en- 
closed copies of the resolutions which were passed on 
the occasion* 

During our present session we received a letter 
from the Greneral Assembly of the state of Massachu- 
setts Bay upon the same subject, a copy whereof 
we also do ourselves the iionor to transmit to you, 
together with copies of the proceedings of the Senate 
and Assembly thereon. 
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We are, gentlemen, with perfect esteem, your most 
ob't serv'ts^ 

By order of the Senate, 

PIBRRE VAN CORTLANDT, Pres't 
By order of the Assembly, 
EVERT BANCKER, Speaker. 
H» Excellency, Will. Livingston, Governor of the 
State of New Jersey, and the Hon* Caleb Camp, 
Speaker of the House of Assembly. 



From Isaac Collins to the Legislative Council. 

Trenton Printing Office, October 30tb, 1779. 

Gentleai^n, — The clerk of the Coancil delivered to 
me yesterday a resolution of your hon. House, dated 
Trenton Council chamber, October 29th, 1779, requi- 
ring me immediately to inform the Council who the 
author of the publication inserted in the New Jersey 
Gazette, No. 96, under the signature of " Cincinnatus" 
is, and at whose request the same was published. 

Were I to comply with the requisition contained in 
this resolution, without the permission of the author of 
the piece alluded to, I conceive I should betray the trust 
reposed in me, and be far from acting as a fjatithful 
guardian of the liberty of llie press. I may further 
say that I am entirely at a loss to conjecture upon what 
ground this requisition has been made ; for it is evident 
thi^ the piece in question does not contain the most 
distant disrespectful aUusion to your honorable body. 

For the above reasons, gentlemen, I find myself 
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under the disagreeable necessity of declining to comply 
with your orders. In any other case not incompatible 
with good conscience or the welfare of my country, I 
shall think myself happy in having it m my power to 
oblige you. 

I am, gentlemen, yours very respectfully, 

ISAAC COLLINS. 
To the hon. Legislative Council of the state of N. J. 

House of Assembly, October 29th, 1779. 

The House of Assembly having taken into conside- 
ration the message from Council of yesterday by Mr. 
Talman relative to a certain ''piece'' published in the 
New Jersey Gazette, No. 96, signed " Cincinnatus*' 

Resolved, That this House do not concur in the 
resolution therein contained. 

Ordered, that Mr. Smock and Mr Neilson do wait 
on the Council and acquaint them therewith. 

By order of the House, 

M. EWING, Jr., Clerk. 



From William H. Hotcston to Governor Livingston. 

Philadelphia, November 12th, 1779. 
Sir, — In my last I was under a misconception relative 
to the embargo law of the state of Pennsylvania. I 
find that by a transient attention to it I accidentally 
mistook for an act a bill printed in the Pennsylvania 
Packet for pnblic consideration, and which did not pass. 
The embargo now in operation here is not conditional 
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but absolute as onrs. It is my duty to notice the mis- 
take, lest it should be instrumental in giving impressions 
unfavorable and unjust. 

Every day brings me fresh uneasiness respecting the 
supply of the general treasury. The expectation of 
Count D'Estaing's visiiing our coasts in this quarter 
has created a flood of expense, and the means of de- 
fraying it are narrowing fast. If the taxes for the present 
year are not folly and punctually paid in, every thing 
but hope holds up discouraging prospects. All the states 
must see the necessity of exertion, and I dare believe 
New Jersey will not be behind the foremost. The 
close of this campaign is set down for the era of reform- 
ation in the per centage departments, to say no more, 
and especially if we are so fortunate as to carry 
through a limitation of prices. Afterwards, it is to be 
confided, expenditures will be much less. 

As to the payment of the taxes for 1780, 1 mentioned 
in my last that it was hardly to be imagined any 
monthly assessment or collection could be made in our 
state, though if it were practicable it has its advantages. 
It is rather to be supposed that the legislature will lay 
the amount in two or three payments, and collect the 
taxes for support of government along with one or all 
of them. I have before mentioned the case of two 
payments. If three are preferred, being one million 
twelve thousand five hundred pounds, each payment, 
they come, at equal intervals, the first of February, 
May and August. The legislature may also probably 
consider whether taxes are not more easily paid in the 
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spring than in the summer, and lay more at that season. 
There would also be another advantage in this policy, 
the money will probably be more wanted at the time 
these taxes are calculated to b^in than towards the 
middle or latter end of the year. 

There is one clear and di)vious principle on which 
all taxation ought to be rested, and if it could be laid 
as a ground-work, and extend through our tax laws, 
payment would not only be practicable but light and 
easy ; it is that every man be called upon to pay in 
exact proportion to his ability, all things considered. 
The practice of this principle, I confess, can never be 
obtained precisely, but it is a point of perfection to 
which laws may be directed, and to which they may 
continually more and more verge. The nearer an 
assessment approximates to this, the more just it is. 
Why is it not proper to estimate every part of the 
whole aggregate estate, be the kind of property what it 
may, according as it is of use and emolument to the 
owner or possessor, and all acquisitions currently arising 
from advantages and opportunities? This maxim is 
practiced upon in some of the states, and comprehended 
in the short description of taxing a man according to 
his iamily. The whde debt of the Union does not 
amount to one hundred dollars a head, and if set off 
on the scale of strict justice would not perhaps to the 
poor be more than the price of three or four days work 
on a taxable. Our state, it would seem, has always 
been in the custom of taxing lands too deeply, and 
there are many kinds of property and sources ^ 
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wealth and income which hare neverpaid any thing. 
I enclose for the perusal of such as are cnrious^ and 
have not seen it, the case of the sloop Active, which 
has produced a disjmte between Congress and the state 
of Pennsylvania. The nature of this caae will be 
plainly collected from the printed proceedings of the 
court of Admiralty before wliich it was tried. I men- 
don what further is necessary to give an adequate idea 
of the cause of difference. In the court of Admiralty 
the jury gave one fourth to the insurgents and three 
fourths to the libellant, and another cruiser in sight at 
the time of the capture. From the decision, which is 
said to be wholly on matter of fact, the insurgents 
appealed. The court of Appeals decreed the whole to 
them, and directed the Judge of Admiralty of the state 
of. Pennsylvania to see their sentence executed. The 
Judge refused, as the law by which the maritime court 
is established in that state allows an appeal on matters 
of law only, and does not permit the facts found by a 
jury to be re-examined. Much law ammunition has 
been spent on the occasion, and the difference is not 
yet adjusted. Certain it is that by the resolutions of 
Congress of 1775, an admiralty jurisdiction say, the 
facts shall be established by a jury. Lawyers say there 
is this distinction between trials by jury and trials 
by witnesses, that in the former case the facts found 
are not re-examined, in the latter they are. Our luw 
* (at erecting a court of Admiralty, allows an appeal in 
all cases whatsoever, but it must be acknowledged that 
an appeal on matter of fact from the verdict of a jury 
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has not a good sound. And yet juries are too often 
worse qualified to decide in maritime causes than any 
other. 

You have also a report of the commissioners ap- 
pointed by General Washington in April last to settle a 
course for the exchange of prisoners with the commis- 
sioners of General Clinton. It has been aheady pub- 
lished in newspapers. It is with pleasure I also send 
an extract from the general orders of the commander- 
in-chief of 29th July last The virtues of this amiable 
man as a citizen are no less conspicuous than his spirit 
and perseverance as a soldier* To-morrow will be 
published, by order of Congress, the news from the 
southward. You will hear it with concern. The 
raising of the seige of Savannah is not so much to be 
regretted in itself as the consequent exposure of a large 
extent of country, the inhabitants of which must una- 
voidably suffer before succour can arrive to them. Let 
us however remember what has so often happen'ed, that 
confidence is the road to disappointment, and where our 
prospects are least promising ft'om thence success often 
comes. Nesquim desperandum est de Republica. 
' I am, sir, with due regard, your obed't h'ble servant, 

WILLIAM H. HOUSTON. 



Frofti the Delegates in Congress to Governor Livingston. 

Philadelphia, November 22d, 1779. 
Sir, — Enclosed you have the result of the delibera- 
tions of Congress on the representation of the 7th 
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ultimo respecting a general limitation of prices. We 
beg leave to say that with attention to the interests of 
the union in general and the state in particular, and also 
to the convenience of the legislature, we have left no 
means untried to give success and dispatch to the 
business. The legislature, we flatter ourselves, will be 
disposed to overlook any defects in the plan recom- 
mended by Congress compared with the scope and 
tenor of their representation, when they reflect that 
different states as well as individuals, however they may 
coincide in the main substance of a measure, vary often 
in their ideas on particular parts, and also when they 
are informed that what we have now the pleasure to 
transmit has passed with a great degree of unanimity. 
For the sake of this and greater expedition, policy dic- 
tated to concede a little. From appeanuices we think 
ourselves justified to say that the measure recommended 
will in all probability be universally adopted throughout 
the union. The date of commencement is more distant 
ttian could have been wished, but when the remoteness 
of some of the states is considered, as also that many 
of the legislatures are not sitting, and that the limita- 
tions ought to take place at the same time every where^ 
it could not well be gainsay ed. Other arguments > also 
have been urged, tending to shew that this will give 
fuller efficacy to 'the measure, by giving people an 
opportunity to provide against losses and disappoint- 
ments to their essential prejudice. The ratio of prices 
to those current formerly, though by many thought too 
large, is set at a limit which we hope will produce an 
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BBBj tarn to the . tide of depreciation, and make a 
farther redaction in due time more nataral and prac- 
ticable. 

We have the honor to be, with all respect, yoar 
obed't h'ble servants, 

JNO. WITHERSPOON, 

NATH. SCUDDER, 

JOHN FELL, 

WILLIAM H. HOUSTON. 



From General Washington to Governor Livingston. 

Head Qaartera, M<nTistown Dec. dlst, 1779. 

Sir,— Notwithstanding the enemy have been for 
some time past making demonstrations of sending 
detachments from New York, they still continae there 
with their whole collected force. On oar part, we have 
lately been obliged to maintain a considerable body of 
troops to the soathward, and a part of those which 
remain are daily leaving as from the exfHratjon of their 
terms of service. 

These and m&ny other reasons that most occar to 
yoar Excellency will point oat the possibility that Sir 
Henry Clinton may be indaced shortly to andertake an 
operation in this state, and show the propriety of oar 
asing every precaation to defeat his attempts. The 
best way indeed to prevent his andertakihg any thing, 
is to be well prepared to receive him. On this principle 
I am to intreat that a plan may be concerted withoat 
loss of time to call oat the whole militia of the state in 
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the speediest manner, should the event I have mentioned 
take place. It will also be requisite that they should 
come provided each man v^ith ten days' or a fortnight's 
provisions, to be paid for by the public at the current 
value. 

The state of our magazines makes this indispensible, 
without which the men would be an incumberance 
rather than an assistance. 

As soon as the necessary arrangements are made, I 
shall be glad to be informed of them, that I may know 
what correspondent measures are to be taken on my 
part. 

Conventional signals to convey the alarm throughout 
die state must be one essential part of the plan, and 
places of rendezvous another. 

Your Excellency I am persuaded will see the neces- 
sity of the measure, which I have now the honor to 
propose, and will give it all the support in your power. 

1 have the honor to be, with perfect respect and 
esteem, your Excellency's most ob'tserv't, 

G« WASHINGTON. 
His Excellency, Crov'r Livingston. 



From General Washington to Crovemor Livingston. 

Head Quarters, Morristown, February 20th, 1780. 

Sir, — ^Your Excellency will have received, I make 

no doubt, a copy of an act of Congress of the 9th 

instant, asj^ertaining the quotas of non-commissioned 

officers and privates, to be furnished by the respective 
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States for the ensuing campaign, and directing all the 
men in any of the additional corps, the guards, artillery, 
and horse, and the regimented artificers in the depart- 
ments of the duarter-Master-General, and the Commis*- 
sary-General of military stores, as well as those of the 
battalions in the state lines, whose terms of service do 
not expire before the last of September next, to be 
counted as part of the quotas of the states to which 
they respectively belong. 

The quota of the state of New Jersey is fixed at 
1620, and I have now the honor to inclose your Excel- 
lency a special return of the non-commissioned officers 
and privates in the third battaUon, and of those belong- 
ing to her in Lamb's artillery, Spencer and Hay's regi- 
ments. Major Gibb's corps of guards, artillery, artifi- 
cers, designating in a particular manner, the proportion 
engaged for the war and by nnrnthly columns, the pe- 
riods when and in what proportion the services of the 
rest will expire. Your Excellency will observe by the 
act, that the men whose engagements expire before the 
last of September, as I have aheady taken the hberty 
to mention, are not to be counted as part of the 1620 
and therefore, according to the return inclosed, the 
deficiency to be raised is 547. There are however^ 
one or two corps besides these I have mentioned, not 
acting immediately with this part of the army, in which 
there may be some men belonging to this state, and I 
consider it as an unlucky circumstance, that I have not 
such return of them in my possession as will ascertain 
the point and the credit to which the state may be enti- 
tled in consequence! 
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Major Lee's corps is the one in which it is most 
likely that there are some men under his discipline, and 
I have written to him or the commanding officer of his 
corps» to famish your Excellency, without delay, with a 
particular state of them. If it should be the case, I 
also expect returns of one or two more oth^r corps ij^ 
the epfirse of a few days, when if there are any men 
in them belonging to the state, I shall take the earliest 
occasion to communicate it and their number. I have 
thought it more advisable to transmit the present return 
than to delay it till those of every little detached corps 
could be collected, as the wants of those, admitting there 
should be a few mw belonging to the state in sqme of 
(hem, can make no material di^erepce with respect to 
the deficiency to be levied : and as ;1^ postponing the 
business on that account would iiUteifere essentially with 
the vie^ws of Congress, and ind^ ^ntirej^ defeat them, 
as to tbeti^^e aa^gned for the returpits t^iag the field- 
At any r^te thjb mwt be foimd too ^bon fv ttioae «f 
thuse of the more r#m>te states, eppoqialfy whpffe th^ir 
l9g{8l#tn«e9 are to be convened. I would observe, 
bei^ I cpnQhwle, that thiB retncp hears the fullest .imm- 
}^ pf men uud^r ev^iy descrqiMiW that the state cm 
have in her three battalions, and tfaa other coips whioh 
it comprehends; and they would most probably he 
found, if an actual inspection could take j^ace, to fftll a 
good d^ abort of tbe coiwypil^iqent, as thme k always 
a matA^al difference be^een an arqiy on paper, and 
its real e^qient strength* 

A comparative view between the total of an army as 
14^ 
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borne upon every general return and the column of 
present fit for duty an<} the absentees that can be satis- 
&ctorily accounted for, demonstrates this beyond 
question. 

I have the honor to be widi the highest respect and 
esteem, your Excellency's most obed't serv't 

G^ WASHINGTON. 
His Excellency, Governor Livingston* 

From Chief Justice Symmes to Governor Livingston. 

Moniftown, Febniary 14tli, 178a 
Sir, — I beg leave to trouble your Excellency, and the 
honorable gentlemen of the legislative Council of the 
state^ with a subject which has^ for some time past 
given me much concern. 

A[^lication has been made to me, as a magistrate of 
the state of New Jersey, for a redress of wrongs by 
soldiers in the continental army, firom this and one other 
state, who say that they are aggrieved by being denied 
a discharge, after a term of three years, for which they 
had enlisted, had expired. And that they are obliged, 
with some aggravating circumstances, to continue 
yet in the service, which they consider as very discour- 
aging and oppressive. 

I would by no means, sir, be understood as insinua- 
ting anything to the prejudice of the gentlemen officers 
of the Jersey or any other line in the American army; 
no man can be more ready than I am to aUow them 
the merit which they are so justly entitled to from 
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every citizen of llie United States. But, sir, I must 
say, and am sorry* for ttie occa^on, that I befieve that 
there is some misunderstanding • between the officers 
and their men, which has unhappily worked itself into 
the camp, by one means or other. I believe this to be 
one, viz : as numbers of the privates now in the service 
were not enlisted by any one officer at this time belong- 
ing to the BneSy the officer (who enlisted the soldier) 
upon his resignation or dischai^e, has on oath turned 
over the soldier to the officer who succeeded him, as 
having enlisted during the war ; the present officer be- 
lieves it to be the case, and is now hardly persuaded 
that the fact is otherwise. 

I know not, sir, what to do in the affair, the matter 
is of the utmost delicacy; for me to interfere at all may 
be attended with some bad consequences. It would 
seem to call in question that superiority of the officer 
over the soldier which is vital in an army. To reject 
the complaint of the soldier altogether would be un- 
doubtedly a denial of that justice which is the right of 
every subject, viz., to be heard with respect to the 
merits of his cause, where the magistrate is allowed to 
have jurisdiction. I am warranted to say, sir, that so 
great is the discontent amongst some of the troops, 
arising from this source, that many have akeady de- 
serted, and others say publicly in the streets that they 
will go over to the enemy, if they are denied that 
justice which is their due. 

I beg leave only to add, that it is my full belief that 
the matter is by no means unworthy the attention of 
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your honorable House; but that it calls in an eminent 
manner for the speedy direction and inquiry of the 
legblature of the state. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your Excellency's most 
respectful and devoted humble servant, 

JOHN CLEVES SYMMES? 

His Excellency, Governor Livingston. 



From Abraham Clark to Caleb Camp, Speaker of the 

Assembly. 

Philadelphia, Febraary 7, 17W. 
iigiR, — The convention for regulating prices, have 
adjourned till April, and I fear the attten^pt will prove 
abortive. Virginia seems to hai^ back ; no members 
have attended from thence, and as 6ir as I can leain 
none have been ai]y[K>inted, and their legislature stands 
adjourned till May. I shudder at the prospect before 
OS; a v^orous war to prosecute, while our mo^ey, 
reducad almost to notliing, is still depreciatiug wiUi 
rapidity. Tiie current exchange here between bard 
moM^ ^nd p^per is from 45 to 50 lor one. In the 
vM/fl^t a paper dollar is estimated at present at one 
,peany, aoid will soon be less than a half-penny in all 
probability. 

'C^fli^eafi have now under con^d^atioin the appcor- 
timimentof sMpplies for the army, to be rehired of eaeh 
state the present year. Our quota at present stands ^t 
18,000 imadred weight of beef or pork, 10,000 barrels 
^f flonr, 3,758 bushek of sak, 3,500 t^os of hay, 30,000 
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iNHh^ of cwn, oats or htickwheat The estimate of 
pi^ioes is as foHows ; Flour 4^. cbHars per hundred ; 
summer fatted beef 5^ dollars per neat hundred ; fall 
fatted do. 6| dolkrs ; staU-fed, kiUed after January, 7| 
dollars; fresh pork, 7 dollars per neat hundred; salt 
pc«fk, 22 dollars per barrel, containing 200 lbs. ; salted 
beef 17| doHars per barrel, containing 240 lbs. ; Indian 
com f ddlar pr bushel; oats |; rye 1; buckwheat 
I dollar pr bushel; best crop hay, 15 dollars pr ton; 
ram 1| dolbrs per gallon ; salt 3 doUars pr bushel. 

For my part, I dislike the plan altogether, as pur- 
chases ought to be made where most convenient, having 
regard to the places where they are to be consumed, 
and the prices in the several states, which must depend 
upon the seasons in them ; but I am assured the plan is 
s^eeable to the wishes of our legislature, by whose 
opinion I shall always be governed. The salt, I fear, 
will be procured with difficulty in our state, but as the 
prices above are all estimated in specie, and that article 
set at 3 dollars, I dare not refuse it to our state, specially 
as other states wish for that article, and offer to take it 
from us in exchange for flour or other provisions at the 
estimated prices ; but as salt is much higher estimated 
than any other article, I think we may exchange pro- 
visions for it, to much greater advantage, by private 
contracts; or perhaps by promoting the manufactory of 
iron on public account, we may procure that article of 
sak in exchange for iron, and save our provisions. In 
case our legislature shall desire to be freed from procur- 
ing the salt, by taking upon them the supply of other 
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articles equivalent in value as estimated, by dgnifying 
their pleasure thereon, I am persuaded the matter can 
be effected. 

Thus far I had wrote before Congress took up the 
business of supplies this day. They had before gone 
through the quotas, and now took into consideration 
the prices as reported by the Committee, and have 
agreed to the price of flour as above mentioned; the 
next under consideration was the price of bee^ this is 
not finished, but will I believe pass agreeably to report, 
many of us would be willing to alter some articles, did 
we not see that it would derange all we had before 
done without any material advantage, so that the prices 
J have mentioned, though only as reported from a Com- 
mittee from each state, will, I believe, be agreed to. 
Should any material alteration take place so as to effect 
our state, we shall attempt a reconsideration of quotas. 

I am, with all due respects to the General Assembly^ 
your obedient and humble servant, 

ABRA. CLARK. 

Caleb Camp, Esq., Speaker. 



From Oeneral Washington to Governor Limngston. 

Head Qiuurten, MomstowD, February 26di, 1760. 
Dear Sir, — I was last night honored with your 
Excellency's letter of the 22d. I had on the 20th 
transmitted you as accurate a return as could then be 
obtained of the number of men serving in the three 
battalions of the state, and in the additional corps. I 
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have since received a return of Major Lee's corps 
dated the 20th December last, in which I find fifty non* 
commissioned officers and privates belonging to the 
state. That number is therefore to be deducted firom 
the deficiency struck in mj letter of the 20th. 

I have the honor to be, with the greatest esteem, 
your Excellency's most ob't serv't, 

G^ WASHINGTON. 
His Excellency, Governor Livingston. 

From Samuel Huntington^ President of Congress, to 
Governor Livingston. 

Philadelphia, March 20di, 1760. 

Sir, — Your Excellency vn\\ receive herewith en- 
closed an act of Congress of the 18th instant calling 
upon the several states to bring in the continental 
currency by monthly taxes or otherwise, as shall best 
suit their respective circumstances, in proportion to the 
quotas assigned to each state, by the resolution of the 
7th id October 1779, and making provision for other 
bills to be issued in Ueu thereof under the r^ulations 
and restrictions mentioned in the act 

This act is the result of much labor and deUberation> 
as the happiest expedient that could be adopted to 
extricate these states from the embarrassments of a 
fluctuating medium, and at the same time in some 
measure afford the necessary means for supporting the 
ensuing campaign. 

You will readily perceive the importance of this 
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measare and the indispensable necessity of unanimity 
in the states in confonning thereto. It is requested 
that there may be no delay in taking this act nitder 
consideration, and that the Assembly, if not sitting, 
may be convened as soon as possible for that purpose, 
and that the laws that may be enacted in pursuaQce 
thereof be transmitted to Congress without delay. 
The new bUls will be struck under the direction of the 
board of Treasury and sent to the several states in due 
proportion. You have also enclosed an act of Con- 
gress of this day recommending the revision of such 
laws as may have been passed making the continental 
billsT a tender in discharge of debts, &c. 

I have the honor to be, with every sentiment of 
esteem and respect, your Excellency's humble servant, 
SAM. HUNTINGTON, Pres. 
His Excellency, Governor Livingston. 



Fr&m William H. Houston to Governor Limngstaii. 

PhiUdelpbia, May 22d, 1780. 
Sir, — I have the honour to enclose for the use of the 
Legislature a Boston paper of the 8th inst. which I 
have this day received by post, containing the act of 
the legislature of the state of Massachusetts bay on the 
proceedings of the 18th Match last relative to finance. 
I think it my duty fo communicate every thing on this" 
subject which comes to my hands, as to me the matter 
appears of the most indispensable importance ; but 
shall not detain further upon it, having already explained 
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myself pretty fiifly. I only beg leave to observe that if 
I had not thought the interest of the state deepfy con- 
denied, I should not have been so explicit, especially 
since I have heard that a variety of sentiments prevails 
among those who are certainly capable of judging. 
This ha^ aroused my caution, but upon a careful review 
tff the whole subject, and examination of all I have 
read and heard, I must still venture to say that some- 
thing is necessary to be done, and that no expedient 
appears to me so promising and advisable, every cir- 
dmistance consid^^ed, as the one now in question. 
By communicating the several acts as I receive them, 
I do not expect that the Legislature will be so much 
influenced by example as assisted in framing a law on 
the subject. It may indeed be matter of encourage- 
ment that the measure is elsewhere adopted, but as one 
state cannot be injured by adopting it before another, 
but rather the contrary, there can be no objection to 
take early rank in this instance. 

I have heard it alledged diat these resolutions involve 
a breach of faith. Though no such thing appear to 
me, yet if by any construction it is inferred, it wiH 
probably operate to induce the Legislature to leave out 
tb^ comparison between specie and the present biUs, 
and retain only that between the latter and the new 
bins to be emitted. How far this will be an effectual 
provision 1 pretend not to determine, the consequences 
may be examined, and it is of the highest moment to 
weigh them. 
' Lest it should escape the recollection of the Legisla- 



Digitized by 



Google 



218 CORRESPONDENCE OF THE NEW JERSEY [1780* 

tore, I take the liberty to mention that the embargo act 
continued the 25th of December last in consequence of 
a recommendation of Congress of the 15th of the 
same month was limited to the first of April last The 
expected events of this campaign, the present state 
of provisions, the prospects of the coming crop, far 
firom being so favorable as could be wished, all conspire 
to urge the propriety of reviving and continuing that 
9Ct The matter was lately agitated in Congress, but 
as no instance of exportation was known, except from 
Delaware, and it was said the embargo was in force in 
the other states, a resolution was extended no further 
than Delaware. We did not mention New Jersey, 
because there was no doubt the Legislature on advert- 
ing to the circumstances above mentioned would take 
the necessary measures. 

The state of Pennsylvania has applied to Congress 
for direction with respect to the propriety of receiving 
the certificates given in the staff departments in the 
payment of taxes. As I see the highest probability the 
measure will be approved and recommended, I take the 
liberty to apprize the Legislature. I see no prospect o( 
any other answer to the address and representation o( 
the L5th of March last, and am of opinion that time 
need not be tost in waiting to hear from Congress. No 
means in the power of the delegates of the state have 
been omitted to obtain some other mode of discharging 
the debts due to the inhabitants, and avoiding the neces- 
sity of resorting to this expedient, but without effect 

The proceedings of Saturday last you have ere now 



Digitized by 



Google 



1780-] BXBCUTiYE PEOM 1776 TO 1786. 219 

leceived. I doabt not the President has suggested the 
propriety of secresy, for though these things are noising 
abroad, they are surmises without information. I speak 
particularly of the contents of the letter. The occa- 
sion is highly interesting, and the improvement of it 
may be attended with the most happy consequences. 

I have the honour to be your Excellency's most obe- 
dient and humble servant, 

WILLUM H. HOUSTON. 



From Oeneral Washington to Oovernor Livingston. 

Head Qnartera, Morristown, June 2d, 1780. 
Sir, — By the letter from the honorable the committee 
of Congress at Morristown, which this accompanies^ 
your Excellency will find that those gentlemen and 
myself after maturely considering the matter, deem it 
essential to the success of the measures in contempla- 
tion to be carried on against the enemy, to call on 
the states for certain aids of militia in addition to the 
requisitions for men already made; and that they 
should be at the places of rendezvous appointed by me,, 
by the 15th day of next month. : The aid requested in 
this instance of your state is founded on a principle of 
appointment common to all the states from New Hamp- 
shire to Maryland inclusive (the others on account of 
their distance and the operations in the southern quar- 
ter, not being now called on,) and is stated at nine 
hundred and forty five, rank and file. This number of 
militia, weU armed and equipped in every other reqiect 
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for the field in die best manner cireomstances wiH admit, 
inder proper officers, I widb to be at Morristown at the 
time mentioned by the committee, which appears to me 
a suitable place tor dieir rendezroas, in the first 
instance, and bom whence they will proceed on my 
orders as occasion may require. It will also be mate- 
rial, on account of disciplining and oi^amsing the men, 
as well as on account of pubHc economy, that they 
should be formed into fiiH regiments. If this is not 
done, it wiU render our arrangements extremely difficult 
and irregular, and will add, by greatly increasing the 
number of officers, very considerably to the public 
expense. I would beg leave to observe that I think the 
whole number of militia requested fi'om your state 
^ould be comprised in two regiments. 

This additional aid will not, I trust and earnestly 
entreat, impede in the smallest degree the fiBing up the 
regiments of the state by drafts to their fiill com[rfement 
as requested by the honorable the committee in their 
letters of the 25th ultimo. 

This is a point of such great importance, so abso- 
lutely essential to give the least prospect of success to 
our operations, and indeed on which they depend, that I 
could not forbear mentioning it. If the regiments are 
completed by drafts, it is possible our demand for miHtia 
may be a good deal diminished, but this must be gov- 
erned by events, and therefore for objects so very inter- 
esting, so important as those to which we at present 
look, we should provide whatever may be possibly 
requisite. 
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I liftve ihe honor to be, with ^at respeet nad 
esteem, your Excellency's Boost pbe't and him, serv't, 

G^ WASHINGTON. 
His Excellency, Oov'r Livinqbton« 



From Wiliiam H. Houston to Oowrnor Livmgsii&n. 

Philadelphia, Sunday June 4th, 1780, > 
12 o'clock at fiooQ. ) 

Sir, — ^A Mr. WilUam Finnic from WiUiaiiisbnrg, in 
Viiginia, is just arrived in town, and brings the follow- 
ftiB^ intelligence. That when he was at Baltimore, in 
Maryland, on his way to this place, a number of lettec^ 
came to sundry persons there, from Bichmond, the 
capitol of Viigmia, informing that Charlestown ci^ito* 
l«(ed on the 12th ultimo. The news is mentioned to 
come by an express from Governor Rutledge of SouA 
Carolina to Congress, who was ordered to call on bis 
foate and deliver dispatches to Govecnor N^sh of North 
CacoUna^ and Governor Je£6er80)i of Viiginia. Xhiijs 
si^poaed to be the reason he has not yet reached Fhito- 
delphia. No particulais are mentioned. The specula- 
tors, whose riders travel day and night sOn &qqh 
oooaMons, generally precede the publick expresses. 
By a letter of 31st ultimo from General WasbingtiHi, I 
find the capture is credited at bead qwrters. What to 
say against report ao confirmed I am at a k)<ss. TJie 
probability certainly is against ns. Nodung but official 
certainty remains to be e^ipected. If the event has 
taken place we may hourly expect this, as the express 
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cannot be far o€^ unless some extraordinary accident 
has befieJlen him. I do not like to believe bad news, 
bat we ought to be prepared for it 

The reflections which first pi^sent themselves are, 
that no greater stroke has befillett iis since the com- 
mencement of the war, and mae which has required 
more active, thorough exertionis to re^j^er aud repair it, 
than this will It is not said d«i #hat t^tms the garri- 
son capitulated, but in all likelihDod they cannot be 
more fisivorable than prisoners of war. Their service is 
lost to us, probably for the campaign. The finances 
evidently mending, will be thrown aback, and without 
a speedy execution of the system of 18th March, per- 
haps return to wilder disorder tlian ever. No subject 
whatever requires more attention, for money will be 
more necessary than ever. The efiect upon the army, 
as well as upon the people, will too probably be dispirit- 
ing, especially at first; but may be directly opposite, 
after a Uttle reflection, if the pubUck movements can 
all be made to draw together, and no chasm or derange- 
ment happen before their thoughts and views have time 
to collect and accommodate themselves to the exigency. 
Bold councils are the best in precarious times. I 
would submit to the legislature whether if this intelli- 
gence turns out fact, it would not be best to vest in the 
Oovernor and Privy Council, or a greater quorum if 
more proper, powers suited to the cast of the occa- 
sion. The capture of Gharlestown and the arrival 
of a French fleet, should it happen, both require it 
The utmost reach of the powers of the state will be 
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necessary in a model which can be speedy and effective 
in execution, either to provide against great evils or to 
attempt great objects. The legislature of Pennsylvania 
which adjonmed last Thursday, before this news ap- 
peared in any shape, considering the greatness of the 
crisis, empowered the Execntive to proclaim and estab- 
lish martial /aw in case of necessity daring the recess 
of the Assembly, for limited periods. The Assembly 
has adjourned to September next A special council 
composed of members of both Houses might be more 
agreeable to many, but I say nothing of the form, 
only have taken the liberty to say thus much concern- 
ing the thing itself. A correspondence between such 
body and the delegates in Congress for the state, might 
be of great use to the state, should the legislature be 
unanimous in adopting the measure so as to give it 
weight with the people at large. 

It also occurs that early and effectual attention ought 
to be paid to the state, and preparation of the militia. 
Great part of the enemy's troops will return to New 
York immediately on the reduction of Charlestown, 
though if they knew their true interest they would all 
* leave New York and go to the southward. In the 
event of their coming back, their disposition to mischief 
is too well known to believe that they wiH be pacific 
toward New Jersey. It is not a ht sought reflection 
that this disaster, though great, is not matter of des- 
pondence. Mortals see not futurities, and who can say 
that Heaven does not mean this to precede something 
more important to us than it is to the enemy. Things 
much more unexpected have happened. 
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The eneniy must commit tbcpia^lv^ on tbe ocaMi 
before they can aj^pear at Ne^ Yi>jk. Perhaps it 13 
best ; hisjtojry and experience say, that young nations a^ 
well as men, are less able than those of ripier s^e, to 
bear that prosperity wjhich is not dashe4 with sQme 
sharpness^of misfortune. , These things liiUil tbe end of 
God's government, where partial evil is f enejral good. 
W^ pity our suffering brethren, but no man de^au» 
of the r^publick. 

I am you^ ISxceltency's very obedient servant^ 

WILLUM H. HOUSTON. 



From William H. Houston to Governor Livingston. 

Sib, — You will receive enclosed two jresolutions of 
Congress which have doubtless already gone from the 
President in the ordinary cowrie of commuoication. 
But as paipers sometimes miscarry, thoi^bt it vpt amas 
to repeat ^em. That relative to d^erters will certainly 
be of momemt. shovild any French troops qr the troops 
of any aUied or co-pperating power, ever be landed W 
the American shores for the purpose of giving assistance, 
in the prosecution of the war. The laws relative to 
desertion will easily be extended to secure and return 
them. This is not ojaly the duty of an ally, bpt it is 

* our interest in many respects and no objection that I 
know of can be taken to it 

The other, relative to the defence of the bterior 

^frontiers against the incursions of the savages is im- 
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portant to as. I understood, when lately at Trenton, 
that there was a bill before the legislature for embodying 
a number of militia to protect the upper settlements. 
Tlmt no hesitation may hereafter be made relative to 
the allowance of continental pay and ra^ns it would 
be well to take the step New York has taken, and 
obtain the approbation and engagement of Congress 
or the ciommander-in-chief, — either will be sufficient 
Every one mast be convinced of the necessity of sup- 
porting the settlements over the mountain ; for if they 
are obliged to remove, double if not treble the number 
of men will be necessary to secure the country against 
impressions, and after all it will not be so effectually 
done in this as in the other mode. 

The post established in Ulster wiU be of advantage 
in the general protection, and the legislature will be able 
to determine in what degree we may be benefited by 
it In the resolutions of 4th April last is mentioned the 
body of men to which this of the 1st inst refers. 

I have the honor to be, with due regard, your Excel- 
lency's very obedient h'ble servant, 

WILLIAM H. HOUSTON. 



From Ph. Schuyler, Chairman^Sfc., to Ghv. Livingston. 

In Committee of Congrees, Moniftown, June 12th, 1760. 

Sir, — We have the honor to enclose you a copy of 

a lett^ addressed to us by the commander-in-chie£ 

The omtents will advise you to what an alurming crisis 

our affiurs are reduced. The General observes with 

13 
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great propriety that this committee ""need no arguments 
to evince the danger." Indeed we do not, our own 
observations have led to the fullest conviction that 
unless the force stated in our second letter of the 25th 
ultimo is drawn into the field with celerity equal to the 
urgency of the occasion, the period which is to end our 
liberty and commence the most disgraceful state of 
slavery which human nature has ever experienced, is 
not far distant But dark and gloomy as the prospect 
is, America has it in her power to dispel the cloud by 
those exertions of which she is abundantly capable, and 
to which it is her duty to rouse from every consideration 
frhich can afiect the human heart 

We are most indubitably possessed of the means 
wherewith to expel the enemy from every part of the 
continent, but it requires a display of that virtue widch 
distinguished the citizens of Rome when their state was, 
as ours now is, on the brink of ruin, and we trust 
Americans, impressed with a proper sense of the bless- 
ings of peace, liberty and independence, will follow the 
bright example, and evince to future ages what great 
minds are capable of when driven to the extremity of 
distress. 

We dare not suppose, sir, that efficient measures have 
not been adopted by your state to complete your battal- 
ions to the establbhment recommended in the letter 
above referred to. On the contrary, we believe that 
the men are raised or raising, but we have to conjure 
you to hasten them on to the army without a moment's 
delay. We intreat you likewise to give the most pointed 
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# 

direction to indace an unremitting attention to forward- 
ing the supplies alloted to your state, — to be furnished 
as spedfied in our letter of the 2d instant 

Had the enemy on Wednesday last pursued what we 
generally beUeved to be their object, our heavy cannon 
and stores would inevitably have fallen into their hands, 
as our miUtary force was incompetent to their protection, 
and the means of conveying them to places more distant 
for want of horses and carriages, out of our power. 

Since writing the above, a second letter from the 
General has been handed us, a copy whereof we enclose. 
Previous to our recommendation to complete the battal- 
ions to 504 rank and file, we had a conference with thi 
Greneral on the subject, in which the matter was thor- 
oughly canvassed and the necessity of the augmentation 
cle.arly evinced. — The reduction of Charlestown was 
then still problematical, we had even hopes that it would 
have been saved, and the Maryland and Delaware lines 
have returned to this army, which then, with the quota 
requested of the states, would have amounted to about 
25,000 men, the number which Congress had promised 
our illustrious ally should be brought into the field to 
co-operate with her troops. It is now believed that 
Charlestown is reduced, and the troops which defended 
it prisoners, consequently we shall certainly not have the 
Maryland and Delaware troops i hence those in this 
quarter will be less by nearly three thousand men than 
estimated, and we therefore most earnestly intreat that 
no reduction may be made from the numbers we have 
stated as necessary. 
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We are, with great respect and esteem, your Excel- 
lency's most ob't and h'ble servant, 

PH. SCHUYLER, 
Chairman of the Committee. 
His Excellency, Governor Livingston. 

From General Washington to a Committee of Congress, 
enclosed in the foregoing. 

Monistown, May »iStk, 1780. 

Gentlemen, — I have attentively considered the cir- 
cular letter to the different states which you did me the 
honor to communicate for my perusal, and I am happy 
to find that my ideas perfectly correspond with those of 
the committee. 

The view they have given of our situation is just, fiiU 
and expUcit The measures they have recommended 
are well adapted to the emergency, and of indispensable 
necessity. I very freely give it as my opinion that 
unless they are carried into execution in the fullest 
extent, and with the greatest decision and rapidity, it 
will be impossible for us to undertake the intended co- 
operation with any reasonable prospect of success. 

The consequences you have well delineated. The 
succour designed for our benefit will prove a serious 
misfortune, and instead of rescuing as firom the embar- 
rassments we experience, and from the dinger with 
which,we are threatened, will in all probability precipi- 
tate our ruin. Drained and weakened as we ahready 
are, the exertions we shall make, though they may be 
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too imperfect to secure success, will at any rate be sach 
as to leave ns in a state of relaxation and debility, from 
wbich it virill be diffioih if not impracticable to recover. 
Tbe coimtrj exhausted, the people disappomted, the 
consequence and reputation of those states in Europe, 
[impaired] our friends chagrined and discouraged, out 
enemies deriving new credit, new confidence, new re- 
sources — we have not, nor ought we to wish an aker^ 
native. The court of France has done so much for us 
that we must make a decisive effort on our part. Out 
situation demands itr— 'tis expected. We have die meand 
of success without some unforeseen accident, and it only 
remains to employ them. But the ccmjuncture requires 
aU our wisdom and all our energy. Such is the present 
state of this country that the utmost exertion of its 
resources, though equal, is not more than equal, to the 
oh^ct, and our measures must be so taken as to call 
them into immediate and foil effort. There is only one 
thing I should have been happy the committee hud 
thought proper to take upon a large scale. I mean the 
supply of men by draft Instead of completing the 
deficiencies of the quotas assigned by the resolution of 
Congress of the 9th of February test, it would in my 
apprehension be of the greatest importance that the 
respective states should fill their battalions to their com«- 
plenient of five hundred and four, rank and file. Con"- 
sidering the different possible dispositions of the enemy, 
and the d^erent possible operations on our part, we 
ought not to have less than twenty thousand continent^ 
efficient troops. The whole number of battalions finMH 
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New Hampshire to Pennsylvaiiia inclusiTe, if cmnplece, 
would not amount to this force. The total would be 
twenty three thousand one hundred and eighty four, 
rank and file, firom which the customary deductions 
l>eing made, there will not remain more than about 
eighteen thousand fit for the service of the fiekL To 
this may be added the remainder of the sixteen regi- 
ments, amounting to about one thousand. 

Unless the principal part of the force be composed 
of men regularly organized, and on the continuance of 
whose services we can rely, nothing decisive can be 
attempted. The militia are too precarious a depend- 
ence to justify such an attempt, when they form a 
material part of the plan. 

Militia cannot have the necessary habits nor the 
consistency, either for an assault or a seige. In em- 
ploying them essentially we should run a risk of being 
abandoned in the most critical moments. The expense 
and the consumption of provisions and stores (which 
we are bound by every motive to economise) will be 
very considerably increased. As we should not be 
able to keep the same t)ody in the field during the 
whole cmnpaign, we should a great part of the time 
have a double set of men to pay and feed, — those in 
actual service, those on the march to relieve them, or 
returning home when relieved. The operations of 
husbandry will suffer in proportion. The mode by a 
draft is, I am persuaded, the only efiicaciQus one to 
obtain them in time. Nor can the period you have 
appointed for bringing them into the field be delayed 
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without defeatmg the object I have little doubt that 
at any time, and much less at the present juncture, the 
powers of government exerted with confidence will be 
equal to the purpose of drafting. The hopes of the 
people, elevated by the prospects before them, will 
induce a cheerful compliance with this and with all the 
other measures of vigor which have been recommended 
and which the exigency requires. 

I have entire confidence that the respective legisla- 
tures will be fully impressed with the importance and 
delicacy of the present juncture, and will second the 
views of the committee by the most speedy and vigor- 
ous efforts. 

With every sentiment of respect and esteem, I have 
the honor to be, gentlemen, your most obed't and h'ble 
servant, 

G*' WASHINGTON. 
The hon'ble the Committee of Congress. 



From Samuel Huntington, President of Congress^ to 
Governor Livingston. 

Philadelphia^ Jine 15, 1780. 
DfiAa Sir, — Congress repeat their applications to 
your state. They would willingly hope that their 
former representations have not been ineffectual, and 
that the states are pursuing measures to enable our 
armies to take the field with a force superior to that of 
the enemy, and with such am[^ supplies of provisiim 
as will not only maintain them in ploity, but enable the 
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commander-in-chieC if necessary, on any extraonfinary 
occasioa to aTail himself of the aid of the militia, but 
upon these hopes Congress dare not rely. Every mo- 
ment presses. It is necessary they should have the 
most exfdicit assurances n6t only that their requiritioBs 
will be complied with, but thai sudi compliance will be 
as immediate as the public wants are ui^ent The 
letter from our committee at head-quarters to you, state 
those wants without exaggeration. They state some 
facts, and leave to your government to supply othen, 
which it would have been improper to commit to paper. 
The object of this address is to enforce thw requests; 
and to entreat you not to repose your safety upon the 
spirit and vigilance of others, while any means within 
your own power are left untried. The present occa- 
sion calls for the united force of America. It gives us 
great consolation that, notwithstanding the great diffi- 
culties in which we are involved, the resources of the 
states, if speedily applied, are sufficient to relieve us 
from them. Every state in the Union is bound by the 
strongest obligations to afford us their aid, and we trust 
that at this critical emergency, no present ease or con- 
venience of individuals will be put in competition with 
the lasting happiness of millions. That the rulers of 
states will not hesitate to exert their utmost^authori^, 
and that the people have too much understandiiig to 
refuse a temporary submission' to such vigorous exertions 
as are necessary to secure them from conttnued oppres- 
sion, and established tyraimy. 

A Common Council involves the power of direction, 
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Let not our measures be checked or oontroled by 
, na^igence, or partial views and interests of separate 
oommonities while they profess to be members of cmf 
body. Too long have the dearest interests of Ammca 
been sacrificed to present ease. Too many of ns have 
slept in false secority. Let as awake before the season 
for snccessfol exertion b passed. Jndge yon whether 
the loss of Charlestown, and the situation of your grand 
army do not call for every spirited effort. The objects 
which clakn your immediate attention are clearly 
pointed out by the Reqmsitions of Congress, and tl^ir 
committee at Head-quarters. Let them be comj^ed 
with. Enable us to co-operate vigorously with the 
fleets and army of our ally, and we may reasonably 
hope, through the blessing of Divine Providence, for a 
speedy and happy determination of a controversy which 
is to give freedom and independence to our country. 
By order of Congress, 

SAM. HUNTINGTON, President. 
His Excellency, Governor Livingston, 



From the Cofnmittee of Co-operation to Oovemor Liv- 
ingston. 

In Committee of Congress, ) 
Momatown, June 19th, 1780. S 

Sir,— We enclose you a copy of Creneral Washing- 
ton's letter to us of this day. 

We have in our former letters dwelt so forcibly on the 
several matters contained in the general's letter, that it is 
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unwelcome, almost nnnecessary, for ns to say anytfamg 
fliore oil them. Bat when we consider the season for 
operation wears fietst away: the small force we now 
have in the field, being still fed in a scanty and uncer- 
tain mnnner : the hoorly expectation of the fleet and 
army pf our ally on our coast, and that the commander- 
in-chie^ as well as ourselves, are as yet totally unin- 
formed what are to be our expectations, on the subject 
of our former letters : — be assured, sir, we feel an anx- 
iety congenial with his. You will therefore, we are 
persuaded, pardon us for being thus solicitous, when we 
again entreat you, in the modt earnest manner, to use 
every exertion in your power to engage your state, to a 
speedy and decisive compliance with our former requi- 
sition^ The two points we would wish to press most 
forcibly on yours and the minds of the legislature of 
your state are, the immediately iiMrwarding your quota 
jof troops necessary to complete your battalions in 
the continental army, and the supplies of provisions 
agreeable to the estimates inclosed you in our letters 
of the — instant At the same time we would not wish 
you to consider any part of our former requisitions as 
become in the least degree unnecessary ; on the con- 
trary, we are now strongly convinced that they are 
already as smaU as the important objects in view can 
possibly admit of. We may mention the two first as 
the most immediately and indispensably necessary. 
For reinforced as the enemy now are, by the return of 
their troops from the reduction (^ Gharlestown, we 
momently expect an attack will be made on our weak 
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and almost reastless army. Should this event happen 
whilst in this state, we seriously dread the result 

From the well known indefatigable attention of your 
state, to the welfare of the United States, we cannot 
entertain a doubt of its exertions at this interesting 
conjuncture; and we most earnestly entreat you, to 
give us the earliest information of the final determina- 
tions of your state on the subjects of this and our former 

letters. 

« 

We are, sir, with the highest respect, yr most ched\ 

servts, 

JNO. MATTHEWS, 
NATH. PEABODY. 

His Excellency, Governor Livingston. 



Frani General Washington to the Committee of Co- 
operation. 

Head-Quarters, Springfield, Jane 19tfa, 1780. 

Gentlemen, — I have received information which, 
thoogh not <^cial, I deem authentic, that some of the 
states have taken np the measure of augmenting their 
battalions by a draft on a less extensive footing, than 
was ^urged in your circular letter of the 25th of May. 
Though I wish to pay in every instance implicit def- 
erence to the determination of the respective states, I 
think it my duty, in the present crisis, once more to 
declare with freedom, that I conceive the measure of 
filling our battalions to their full complement, fundamen- 
tal to a fall co-operation upon a large scale. That 
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anything short of this, will infallibly compel us to con- 
fine ourselves to a mere defensive plan, except as to 
some little partial indecisive enterprises agsdnst remote 
points, and will of conrse disappoint the expectations of 
our allies, and protract the war. The force which has 
been stated as necessary is as smatt as can give us 
any {Hrospect of a decisive effort If it is not fhm- 
ished, we must renounce every hope of this kind. It 
remains with the states to realize the consequences, 

I have the honor to be, with the ^eatest respect and 
esteem, gendemen, your obed't ser't, 

G<> WASHINGTON. 
His Excellency, Governor Livingston. 



From QenertU Washington to the Committee of Co- 
operation. 

Head Qaartera, Springfield, Jane 20, 1780. 
Gentlemen, — From the vast importance of the 
things, I hoped I should have been informed before this 
of the measures which the several states meant to adopt 
in consequence of our late requisitions^ but as I have 
not, I am certain you are unadvised yourselves, and have 
onfy to lament with you the delay. This is a point of 
primary consequence. We are now arrived at the 
period when we may momently expect the fleet from 
France. For want of information it has been impossi-^ 
ble for me to digest a system of cooperation. I have 
no data ou which to proceed, and of course were the 
armament tb come, I should find myself in the most 
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delicate, embarrassing, and cruel sitaation. The French 
commanders, from the relation in which I stand, the 
instant they reach, oar coast will look to me for a plan 
of the measures to be pursued, and I ought, of right, to 
have one prepared. But I cannot even give them con- 
jectures. The interests of the states, the reputation of 
their councils, die justice and gratitude due our allies, 
a regard for my own character, all demand, that I 
should, without delay, be enabled to ascertain and 
inform them what we can or cannot undertake. Be- 
sides there is a point now to be determined, on which 
the success of all our friture operations may turn, which 
for want of knowing our prospects, I am altogether at 
a loss which course to pursue. 

To avoid involving the fleet and army of our allies^ 
in circumstances which, if not seconded by us, would 
expose them to material inconvenience and hazard — ^I 
shall be obliged to suspend a step, the delay of which 
may be fatal to our hopes; I therefore beg leave to 
suggest to the committee the indispensable necessity of 
writing again to the different states, urging them to 
give immediate and precise information of the measures 
they have taken, the success they have had, and the 
probable result of them. 

I have the honor to be with great respect and esteem 
gentlemen^ your most obe't ser't, 

G^ WASHINGTON- 
Hon. Committee of Co-operation. 
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From General Washington to the Committee of Co- 

operation. 

Head-qaarten, Roekawaj, Jane 90, 1780. 

Gentlemen, — The enemy are now in full force, 
bending their march towards Morristown, and by my 
last advices, had advanced beyond Springfield. They 
were vigorously opposed by oar advanced corps. Bat 
what coald the valor of a handfal do against so infinite 
^nperiority of nambers t The enemy can effect any 
particnlar object they may attempt Besides the army 
they can have no other in this state than oar stores. 
As we cannot defend them we mast endeavor to remove 
them. I am so entirely engaged in attention to oar 
miHtary operations, that I mast entreat yoa to write to 
the Execadve of Pennsylvania and Jersey pressing 
them to bring oat all the wagons they can to oar re- 
fief. An application has been already made to Pennsyl- 
vania for two hundred and fifty wagons, these oaght 
to be instantly fiimished. 

Bat we do not know what may be the nlrimate de- 
signs of the enemy ; all we know is that they are very 
strong, and that we are very weak. I b^ leave 
to recommend that the states may be again called upon 
to redouble their exertions to comply with the demands 
that have been already made upon them. It is essen- 
tial to our immediate safety^ to say nodiing of the ex- 
pected co-operation. If she means to be firee this is 
the moment for America to exert herself. 
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With every senument of esteem, I have the honor to 
be, gentlemen, yoar mast hlile serv't, 

G« WASHINGTON. 
Honl)le Committee of Congress. 

From the Committee of Co-operation to Choemar 
Livingston, enclosing the foregoing. 

In Committee of CongresB, Monistown, Jmie 38d, 1780. 

Sir, — ^Impressed with the necessity of giving yon 
the earliest information of every important occnrrence, 
we therefore inclose yon a copy of a letter from the 
commander-in-chief this moment received. 

From the accmnnlated distresses of cor army which 
we are daily spectators of; from the jeopardy we have 
twice seen them in, and from the fotal consequences 
that most have resohed from a defeat (which would 
inevitably have been the consequence, had the enemy 
at first, and still will be should they even now pursue 
their object.) We are constrained again to call on you 
in the most pressing manner, to forward your quota 
of men and supplies agreeably to our estimate of the 
2d instant, and prevent the total sacrifice of the few 
brave and intrepid spirits that at present compose our 
army, and avoid the indelible stain that must conse- 
quently be fixed on these states, should such an event 
take place. 

That part of the General's letter respecting the state 
of the stores here, is a matter of such pressing necessity 
that we conceive it to be our duty to give the eariiest 
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attenlion to it The situation of the magazines at this 
point is traly deplorable, the enemy are certainly posh- 
ing at them, and we are in no condition to move them 
for want of teams ; if they do not effect their purpose 
at this time it is evident they mean to persist until the 
situation of our affairs renders it necessary, for the 
remains of our army to move from hence, when there 
will be no impediment to the execution of their plan. 
We therefore hope, sir, you will enable the o£Scers of 
the departments to improve this interval so as to effect 
dieir removal to a {dace of greater safety by having the 
teams which are requested of your state immediately 
sent forward. 

We have the honor to be your Excellency's most 
ob't and h'ble serv'ts, 

JNO. MATTHEWS, 
NATH. PEABODY. 



Fr^m the President of Congress to Governor 
Livingston. 

ndladdpUa, Jme 2Mii, ITSD. 
. SiR,-^The urgent necessity of drawing into the 
public treasury the ten miUions of dollars mentictaed in 
the act of the 19th May was so fiiUy pointed out, that 
Congress exceedingly regret the failure of this neces- 
sary supply ; the conjuncture is already arrived when 
it is become essential not only to the operations of this 
oanq^aign, but to the very existence of the army. 
Congress therefore can no longer delay reiterating 
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the most importanate solicitations that the proportions 
of each of the states be forwarded immediately. For 
this purpose they have dispatched a special messenger, 
and they trust he will not meet with disappointment 
A forther sum most also be speedily had or it will be 
impossible for the operations to proceed. Congress 
have therefore drawn on those states for the remaindef 
of their quotas to the first of March last inclusive, and 
it is their duty to conjure the several states, if they 
should still be unprepared, that they will at all events 
transmit their arrears to the period last mentioned to 
the continental treasury \iiithin thirty days firom the 
date of the warrants. 

The monthly estimates of money heretofore made 
were but barely sufficient at that time; their value has 
since greatly diminished, and the payment has been 
delayed long after it became due. These circumstances 
have afaready involved our afiairs in much perplexity 
and driven to expedients which nothing but the last 
necessity could justify. Permanency and arrangement 
m the public finances must at every hazard be intro- 
duced and supported. 

In this view Congress do again with the most earnest 
solicitude press on the several states the necessi^ of 
vigorous and decisive measures for carrying into full and 
immediate execution their resolutions of the 18th March 
last : — ^the doing which, at the same time that it places 
public credit on the surest basis, will in the course .of 
the year give all the relief that could possibly result 
from a further emission equal to the whole diat is now 

16 
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in circulation. These resolutions Congress are per- 
suaded are every day better understood, and that upon 
giving them their full effect very much depends the 
final establishment of our liberties. 

It is unnecessary that Congress should surest to the 
several states the expediency of providing by loans 
against any deficiency they may have reason to appre^ 
hend firom their taxes. 

The blank bills for the several states will be for- 
warded as fast as the acts of their Assemblies providing 
iunds for them are transmitted to Congress. 

By order of Congress, 

SAM. HUNTINGTON. Presid't. 
His Excellency, Governor Lfvinoston. 

From General Washington to Governor Livingston^ 

Head Qoaiien, RamapMi^, June aOdi, 1780. 
Sir, — As the levies required of the states for filling 
their battalions have not yet joined the army, or the 
French fleet arrived, I beg leave to inform you that it 
will be unnecessary for the militia which the honorable 
the committee of Congress were pleased to call for on 
a late occasion to be at the place appointed for their 
rendezvous before the 25th next month. By this time 
I would willingly hope that things will be in such a 
train as to enable us to commence our operations and 
to make their aid essential The present crisb is by 
&r the most important and delicate that this country 
has ever experienced, and it pains me in the extreme 
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that we are so backward in all our measores. I hope 
a moment will not be lost in poshing on the levies to 
fill the battalions. Oar allies would be chagrined were 
they to arrive to-day, to find that we have bat a handfiil 
of men in the field, and woald dmibt, it is more than 
probable, whether we had serious intentions to prose- 
cute measures with vigor. If we do not avail ourselves 
of their succour by the most decisive and enel-getic 
steps on our part, the aid they so generously bring may 
prove our ruin, and at best it will be in such case among 
the most unfortunate, next to that of absolute ruin, that 
could have befallen us. I think it my duty, as often as 
I have the honor of addressing the states, to forewarn 
them that the completion of their battafions to their fiill 
complement of five hundred and four, rank and file, is 
a measitte of indispensable necessity to the intended 
co-operation, and that without it we cannot even 
attempt any thing decisive. 

I have the honor to be, with the greatest respect and 
esteem, your Excellency's most ob't and h'ble servant, 

G^ WASHINGTON. 
His Excellency, Governor Livingston. 



From the Secretary of the Board of War to the 
Governor. 

War Office, July 7th, 1780. 
Sir, — The board have the honor to inform you that 
there are two able fortified four-pounders at Carlisle be- 
longing to your state, — ^which were removed thither in 
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the campaign of 1777} when* the ^enemj invaded Feon^ 
sylyama^<i-«ow ready loi be dehvered to yonr Exodlea- 
cy's order. 

The canriages belonging to these pieces are not in 
very good order, tho«^ quite sufficient for their trans- ^ 
portation to the Jerseys. 

I have the honor to be, with high respect, your 
ExceHency's most obedient servant. 
By order, 

ben: stoddert, secy 

His Excellency, Governor Livingston. 

From the CommUte of. Co-operation to Governor 
Livingston. 

In Committee of Congress, Camp Tappan, August 16A, 1780. 
Sir, — Inclosed you will receive copy of a letter of 
the L5th instant from the Commissary General. Cir- 
cumstanced as our army at present is, the information 
contained in the letter becomes truly alarming. It 
requires the utmost attention of the officers, together 
with all the necessaries and even comforts of Ufe, to 
render the service acceptable to recruits, and as the 
greater part of the army at present consist of that class 
of men, if the time^ should unhappily arrive when we 
will be reduced to the necessity of putting them on 
half allowance of provisions, or probably have none to 
give them, the conseqaence most be that those men, 
unaccustomed to endnre this species of distress, asd 
not brought to that state of discipline which caa give 
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thek officers that control over them they have acqairad 
over the old soldiers, must revok at the id^ of tamdy 
submitdiig to a service when, divested as they are of 
eveiy oiker privilege the soldiers of all anmes atse 
entkied to and are fomi^ied with, they cannot receive 
even the means of subsistence. If reduced to the 
extremity I have just mentioned, and an irreconcilable 
disg^ should once take place among these men, aad 
desertions (or perhaps something worse) begun, the 
infection will beyond a ^ubt pervade the whole army. 
For it is not to be expected that the few old soldiers 
now remaining will be disposed to go on, enduring the 
calamities they have so often experienced, when they 
find others equally bound with themselves, and who 
have as yet had none of those difficulties to encounUr, 
manifesting so refractory a spirit at what they will 
conceive to be triffing, compared wi& their own offer- 
ings. Should such an event take place, the train of 
ruinous consequences that will inevitably ensue, must 
at once strike you so obviously as to render unneces- 
sary my entering mto a detail of them. We do there- 
fore earnestly request of you, sir, that the officers of 
your state appointed to procure and forward the supplies 
may be called on in the most urgent manner to give 
their utmost attention to the important business of 
keeping the army regubudy supplied with your quota of 
the articles that have been assigned to your state* As 
you must plainly perceive^ what embarrassments the 
lent femisrion on the part of^ the states or any of them 
must throw us into. For it nrast be remend[>ered that 
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the monthly supplies are no more than what is barely 
necessary for the consumption of the army in the time. 

It is true that the army does not at present amoont to 
the numbers on which the estimate was miie, but as 
the men are daily coming we are to suppose that the 
complement of men will be made up by the end of the 
month. But at all events it is incumbent on us to be 
provided to answer the largest demands that can be 
made on us. 

It is not only the immediate supply of the army that 
the committee would wish to call your attention, but 
likewise the necessity there is of the * * * * * 
* * * the supplies agreeably to the requisitions that 
have been heretofore made to prevent future alarms of 
diis nature, and our giving you further trouble on the 
subject. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest respect, your 
Excellency's most obedient servant, 
On behalf of the Committee, 

JNO. MATTHEWS, 
His Excellency, Governor Livingston. 

From Chneral Washington to Oowmor Livingston. 

Head-quarters, Orange-town, Aagost 17, 1780. 

Dear Sir, — I have your Exeeliency's favor of the 
4th instant. As soon as I found that Sir Henry Clin- 
ton's return from the eastward had frustrated the enter- 
prize which I had in contemplation, I directed Colonel 
Seely to return again to Morristown with the militia. 
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and write to the commanding officer of the state de- 
tachment in Monmouth, to remain there. By a return 
from Colonel Seely, of the 10th instant, his numbers 
only amounted to 443 ; and by a return of the same 
date from the commanding officer of the Jersey brigade 
only 159 recruits had then joined, and I hear of none 
since. These deficiencies in the last are so great and 
operate so seriously upon our plans, that I am obliged to 
represent to your Excellency the absolute necessity of 
calling upon the proper officers, in the respective coun- 
ties, to know how far they have succeeded in procuring 
the quotas allotted to them ; how many men they had 
sent forward, and whether they have any or what 
prospects of obtaining the remainder. I advert more 
particularly to the levies for the cpntinental battalions. 
Your Excellency must be sensible that, unless the 
number of men demanded by the Committee of Co-op- 
eration in conjunction with me can be brought into the 
field, any attempt against the enemy in New York must 
be fruitless, and attended not only with disgrace but 
with an immense accumulation of unnecessary expense. 
Our calculations were founded upon a pretty exact 
knowledge of the strength of the garrison, and I do 
assure you our requisitions were as moderate as circum- 
stances would possibly admit Should our continental 
battaUons remain incompleted, the consequence will be 
that we must either totally abandon an enterprize upon 
which the hopes of the states and the expectations of 
our allies are fixed, or we must make up our deficiency 
by an increased demand of the militia. How distres- 
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sipg this will be to the people, how incompetent to the 
end, and how destractive to the slender magazines of 
every kind, your Excellency can as well conceive as I 
can describe. 

I am persuaded I need not make use of further argu* 
ments to induce an exertion to collect and send forward 
all the men actually raised under the late law, and if 
that should be found incompetent to the end of oUiging 
those counties which are still deficient to provide thek 
quotas to fall without loss of time upon some more eSh 
cient measures for that purpose. 

I have just received advice from Newport that the 
greater part of a fleet of [victualing ships?] from England 
to Cluebec, had been taken by the Eastern cruizers. 
Sixteen of the prizes had arrived in the different parts. 

I have the honor to be with the greatest respect and 
regard, yr Excellency's most ob't serv't, 

GO WASHINGTON. 
His Excellency, Gov'r Livingston. 

F. S. Six levies only have joined since the return of 
the 10th. 

I have appointed the 1st September for the trial of 
Moody at this place. If your Excellency knows of any 
material evidences agamst him, be pleased to direct 
them to attend. 

From the Committee of Co-operation to Governor 
Livingston. 

Camp Ti^pan, Angiut 19, 1780. 
Sir, — When America stood alone against one of the 
most powerfril nations of the earth, the spirit of liberty 
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seemed to animate her sons to the noblest exertions, 
and each man cheerfully contributed his aid in support 
of her dearest rights. When the hand of tyranny 
seemed to bear its greatest weight on the devoted 
country, theur virtue and perseverance appeared most 
cQ&spicuous and rose superior to every difficulty. If 
then such patriotism manifested itself throughout all 
ranks and orders of men among us, shall it be said at 
this day, this early day of our enfranchisement and in- 
dependence, that America has grown tired of being fr^e. 
Let us, sir, but for a moment take a retrospective 
view of our then situation and compare it with the 
present, and draw such deductions from the premises, 
as every reasonable manor set of men ought to do. In 
the eariy stage of this glorious revolution we stood 
alone ; we had neither army, military stores^ money, or 
in short any of those means which were requisite td 
authorize assistance. The undertaking was pl^sioajly 
against us, but Americans abhorred the very idea of 
slavery ; therefore, reposing the righteousness of their 
cause in the hands of the Supreme DiqH>ser of all 
Imman events they boldly ventured to defy the ven- 
geance of a Qrrant, and either preserve their freedom 
inviolate to themselves and po^efity, or perish in the 
attempt. This was the situation and temper of the 
people of this country, in the beginning of this contro- 
versy. At this day America is in strict alliance with 
one of the first nations of the earth, for magnanimi^, 
power and wealth, and who!se afiairs are conducted by 
the ablest statesmen, with a Prince at their head H-fao 
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Jmth justly acquired the title of the protector of the 
rights of mankind. A respectable fleet and army of 
our ally are already arrived among us, and a considera* 
Me reinforcement is hourly expected, which when 
arrived will give us a decided superiority in these seas ; 
tibe whole to co-operate with the force of this country, 
against the common enemy. Another powerful nation, 
(Spain) though not immediately allied with us, yet, in 
fighting her own, she is daily fighting the battles of 
America, fi*om whence almost every advantage is de- 
rived to us that could be produced in a state of alliance* 
An army we have now in the field, part of whom 
are veterans, equal to any the oldest established nations 
can boast. Our militia firom a five years war, are 
become inured to arms. You have at the head of your 
army a general, whose abilities as a soldier, and worth 
as a citizen, stands confessed even by the enemy of his 
country. Our officers of all ranks are fully equal to 
the duties of their respective stations. Military stores 
are within our reach ; our money, though not so repu- 
table as that of other nations, with proper attention, we 
have reason to expect, will shortly emerge from its pre- 
sent embarrassed state, and become as useful as iv&t. 

Now, sir, from a' comparative view of our circum- 
stances at the beginning and at this day, how much 
more pleasing and important must the latter appear 
than the former, to every dispassionate man. Then 
shall we leave to future generations to say, — shall we at 
present commit ourselves to the vrorld to exclaim, that 
when Providence had benignly put into our hands the 
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most essential mesuis of obtaining by one decisiye blow 
the inestimable prize we have been contending for, it 
was lost — disgracefully lost — for want of prc^r exer- 
tions on oar part? That avarice, loxury and dissipa- 
tion had so enervated the boasted sons of American 
freedom, that, rather than forego their present ease and 
wanton pleasures, they would tamely, cowardly submit 
to the loss of their country and their liberty, and become 
those abject slaves which their generous nature but a 
few, very few years before would have revolted at the 
bare idea of! 

These reflections arise, sir, from the extraordinary 
backwardness of some states, and great deficiencies of 
others, in sending the men into the field that were re- 
quired of them near three months ago, and ought to 
have joined the army fifty days past, and an apprehen- 
sion that from this torpitude America has forgot she is 
contending for liberty and independence, and that the 
good intentions of our generous ally will be totally 
frustrated by our unpardonable remissness. Our former 
letters to the states have been full on this very import- 
ant subject, and we are concerned to be driven to the 
necessity of reiteration ; but our duty to our country, 
our respect for the reputation of the commander-in- 
chief of our army, impel us to it, for a knowledge of 
the force that has been required of the states for the 
campaign, and which was alk)wed to be adequate to an 
important enterprize, will induce a belief in our coun- 
trymen and in the worid, that it has been frimished; and 
they must stand amazed to see our army inactive and 
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tbhigs not in tbat train for operation, which ought in sndi 
a case to be expected, especially at this advanced season 
of the jeBx. Again, the force of our ally now with us, 
asd the shortly expected arrival of its seccmd dhrisioB, 
most cleariy evince the utility of our army being put in 
a condition to undertake an enterprise which if suc- 
cessful, must give a deadly wound to our unrelenting 
and ambitious foe. But what apology can be made, 
if when the commander-in chief of our army slK)uld be 
called on by the commander of the forces of our gen- 
erous ally, and informed he is ready to undertake with 
him whatever measure he shall think proper to point 
out, he shall be reduced to the cruel necessity of ack- 
nowledging hb inability to engage in any enterprise 
that can possibly redound to the honor or reputation of 
the arms of either nation. Sir, the reflection is too 
hu|niliating to be dwelt on without the extremest pain ; 
nay, horror ! 

You must pardon us, worthy sir, for the freedom widi 
which we have now (teclared our sentiments on this 
truly interesting subject We flattter ourselves great 
aUowances will be made for our situation, when we 
daily have before our eyes specimens of that want of 
energy in conducting our affairs, which must shonly so 
far embarrass us as to render all foture exertions inado- 
<]uate to the attainment of those great purposes at 
which we aim. America wants not resources ; we have 
men (independent of those necessary for domestic par- 
poses) more than sufficient to compose an army capable 
of answering our most sanguine expectations ; and our 
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coofltry teems with proviaioDS of every kind necessary 
to 6app<Nrt themu It requires nothing more than a 
proper degree of enei^ to bring them forth to make 
us a happy people. This, we trust, sir, the state over 
which you preside, will show no reluctance in contribu- 
ting her aid to, by taking such decisive measures as will» 
without loss of time, bring into the field the remainder 
of your quota of men, that have been required for the 
campaign. The articles of provisions, forage and teams 
are no less important than men, but as the committee 
had the honor of addressing you but a few days ago, on^ 
the subject of provi^ons, and the other articles being 
so neariy allied with that, we will ^ot intrude it on you 
at this time. 

Inclosed is a copy of the letter from the commander- 
in-chief of the 17th inst, to the committee. It wiU 
folly show you the state of the army at this time, and 
how great a deficiency of men there is to what there 
ought to have been before this day. However we 
hope, sir, it will be no discouragement, to your state to 
using their utmost exertions for foniishing the remainder 
of their troops to join the army as soon as possible ; and 
that the idea of its being probably too late, before a 
sufficient force can be collected to promise a succes6fiil 
campaign, will be totally banished ; for policy as well 
interest dictate to us to be always prepared to tak» 
advantage of ev^y kvorable conjuncture, and it is 
imposrible to say how soon such a one will pres^it 
itself. 

The general's letter treats this subject in^ every other 
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respect so fully as to render it unnecessary to add more 
than that we have the honor to be yoor Excellency's 
most obedient and humble servant, 

In behalf of the Committee, 

JNO. MATTHEWa 
His Excellency, Governor Livingston. 



From General Washington to Governor Livingston. 

Head-Quarters, near the Liberty Pole, ) 
Bergen Conntj, August 26di, 1*480. ) 

Dear Sir, — In mine of the 20th instant I desired 
your Excellency to discharge the whole of Col. Seel/s 
militia except about one hundred for the purpose of a 
guard at Morristown, and to direct the September class 
to hold themselves in readiness to come out upon the 
shortest notice. I would only wish you to continue 
those orders, but not to call out the classes, except about 
one hundred men for the purpose above mentioned, 
imtil you hear from me. Our extreme distress for want 
of provision makes me desirous of lessening the con- 
sumption as much as possible. Some brigades of the 
army have been five days without meat. To endeavor 
to relieve their wants by stripping the lower parts of the 
county of its cattle, I moved two days ago to this place 
and yesterday completely foraged Barbadoes and Ber- 
gen Necksv Scarcely any cattle were found but milch 
<^wd and calves of one and two years old, and even 
those in no great plenty. When this scanty pittance is 
consimied, I know not to what quarter to look, as our 
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proq>ects from the eastward, upon which our principal 
dependence is placed, are hr from being fitvorable. 

The monthly requisition of meat from the state of 
Jersey has been complied with in a very small degree, 
as the commanding general informs me that he has 
received bat seven cattle from Mr. Dunham, the super- 
intendent ance the month of April. I am very far 
from complaining of the general exertions of the state, 
on the contrary, I have every reascm to acknowledge 
them upon several pressing occasions ; but your Excel- 
lency must be sensible that when the support of an 
army is made to depend upon certain qusmtities of pro- 
vision to be frumished regularly by the different states, 
the failure of any one must be more or less felt 

I have the honor to be, with very great r^rd and 
esteem, your Excellency's most ob't and h'ble serv't, 

G<^ WASHINGTON, 
His Excellency, Governor LiviNosTOif. 

P. 8. I have received your Excellency's favors of 
the 21st and 23d. I do not imagine it will be possible 
to discover the officer who permitted Heyden to escape, 
as the description is so exceedingly vague. As money 
does not appear from the deposition to have had any 
operation, I am led to believe that the thing has hap- 
pened more from an improper knowledge of duty, than 
from any design. I am sorry to hear of your Excel- 
lency's indisposition. 
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From General Washington to Governor Livingston. 

Head Quarters, near the Liberty Pole, ) 
Bergen County, August 27tli, 178D. ) 

Sir,— The hon'ble the committee of Congress having 
returned to Congress, I am nnder the disagreeable 
necessity of informing your Excdlency that the army 
is again rednced to an extremity of distress for want 
of provisions. The greater part of it had been withoat 
meat from the 21st to the 26th ; to obtain some reUef I 
moved down to this place with a view of stripping the 
lower parts of the county of the remainder of its 
cattle, which after a most vigorous exaction is found to 
afford between two ,and three days' supply only, and 
those consisting of milch cows and calves of one or 
two years old. 

When this scanty pittance is consumed I know not 
what will be our next resource, as the commissary can 
give me no certain information of more than 120 head 
of cattle expected from Pennsylvania, and about 150 
from Massachusetts, I mean in time to supply our imme- 
diate wants. 

Military coercion is no longer of any avail, as 
nothing frirther can possibly be collected from the coun- 
try in which we are obliged to take a position without 
depriving the inhabitants of the last morsel This 
mode of subsbting, supposing the desired end could be 
answered by it, besides being in the highest degree dis- 
tressing to individuals is attended with ruin to the morals 
and discipline of the army ;— during the four days which 
we have been obliged to send out small parties to pro- 
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cxkn proviricm for theinsehes^ the most elkwtmMlil 
estcesses have been committed. 

It hus been no inconsiderable snpport of Our cau&e 16 
kave had it in oar power to contrast the d^ndttct of our 
amy with that of the enemy, and to conr^ce (to 
ijfttmbitAnts that while their rights were wantonly Vi<^^ 
ted by the British troops-, by ours they were respected. 
This distinction must nnhappily now cease, and W8 
must assfame the odious chai^cter of the phmdimHi 
mtiBad of the fm^tectors of the people, the direct cim^ 
sequence of which must be to alienate their Grinds frcMM 
the army and insensibly from the cause. 

We have noi yet been absolutely without flour, but 
we have this day but one day's supply in camp, and t 
am not certain that there is a single barrel between this 
place and Trenton. I shall be obliged Aerefore to 
draw one or two hundred barrels from a small magazine 
which I had endeavored to establish at West Point for 
the security of the garrison in case of a suddeti inves- 
titure. 

From the above state of facts it may be foreseen that 
this army cannot possibly remain much Idnge^ together 
unless very vigorous and immediate measures are taken 
by the states to comply with the requisitions made npM 
them. 

The Commissary General has neither the means nor 
the power of procuring supplies — he is only to receive 
them from the several agents. Without a speedy 
change of circumstances, this dilemma wiU be involved, 
either the army must disband, or what is if possible 
17 
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worse, subsist upon the plunder of the peo[4e. I would 
hhk flatter myself that a knowledge of our situation 
will produce the desired relief, not a relief of a few 
days, as has generally heretofore been the case, but a 
supply equal to the establishment of magazines for the 
winter. If these are not formed before the roads are 
broken up by the weather, we shall certainly experience 
the same difficulties and distresses the ensuing winter 
which we did the last Although the troops ha?e upon 
every occasion hitherto borne their wants with unjlaral- 
leled patience it will be dangerous to trust too often to 
a repetition of the causes of discontent 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your 
Excellency's most ob't and h'ble serv't, 

G^ WASHINGTON. . 
His Excellency, Governor Livingston. 



From the President of Congress to Governor 
Livingston. 

Philadelphia, September M, 1780. 
Sut — Your Excellency will receive herewith enclosed 
an act of Congress of the 26th ulto. earnestly recom- 
mending to the several states to take the most speedy 
and effectual means in their power for drawing in their 
respective quotas of the continental bills of credit, to be 
destroyed either by taxes or by exchanging (or them 
new bills emitted pursuant to the resolution of the 18th 
of March last, at a rate not less tl^n forty for one, that 
the whole of the new bills may be issued. 
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Also recommending to the several states to raise by 
taxes, payable in the new bills above mentioned or 
specie, their respective quotas of three million of dollars 
agreeable to the apportionment of the 7th of October 
1779, apd pay the same into the treasury of the United 
States 4s soon as possible, the payment to be fully com- 
pleted by the last day of December next, each state to 
be allowed interest from the time it is paid ; to be here- 
after adjusted acccnrding to a resohtion of the 6th oi 
October 1779. 

You will also observe by this act provision is made 
for payment of public debts due m any of the states. 

Commissary Wadsworth is also the present Commis- 
sary General of purchases. 

And in order to prevent the possibility of a deprecia- 
tion in the new bills, it b earnestly recommende<ikto the 
several states not to issue bills of credit for a currency 
on any acount whatever, in such manner as to have in 
circulation an amount greater than their respective 
quotas of the new bills. 

And in order that justice be done to the creditors of 
these United States for supplies furnished the army, or 
transportation thereof provision is made by this act that 
such creditiMrs be paid the just value of their debts, to 
be ascertamed in the manner expressed in the act, and 
all debts due to the United States are to be justty paid 
in like manner. 

I have the honor to be, with very great respect, your 
Excellenc/s most obedimt and humble servant, 

SAM. HUNTINGTON, President. 
His Excellency, Governor Liviiigston. 
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From Abnaham Skinner, Commissary of Prisoners, to 
the Oowmor. 

Commissary of Prisoners' Office^ ) 
Hedl QtmHens S0|ytoii^)er Mi, IIW. \ 

. SiR,-^Th6 very peculiar sttaadon of the prisoners of 

war belonging to this state who are now in the hands 

of tbe enemy, induces me to request that jour Excel'- 

lency will give me instructions relative to their situation, 

or point out .some method in which th^ir distresses may 

be alleviated and their confinement made sufferaMe. 

The officers who are prisoners on parc^ on Long 
Island have not had the least supply at support from 
this office since the spring of the year 1779; since which 
they have been at board on Long Island and many of 
them are at pres^it destitute of a single farthing, are 
liable to insult daily from their landlords, who seem 
tired of supporting them without fee or reward, and if 
their exchange could be efiected, they would be dettlined 
for the payment of the debts chey have contracted for 
th^r necessary suj^rt 

The citizens and privates of this state, some few 
excepted, are confined in sugar^houses and churches in 
a wretched situaticm, many of them without a shirt or 
blanket, and no allowance except what they receive 
from the enemy and about 3^ lbs. of bread, which is 
issued to them by the continental agent without any 
authority from the legislature of the state. 

To these distresses may be added, the mortification 
the Jersey prisoners feel in seeing their fellow sufferers 
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receive supplies from the n^hboring states to which 
they belong, whes their past services as soklieFs and 
citiBeiis merit equally as much attention. 

I am sorry to add that at present there seems to be 
BOt the smaHest prospect of exchanging or releasing 
those men, and that if they are not timefy supported 
diey must as severely feel the censequences as you can 
poadbiy imagine. 

I shall at all times be happy to render them the ser- 
vices which my duly as well as incKnatien may point 
out, ftnd to folfil your Excelleiu^s directions with 
respect to the diflkulties they labor under. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your 
Excellency's most ob't h'ble servant, 

ABRM. SKINNER, 
Commiss'y of Pds'vs H^d Clrs. 
His ExceHency, (Jovemor Livinqston. 

From a Committee of the Jersey Prisoners of Wur to 
Governor Limngeton. 

Long Island, September 16A, ITBOL 
Sia,«— The officers, prisoners of v»ar, and state pris- 
oners belonging to the state of New Jefpey, beg leave 
to remind your Excellency of our distressing situation. 
The petition to the Assembly in May last which we 
enclosed under cover to your Excellency, we doubt not 
has been laid before Ihem ; wtr not hearing kom them 
since inclines us to think a multiplicity of business or 
some other cause has prevented them from paying that 
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attenticm to as that oar ai^nt necessities reqaired ; 'tis 
sixteen months since we received the last supply, great 
part of which was disposed of in paying oar arrears^ 
wUch has ever been the case daring near four years' 
captivi^, which many of as have experienced to die 
extreme prejudice of oar minds, bodies and estates ; con- 
seqaendy what might appear a tolerable snpply at first, 
when oar debts are paid, a few necessaries purchased 
at the most extravagant prices, we generally find oar- 
selves possessed of bat a scanty pittance indeed. We 
therefore humbly pray your Excellency will act the part 
of an advocate for us, that we may receive both a 
liberal and speedy supply, and as we are the immediate 
sufierers we hope it will not be derated presumpdcm in 
us to say we think fifty pounds per man is the least that 
will answer to pay our debts and clothe us properly for 
the winter season, exclusive of what is due for oar 
board, which has not been paid since the 20th of May, 
1779- 

We are, with the highest esteem, and most perfect 
respect, your Excellency's most ob't and most h'ble 
servants. 

Signed in behalf of the whole, and at their 
request, 

HENDRICK VAN BRUNT, 
JOHN MERCER, 1st Regt 
BATEMAN LLOYD, 3d, 
His Excellency, the Governor of N. Jersey. 
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List of the Qfficersof the State of New Jersey, Prison- 


ers of 


War. 


Williain B. Giflford, 


Capt. Con. 


John Munn, 


Lieat do. 


Bateman Lloyd, 


do do. 


Abraham Stoat, 


do. do. 




do. do. 


Benjamin Osman, 


do. do. 


Jona. Hofanes, 


do. do. 


James Paul 


Ens'n. do. 


And'w Thompson, 


do. do. 


Ocky WykoflF. 


Col. MiKtia. 


Hendrick Van Brant, Major do. 


Wilfiam Ellis, 


do. do. 


James Whitlock, 


Lieat do. 


Thomas Little, 


do. do. 


Tobias Polhimas, 


do. do. 


Jacob Govenhoven, 


Capt do. 


John Cousins, 


do. do. 


And'w Barns, 


do. do. 


John Parsons, 


Lieut do. 


Aaron Chew, 


do. do. 


Char'e Heavland, 


do. do. 


Thomas Cook, 


do. do. 


John Smock, 


Col. do. 


Barns Smock, 


Capt do. 


Henry Smock, 




Hay, 


Major do. 
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From Timothy Pickerings Qtiorttr-Master-Qeneral. 

To the Honorable the CouBcil and Greneial AMemUj of the State of 
New Jeraej-^ 

Urged by my duty to the pabtic and s^ regard to my 
own reputation, I am compelled to address your honor- 
able Houses on the sut^ject of forage to supply the teams 
employed in transporting stores and proTisiqes to the 
army. At present every post is destitute ; the pastures 
are generally eaten up^ «nd will soon fail altogether. 
Then, unless some magazine of forage, particularly 
hay, are fornjpd at the necessary posts in the route 
chiefly taken by wagQQus, transportation must wholly 
cease, the consequences of which I need not des- 
cribe. 

By your leave, I will observe that, the mode of ob- 
taining by purchase the quotas of suppUes demanded 
by Congress of the several states, could not fiedl of 
involving us in the distress we now feel For had all 
the current continental money in the United States 
been brought into thi^ public treasuries at once, it would 
have been inadequate at the current prices, to the pur- 
chase of those supplies only. 3at if one half or even 
a third part of the money current were to be brought 
into the public treasuri^ in the course of a year it would 
distress the people. 4-ccordingly, it has been found ex- 
tremely difficult to collect the taxes that have been 
assessed, and if collected, they might have proved capi- 
tally deficient compared with the necessary public 
expenditures. 
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The above observation beiiig incoutestibly troe, we 
may thence account for the distress that universally 
pervades oar pobUc affairs. Hence it has happened 
that not a single magazine, is formed, either of provis- 
sion or forage, that the army has been so illy supported 
that the troops have been near a year without pay ; 
that they have sometimes been starving, and conse- 
quently Ucentious, as hunger will bear no restraint; 
hence we must inevitably experience more capital evils, 
unless the system is speedily changed, and new a»d 
effectual mode of obtaining suppUes adopted. What 
diis should be, so fiir as it may respect the state of New 
Jeiuey, I eaneatly entreat may be considered aad 
upudHy determined by your honorable Houses. But I 
beg leave to observe that, the circumstances of the army 
demand such measures to be taken, as will be quick 
amd decisive in their operaticm, to pievent the total 
stoppage of transportation. 

The army itself will subsist as it long baa done, 
(however painfol and disagreeable the practice) on suf^ 
plies of forage taken by mititary authority ; this is not 
eligible in itself, nor easily applied for the support of the 
teams employed in transportation. It is also evidMit 
that all attempts to purchase a sufficiency must at pre* 
sent prove ineffectual, and there seems to be no alter- 
native but impressing, in case the inhabitants refuse to 
part with their forage on such securities as the state can 
give. This measure may be disgusting, but if executed 
by the civil authority will be attended with fewer evils 
than impressing by military force. 
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I have the honor to be, with rery great respect, your 
most obedient servant, 

TIMOTHY PICKERING, a. M. G. 



From the President of Congress to Cfovemor 
Livingston. 

Phikddpliia, &epL 14di, 1780. 

Sir,'— Your Excellency will receive herewith en- 
closed, an Act of Congress of this date, requesting the 
several states therein menticm to furnish ht cattle to 
supply the army in proportion therein expressed. Con- 
gress found themselves under the necessity of requesting 
the state of New Jersey to furnish for an immeiiate 
supfdy, until cattle may arrive from the eastern states, 
275 head. 

If the measures adopted by the Act enclosed should 
be complied with, as we trust they will be, there will 
be no want in future of supplies for the army this cam- 
paign. The necessity of the measure is absolutely 
indispensable, and we believe the state of New Jersey, 
which hath so frequendy exerted itself on pressing 
emergencies, will not be wanting in her endeavors to 
comply with the present requisition. Congress would 
have exempted that state from the present request, 
could they have devised any other means to feed the 
army, but as that was not in their power, it is requested 
in the most urgent terms, that the number of beeves 
menticmed may be furnished with all possible despatch, 
as well as to prevent the impending distresses of the 
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army, as the consequential distress that most faU upon 
the inhabitants in the vicinity of the army. 

I have the honw to be, with every sentiment of res- 
pect, yoar Excellency's most obedient servant, 

SAM. HUNTINGTON, President. 

His Excellency, Governor Livingston. 



From Abraham Clark to Jonah Hornblower, Speaks of 
the Assembly. 

Philadelphiii, Oetobm* Slat, 1780. * 
Sir, — Herewith I enclose a resohition of the 12th 
mst, granting half pay for life, as well to officers reduced 
as 10 others. This is a kind of supplement to the reso- 
lution of the 3d, directing a reduction of the army. 
On this precipitate, and in my opinion, injudicious Act 
of Congress, it is unnecessary, perhaps improper for me 
to make any comments ; it speaks for itself, and in a 
language which in New Jersey will be better undw- 
stood than reUshed. The states which had established 
half pay for life to the officers of their lines, aided 
by New York who entertains similar sentiments, forced 
this measure upon us. A measure contrary to the 
genius and political ideas of the New England States 
and New Jersey. 

In opposition to this resolution it was urged that the 
measure was unjust, improper and altogether unneces- 
sary to be fwced upon the states who opposed it, as it 
was of no consequence to the United States in what 
mode any particular state gave satisfaction and rendered 
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justice to their oficera, proTided thej kept tbeir r egi- 
ments properly officwed, which there couhl be no doubt 
would be doue where the mode of doiiE^ it waa left to 
themselves; whereas a lueaAure so disgustfol would 
violate and prevent the exertions so necessary at this 
time ; but no reasons could prevail upon men fixed and 
determined What is now to be done t Will or will 
not our legislature remonstrate against this procedure 
and insbt upon an exemption! If they mean not to sk 
down easy and quiet under this act, the sooner they 
explain themselves upon the subject, the better, as I 
believe no redactions have yet been made in the army. 
As some persons are of opinion it would be of gene- 
ral utiKty for Congress to repeal that part of the reso- 
huion of the 18th of March, which admits rendering 
one dollar of the new emissian in Ueu of 40 of the 
old; it may be proper for the legislature to instract 
their delegates upon the subject, in case they think the 
measure advisable. This hath not been moved Uk Con- 
gress, nor do I know that it wiH I do not wish in this 
to call your attention from more important matters 
unleas you think this a matter of consequence. The 
subject I have not considered maturely since the new 
emission is passing, where issued, at a depreciation of 
near one half, owing as is supposed, to fixmg the same 
at one for forty of the old emission. The expectation 
of Congress in that act was that the new bills would 
fix the value of the old, but we find the value of the 
new is fixed, and varies with the old. As the laws of 
our state are conformable to the resolutions of Congraes 
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jam delegates caEnot coasent to any alteration withont 
ycmr direction, should the same be moved and hecoiM 
ever so necessary undef the present change of cirettm^ 
stances. This tie makes any consideration of the sub- 
ject unnecessary in your delegates wkhout your pardc-* 
utar orders for that purpose. 

I have ^e honor to be, sir, with all proper regard, 
your obed't and humble servant, 

ABRA. CLARK. 
Hon. Josuh Hornblowbh, Esq. 

From Judge Paierson to Mr. Stevens. 

RarilAii, December 4th, 1780. 
Sir, — On my return from Sussex Court I met virith 
your letter, which notified me of my being in the dele- 
gation for Congress. The appointment was unex- 
pected, especially as some of the gentlemen of the 
Legislature were fully possessed of my sentiments on 
the occasion. From the commencement of this con- 
test I have held myself bound to serve the public in 
any station in which my fellow-citizens might place me, 
and it is therefore with regret that I find myself under 
the necessity of declining the present appointment. I 
look upon it, however, as an act of justice to myself, as 
wen as of respect to your honorable body, to declare 
Aat my non-acceptance of the delegacy is owing to its 
interference with my official duty in another line. The 
business of a criminal nature in this state is at present 
intricate and extensive, it unavoidably occupies the fiur 
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greater part of my time. I feel its weight, and have 
more than once been ready to sink under it. Of the 
business of Congress, its variety, extent and importistnce 
I shall forbear to speak. Viewing these offices as I do, 
I am convinced that no one man can execute them both 
at the same time ; if he can acquit hin^elf well in one 
of them at once, it is fiill as much as can reascmably be 
expected. I am sure I shall count it one of the hap- 
piest circumstances of my life, if in the execution oi 
my present trust alone I can give satisfieicticm to the 
public under which I act 

I am, sir, with respect, your ob't and h'ble servant, 

WM. PATERSON. 
The Honorable Mr. Stevens. 



From the President of Congress to Governor 
Livingston. 

In Congreas^ Janoaiy Idth, 1781. 
Sir,— A circular address to the respective states of 
the 9th day of November last communicated a requi- 
sition of Congress for the service of the current year. 
This act and the system of the 18th of March respect- 
ing our finances inchide the principal means which 
their present powers have enabled Congress to adopt 
for prosecuting the war. Measures so deeply interest- 
ing not only demand the unremitted attention and 
vigorous support of the Leg^latures, but Congress 
ought to be informed of their progress with the utmost 
precision ; both are necessary to the public credit, to the 
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saccess of oar military operations, to the very existence 
of our armies. By an act of the 21st of October the state 
agents are directed to transmit to the commander-in- 
chief and to the Commissary General respectively, 
monthly returns of all supplies which shall be drawn 
into their hands, specifying the articles and the maga- 
zines where they shall be deposited; it is eqoally 
incnmbent on the state Treasorers to make similar 
returns to tl|e board of treasury of all the taxes which , 
diall be brought into their respective offices, and of the 
issues of the new emissions. These are regulations 
wUch cannot be disused with, and it is recommended 
to the legislatures to enjoin them under such penalties 
as will enforce a prompt and punctual obedience. 
Besides those supplies for the current year which can- 
not be anticipated without the utmost danger, the pay 
in arrear to the army demands your most serious con- 
aeration. The honor of government, and military, 
inrder and discipline depend on its regular discharge. 
Nor was a fund sufficient for this and other purposes 
neglected : for had the requisitions for taxes prior to the 
act of the I8th of March been productive; had the 
warrants on the state treasurers for the balances of 
those states drawn so long ago as the first of July, been 
satisfied, a complaint of this nature could not have 
existed. 

We are not unapprized of the embarrassments at- 
tending the collection of taxes firom the credit given on 
commissaries' and quarter-master's certificates for the 
support of the army, but it is manifest that Congress 
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could not provide a remedy, It was found expedioit 
to discontiniie tbe emittion of paper monej, and, from 
yarkRas caosee public necessities were not rdieved hy 
loansi at the same time, thon;^ the measare was em- 
braced of exdngoishing those certificates in the taxes. 
HeiM^ the treasury has hem, destitute of supply^ almost 
every resource being cut off at the same instant ; in vain 
Imve we endeavored to obtain a knowledge of the 
amount of those certificates or how far they have bemi 
reduced, and they continue to obstruct every ^an 
which hath been devised for restoring public credit and 
supporting the war. m 

This is a subject to wlucfa the authority or the legis- 
lature alone is competent, and it will become their 
wisdom and their sseal for public service, to give it the 
fattest investigation. In tfie mean time an imme£ate 
provision for the pay of the army is indi^ensably ne- 
cessary. We need not dwell upon the injustice or the 
prdbable eflbets of a delay. They are obvioos and 
alarming ; and we earnestly call upon the several states 
to devise prompt and effcient means for remitting to 
the paymaster-general, on warrants to be issued in his 
£ftvor, the respective quotas assigned to them by the 
enclosed estimate. The necessity of great and spirited 
exertions becomes every day more evident, while the 
cruel policy of our enemies raises universal indignation 
and abhorrence: it admonishes us that no time is to be 
lost in rescuhig our bleeding country from desdadon, 
and establishmg its independence on the basis of an 
honorable and permanent peace. However great may 
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be the burthens which we are called upon to sustam, 
let OS remember that they are the price of liberty, and 
that they have been common to every people who have 
dared to straggle for social happiness against violence 
and oppression. Let us reflect on our solemn engage- 
ments to devote our lives and oigr fortunes to the best of 
causes ; and we shall |uid that we cannot be destitute 
of resources. Let us review the past miseries of a lin- 
gering warfand the danger of its further protraction, 
and we shall seize the golden opportunity of co-opera- 
tiug with our generous ally by every possible efibrt to 
render the approaching campaign glorious and decisive. 
1£ we are enabled in this stage of the conflict to defend 
ourselves by annual taxes, can we hesitate to interpose 
our responsibility or to contribute a portion of our cap- 
ital! Will a people whose fortitude and patriotism 
have excited the admiration of Europe, languish at the 
bright dawn of triumph, and endanger the public hap- 
piness by a selfish parsimony? While Congress enter- 
tains just sentiments of their constituents, there can be 
no place for such humiliating apprehensions. On the 
contrary, we shall look with confidence for a liberal 
compliance with every requisition which the public 
exigencies dictate. Experience has pointed out the 
dangers to which we have been exposed by a want of 
punctuality in former supplies, and we are persuaded 
that those dangers will for the future be carefully pre- 
vented. 

For our own part we have left nothing unessayed to 
redder the operations of ibfi war more vigorous and 

18 
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successful. We have applied for naval succouts from 
abroad. If we no longer continue unfortunate in the 
importation, we shall not want a competent supply of 
clothing, arms and ammunition. We are once more 
attempting a foreign loan of specie ; we have pointed 
out and required die aids of men, provisions, and money, 
which in every event must be produced from our own 
internal resources ; we have strenuousty urged !qK>n thfe 
states a punctual compUance on their part with those 
requisitions, with die states who alone have authority to 
execute, with an enlightened people who know how to 
estimate the blessings for which we contends it remains 
to give the measures which we have recommended their 
full and seasonable effects. 

By order of Congress, 

SAM. HUNTINGTON, President 
His Excellency, Gov'r Livingston. 



From the President of Congress to Oopem&r 
Livingston. 

Philaddpliia, February 8, 1781. 

Sir, — ^Your Excellency will receive enclosed two 
important resolves of Congress of the 3d and 7th inst, 
recommending to the req>ective states as indispensably 
necessary that they vest a power in Congress to levy 
for the use of tiie United States, a duty of five per cent 
ad valorem, at the time and place of importation, upon 
all goods, wares and merchandize, of foreign growth 
and manufrcture, which may be imported' into any of 
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the said states from any foreign port, island, or planta- 
tion after the first day of May, 1781, except arms, &c. 
therein expressed. Also a like duty on all prizes and 
prize goods. 

The monies arising from the said duties to be appro- 
jnriated to the discharge of the principal and interest of 
the debts already contracted on the faidi of the United 
States for supporting die pi^sent war, and die duties 
continued until the said debts are finally discharged. 

You will observe from the tenor of the resolves, that 
if any one or more of the states immediately pass a law 
vesting in Congress the power requested, it cannot take 
effect or operate to any purpose undl all the states that 
are not prevented by the events of die war shall have 
passed similar laws. That is, at present, aU the states 
except South Carolina and Georgia ; and when all the 
states have passed die necessary laws, the money arising 
from the duties is to be applied for their benefit, exclu- 
sive of the remaining states, unless such states shall 
pass similar laws the first session after the events of the 
war will admit of the assembling their legislatures; and 
Congress have not the least doubt of their complying 
as soon as circumstances shall put it in their power. 

The necessity of the duties and imposts being raised 
under one general and uniform direction, is an idea 
that will readily suggest itself. I am specially directed 
to urge the necessity of calling the Assembly, if not 
already convened, for the purpose of vesting Congress 
with the powers mentioned in the enclosed resolutions. 
Although it may be improbable any person not particu- 
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burly acquainted with the daily business in Congress, 
should have an adequate conception of the diflGK^ulties 
and embarrassments that arise for want of some certain 
and permanent fund to support the national credit and 
cement more effectually the common interests of the 
United States, yet I doubt not the wisdom, knowledge, 
and penetration of the respective legislatures will view 
those embarrassments as very great 

It ought to be remembered that loans are not to be 
obtained without some permanent fund established, at 
least to discharge the annual interest punctually ; that 
the army in the present state of our finances, must be 
in a great measure immediately supported^by the states, 
separately and perhaps very unequally ; and a train of 
embarrassments, too obvious to need enumeration, 
must ensue ; which have abready been felt in a degree 
and must greatly increase. I have only to add that it 
will be of importance to transmit to Congress the Ads 
that may be passed in consequence of the enclosed re- 
solves as soon as possible. 

I have the iionor to be, with every sentiment of 
esteem and respect, your Excellency's most obedient 
and most humble servant, 

SAM. HUNTINGTON, President 
His Excellency, the Governor of New Jersey. 
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From the Presuknt of Congress to Gov. Livingston. 

Pluladelphia, March 28, 1781. 

8iE, — Your Excellencj will receive herewith en- 
closed two acts of Congress of the 16th and 23d inst, 
directing that all debts liquidated in or contracted for 
specie vahie, shall be paid in specie or other money 
equivalent, according to the current exchange compared 
with specie. Also recommending to the several states 
to amend dieir laws making the bills of credit emitted 
under the authority of Congress a legal tender, so that 
such bilk shall not be a legal tender in any other man- 
ner than at their current value compared with gold and 
silver. But what will more particularly claim the at- 
tention of your legblature as of great importance, is the 
requbition for six millions of dollars, that is, one million 
and an half to be paid quarterly, the first quarterly pay- 
ment to be made on the first day of June next, die 
quota of each state being apportioned in the enclosed 
act, and payment to be made on this requisition, as also 
die several others therein referred to, in gold or silver; 
or bills emitted by any of the states whatever, in 
pursuance of the resolutions of the 18th of March, 
1780. 

This assessment is not to be considered as the pro-' 
portion of any state, but Jbeing paid, is to be adjusted 
and setded with interest in future upon equitable 
principles in the manner expressed in the act. It 
is with reluctance that Congress are compelled to make 
this requisition, but the absolute necessity of the case 
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will appear so obvious that we presume the respective 
States will yield a ready and cheerful compliaiice there- 
with to the utmost of their power. 

I have the honor to be, with great esteem and res- 
pect, your Excellency's most obed't and most humble 
servant, 

SAM, HUNTINGTON, President 
His Excellency, Governor LiviftosTON. 

From the President of Congress to Governor 
Livingston. 

tiiiliMie^ilik, Bfaj 14tfa, 1781. 

Sir, — The United States in Congress have this day 
received intelligence of so alarming a nature that they 
think it their indispensable duty immediately to forward 
it to you ; and at the same time to assure you that upon 
a serious review of public affairs they are convinced 
that unless the several states immediately and punctu- 
ally comply with the acts and requisitions of Congress, 
the worst of consequences must ensue. 

Had the states paid due attention to the act of 18th 
March 1780, and complied with the requisition of the 
26th August, the quarter-master would have been in 
capacity to do his duty and to have forwarded the sup- 
pUes which the states were called upon to furnish by 
the act of the 4th November. But as that has not 
been done, the states must now not only furnish the 
supplies, but they must also forward them to the places 
where they are wanted. For this purpose I enclose an 
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earnest reconunendation passed this day upon receipt of 
the intelligence above mentioned, and flatter mjrself 
that from the necessity of the case yonr state will 
strain every nerve and exert every power to send 
forward the supplies and prevent the fatal events which 
must otherwise inevitably ensue. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest respect, sir, 
your most obedient, humble servant, 

SAM. HUNTINGTON, President 
His Excellency, Governor Livingston. 

From Ahraham Clark to the Chairman of the Joint 

Meeting. 

Princeton, May 24di, 1781. 

Sir, — My long and steady attendance in Congress 
for sixteen months past, makes it necessary for a relax- 
ation of my mind and restoration of my health, that I 
retire for some time at least, and if agreeable to the 
legislature I wish it may be to the end of my present 
delegation, and that my resignation may be accepted,* 
which this is intended to solicit 

By my absence there will be but two members 
remaining, and they mean to attend only one at a time; 
this UQL the course of a few days will deprive this state 
of a representation unless an appointment of one or 
more members speedily take place. I continued of the 
same opinion as heretofore, that three members are 
preferable to five, provided such can be found who will 
devote their time to that service, and unless they do I 
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am clearly of opinion you had better have ncme, but in 
this I do not sappose that one member is to attend 
alway and the other two akemately, which hath kmg 
been the case ; few constitutions can bear such constant 
attendance, some relaxation is necessary. 

With all due regard and esteem I have the honor to 
be, sir, your obed. and humble servant, 

ABRA. CLARK. 
The Hon. John Stevens, Esq., Chairman of the Joint 

Meeting. 

From General Phil. Dickinson to the Speaker of the 

Assembly. 

Hermhtge, May 25tli, TiSl. 

Sir, — ^I think it a duty incumbent on me to represent 
to the hon'e the legislature the present wretched, feeble 
contemptible and disgraceful state of our military com- 
panies, praying they would be pleased to take the same 
into consideration, and make such an arrangement as 
will reflect honor on themselves and give securi^ to 
the state. 

I submit to the honorable legislature whether it 
would be improper to form a regiment of artillery, con* 
sisting of two companies, taken from the different 
regiments contiguous to Trenton and Princeton, being 
central and places of security, (for the times,) under the 
command of a CoL or Major, as shall be judged most 
proper ; and instead of the Captains and subs, being 
chosen by the companies, have them appointed by the 
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honorable legislature, as very few of the present officers 
are qualified for such service. I do not mean the least 
reflection on those gentlemen who hold commissions in 
the artillery, but it requires a practical kind of knowl- 
edge which can only be acquhred by study and practice. 
We fipd from experience that artillery give a confidence 
to troops that possess them, and are essentially necessary 
in the field. We have dragged a few heavy iron 
pieces through this war, tathis day, wretchedly suppfied 
in every respect Whilst the militia of the neighboring 
states appear in die field with an ample supply of brass 
artillery, die necessary apparatus and camp equipage of 
every kind, the militia of New Jersey, whose services 
in the field have been frequent, and without a compli- 
ment I may say inferior to none on die continent, are 
entided to an indulgence which, in their opinion, con- 
tributes to their honor and security. I mean a proper 
supply of field artillery with the appendages. 

As this address proceeds from the strongest attach- 
ment to the just and virtuous cause in which we are 
engaged, and the honor and safety of the state are so 
deeply interested in the equipment of our militia, I 
flatter myself this application will meet a favorable 
reception from the honorable legislature. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most 
obed't ser't, 

PHILEMON DICKINSON. 
Hon'e JosiAH Hornblower, Speaker of the Asseibbly 

of the State of New Jersey. 
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From Robert Morris to Governor Livingston. 

Phfladelphm, Jily 2SA, 1761. 

Sir, — I had the honor to write you on the 16th inst 
enclosing a certified copy of the account of your state 
as it stands in the treasury books of the United States. 
I now pray leave to recall your attention to it It^ves 
me very great pain to learn that there is a pernicious idea 
prevalent among some of the states that their accounts 
are not to be adjusted with the continent Such an idea 
cannot fail to spread lisdess langour over all our opera- 
tions; to suppose this expensive war can be carried on 
without joint and strenuous efforts is beneath the wisdom 
of those who are called to the high offices o{ legislatioiL 
Those who inculcate maxims which tend to relax their 
efforts most certainly injure the common cause, what- 
ever may be the motives which inspire their conduct 
If once such an opinion is admitted, those states who do 
least and charge most, will derive the greatest benefit 
and endure the smallest evils. 

Your Excellency must perceive that shameless inac- 
tiviQr must take place of that noble emulation which 
ought to pervade and animate the whole Union. It b my 
particular duty, sir, while I remind my fellow-citizens 
of those tasks which it is incumbent on them to per- 
form, to remove if I can every impediment which Ues in 
the way, or which may have been rabed by disaffection, 
self-interest or mistake. I take therefore this early 
opportunity to assure you that all the accounts of the 
several states with the United States shall be speedily 
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liquidated if I can possibly effect it, and my efforts for 
that purpose shall be onceaang. I make this assurance 
in the most solemn manner, and I entreat the conse- 
quences of a ccHitrary assertion may be most seriously 
weighed and considered before it is made or beliered. 

These accounts naturally divide themselves into two 
considerable branches, viz. those which are previous 
and those which are subsequent to the Resolutions of 
Congress of the 18th March 1780. The former must 
be adjusted as soon as proper officers can be found and 
appointed for die purpose, and proper principles estab- 
lished, so as that they may be liquidated in an equitable 
manner. I say, sir, in an equitable manner, for I am 
determined that justice shall be rule of my conduct aa 
fiur as the measure of abilities which the Almighty has 
been pleased to bestow shall enable me to distinguish 
between right and wrong. I shall never permit a 
doubt that the states will do what b right, neither will 
I ever believe that any one of them can expect to 
derive advantage from doing what is wrong. It ia by 
being just to individuals, to each other, to the Union, to 
all, by generous grants of solid revenue, and by adopting 
energetic measures to collect that revenue, and not by 
coo^lainings, vauntings or recriminations, that these 
states must expect to establish their independence and 
rise into power, consequence and grandeur. I speak to 
your Excellency with freedom, because it is my duty so 
to speak, and because I am convinced that the language 
of jdain sincerity iB4he only proper language to the first 
magistrate of a free community. 
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The accoants I have m^^oned as sobseqaent to the 
resolutions of the 18th Mardil780, admit o( an immedi- 
ate settlement The several states have all the necessary 
materials ; one side of this accoont consists of demands 
made by resdntions o( Congress long since forwarded ; 
the other must consist of the comjdiances with those 
demands. This latter part I am not in capacity to 
state, and for that reason I am to request the earliest 
information which the nature of things will permit of 
the moneys, supplies, transportati<m, &c., which have 
been paid, advanced or furnished by your state in order 
that I may know what remains due. The sooner foil 
information can be obtained, the sooner shall we know 
what to rely on and how to do equal justice to those 
who have contributed and those who have not, to those 
who have contributed at one period and those who 
have contributed at another. I enclose you an account 
of the specific supplies demanded of your state as 
extracted firom the journals of Congress, though without 
any mention of what has be^n done in consequence of 
those resolutions, because as I have already observed, 
your Excellency will be able to discover the balance 
much better than I can. 

I am forther to entreat sir, that I may be favored with 
copies of the several acts passed in your state since the 
18th March 1780 for the collection of taxes and fur- 
nishing supplies or other aids to the United States, the 
manner in which such acts have been executed, the 
time which may have been necessary for them to ope- 
rate, and the consequences of their operation. I must 
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also pray to be informed of so mach of the internal 
policy of yoor state as relates to the laymg, assessing, 
levying and collecting of taxes. ^ I beg leave to assure 
yoor Excellency that I am not prompted either by an 
idle coriosiQr or by any virish to discover what prudence 
would dictate to conceal ; 'tis necessary I should be in- 
formed of these things, and I take the plain, open 
candid method of acquiring information. 

To palliate or conceal any evils or disorders in our 
situation can answer no good purpose ; they must be 
known before they can be cured, we must also know 
what resources can be brought forth tha^ we may pro- 
portion our efforts to our means and our demands to 
both. It is necessary we should be in a condition to 
prosecute the war with care before we can expect to 
lay down our arms with security, before we can treat 
of peace honorably, and before we can conclude it with 
advantage. I feel myself fittened at every moment 
and embarrassed in every operation, from my ignorance 
of our actual state and of what is reasonably to be 
asked or expected. Yet when I consider our zeal, 
wealth and numbers, and when I compare them with 
those of other countries, I feel a thorough conviction 
that we may do much more than we have yet done and 
with more care to ourselves than we have yet felt, pro- 
vided we adopt the proper mode of revenue and expen- 
diture. Your Excellency's good sense will anticipate 
my observation on the necessity of being informed what 
moneys are in your treasury, and what sums you expect 
to have there, as also of t;he times they must probably 
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be broaght in. In addition to this I must pray yon to 
commiinicate the several appropriations. 

A misfortune pecuHar to America requires that I 
entreat your Excellency to undertake one more task, 
which perhaps is far from being the least difficult. 'Tis, 
sir, that you will write very fully as to the amount of 
the several paper currencies now circulating in your 
state, the probable increase or decrease of each, and 
the respective rates of depreciation. 

Having now stated the several communications lyhich 
are most indispensaUe, let me entreat of your Excel- 
lency's goodness that they may be made as speedily as 
possible, to the end I may be early prepared with those 
propositions which, from a view of all the chrcumstan- 
ces, may be most likely to extricate us from our present 
difficulties. 1 am also to entreat that you will infbrm 
me when your legislature is to meet ; my reason for 
making thb request is, that any proposals to be made 
to them may arrive in seascm for their attentive delibe- 
ration. 

I know that I give you much trouble, but I also know 
that it will be pleasing to you because the time and the 
labor will be expended in the service of your country. 
I( sir, my feeble but honest efforts should open to us 
the prospect of American glory, if we should be able to 
look forward to a period, when, supported by solid reve- 
nue and resources, this war should have no other dura- 
tion or extent than the wisdom of Ccmgress might 
allow ; when its object should be the honor and not the 
independence of our country ; if with these fidr views 
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the states should be ronsed, excited, animated in the 
pursuit and. unitedly detennining to be in that happy 
situation, find themselves placed there by the very de- 
termination ;— *if, sir, these things should happen soon, 
the reflection &at your industry has principally contri- 
buted to effect them, would be the rich reward of your 
toils^ and giro to your best feelings their amplest grati-^ 
fication. 

I have ike honor to be, your Excellency's most obe- 
dient and humble servant, 

ROB^ MORRIS, 

S. J. of Finance. 
His Excellency, the GovenMnr and Commander-in-chief 
of the state of New Jersey. 



From Robert Morris to Governor Livingston. 

Office of Finances, August 22, 1781. 

Sir, — I have ahready in a former letter forwarded to 
your Excellency an account of die specific supplies 
which Congress had demanded from your state. It 
now becomes my duty again to press for a compliance 
with those demands. 

The exigencies of the service require immediate at- 
tention ; we are on the eve of the most active operations, 
and should they be in any wise retarded by the want 
of necessary supplies, the* most unhappy consequences 
may follow. Those who may be justly chargeable with 
neglect will have to answer for it to their country, to 
their allies, to the present generation, and to aS pos- 
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terity. I hope, entreat, expect the utmost possible 
efforts on the part of your state, and I confide in yoor 
Excellency's prudence and vigor to render those efforts 
effectual. I beg to know most speedily, sir, what sup- 
plies are collected, and at what places, as also the time 
and places at which the remainder are to be expected. 
I cannot express to you my solicitude on this occa- 
sion. , 

My declaration to Congress when I entered upon 
administration, will prevent the blame of ill accidents 
from lighting upon me, even if I was less attentive than 
I am ; but it is impossible not to feel most deeply on 
occasions where the greatest objects may be impaired 
or destroyed by indolence or neglect. I must, there- 
fore, again reiterate my requests, and while I assure you 
that nothing but the urgency of our affairs would ren- 
der me thus importunate, I must also assure you, that 
while those affairs continue so urgent, I must continue 
to importune. 

With all possible respect I have the honor to be your 
Excellency's most obedient and humble servant, 

ROfiT MORRIS. 
His Excellency, the Governor of N. Jersey. 



From Abraham Clark, Delegate to Congress, to the 
Speaker of the Assembly. 

nukuMphia, Oet 28d, 1781. 
SiR,«^The instructions of the legislature respecting 
the western lands, and Indiana claims, &c., have been 
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received and auended to. The cession of Virginia and 
the Indiana claim, &c., are before a Committee who 
have not yet reported. Tl^e few states at present rep- 
resented in Congress will render any proceeding in this 
bnsiness difficult if not impracticable ; a determination 
cannot be had without a fuller representation. 

With regard to a division of the Islands and Bars in 
Delaware Bay and River, I beg leave, with all due 
deference to the opinion of the legislature, to propose to 
your consideration, whether it will not be best to apply 
to the legislatures of Pennsylvania and Delaware for 
such a division previous to any application for the ap^ 
pointment of commissioners. A settlement by commis- 
sioners agreeable to the confederation will be attended 
with a large expense, when in all probability the busi- 
ness can be effected by the legislatures with little, if any. 
Mr. McKean assures me the legislature of Delaware 
wiU cheerfully come into the settlement you propose, 
they are semdble of the necessity of the measure ; he 
informs me their grant takes in all the islands in Dela- 
ware Bay, but thinks they will notwithstanding divide 
with us. I do not remember the bounds of the grant 
to New Jersey, so far as may respect the islands, and 
have never seen those of Pennsylvania and Delaware. 
With regard to Pennsylvania, if a settlement can be 
effected by acts of the legislature, it will be the most 
cheap and expeditious method, and I cannot yet find 
there will be any objection to it here ; it can at least 
be proposed to the legislature ; but those appfications 
your delegates are not empowered to make. I have 

19 
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conversed with all my coUeagaes upon this sal]je<^ 
(except Dr. Witherspoon, who htth just made his ap- 
pearance,) and find we all concur in opinion, bat we 
all are equaUy at a loss for the meaning of the wcnrda, 
*' Saving and reserving to all persons tfieir legal and 
equitable claims;" as in the preceding words you claim 
4M such islands and bars as lie between the Jersey shore 
and the main channel of Delaware Bay and River, with 
the rights of soil and jurisdiction. In the grant to 
New Jersey both soil and jurisdiction are granted ; the 
soil is become the property of the West Jersey Proprie- 
torSy that ^s, all such land as is within the limits ; those 
limits being settled, I suppose no person can have a 
legal claim within the same except under the Proprie- 
tors, and it can hardly be supposed the legislature meant 
to countenance any claim under Pennsylvania or Dela- 
ware within such bounds, though the words equitable 
claims seems to hold up such an idea in favor of long- 
possession. 1£ this is intended, nothing short of laws 
in the respective states can be binding ; commissioners 
can have nothing to do with the private rights of indivi- 
duab in cases like these. 

If it should be the pleasure of the legislature to make 
any proposals to Pennsylvania and Delaware, I think 
the same should be pointed out with precision, or at 
least such precision pointed out to such as may be em- 
powered to negotiate the business. Might I give my 
opinion, I should suppose the main channel a proper 
boundary as far as the tide flows ; beyond that, where the 
main channel cannot be ascertained, by depth of water: 
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islaiids lying nearest shore of either state to belong t6 
sack atate. As this may only respect jurisdiction, the 
right of soil will require particular attention, in which^ 
posnbly, respect will be had to possessions of long stand- 
ing, which had in the first acquiring them the appear* 
ance of legality on their side. 

I have the honor to be, with all due respect, sir, your 
obedient and humble servant, 

ABRA. CLARK. 
The hon'ble the Speaker of Assembly. 



From the President of Congress to Governor 
Livingston. 

Philadelphia, Oct Slat, 1781. 
Sir, — Your Excellency will receive herewith inclosed 
a Proclamation, recommending to the several statra 
that the thirteenth day of December next, be set apart 
as a day of Thanksgiving and Prayer. 

I have the honor to be, with the greatest respect; 
your obedient and most humble servant, 

THOS. MCKEAN, President 
His Excellency, Governor Livingston. 

PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas, It hath pleased Almighty God, the Father 
of Mercies, remarkably to assist and support the United 
States of America in their important struggle for lib^ 
erty, against the long-continued efforts of a powerful 
nation, it is the duty of all ranks to observe and thank- 
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' folly acknowledge the interpositions of his Providence 
in their behalf: — Through the whole of the contest » 
from its first rise to this time, the influence of Divine 
Providence may be clearly perceived in many agnal 
instances, of which we mention but a few :— 

In revealing the coonsek of oor enemies, when the 
discoveries were seasonable and important, and the 
means seemingly madeqnate or fortoitons. . 

In preserving and even improving the union oi the 
several states, on the breach of which oor enemies 
placed their greatest dependence, — 

In increasing the number and adding to the zeal and 
attachment of the friends of Uberty,— *• 

In granting remarkable deUverances and blessings 
with the most signal success, when affairs seemed to 
have the most discouraging appearance, — 

In raising up for us a most powerfol and generous 
ally in one of the first of European Powers, — 

In confounding the counsels of our enemies, and suf- 
fering them to pursue such measures as have most 
directly contributed to frustrate their own desires and 
expectations: above all — 

In making their extreme cruelty to the inhabitants of 
those states, when in their power, and their savage de- 
vastation of property the very means of cementing our 
Union, and adding vigor to every effort in opposition to 
them ; and as we cannot help leading the good peo[rie 
of these states to a retrospect on the events which have 
taken place since the beginning of the war, so we may 
recommend in a partieular manner to their observation 
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die goodness (tf God in the year now drawing to a 
copchision in which the Confederation g( the United 
States has been completed, — 

In which there have been so manj instances of 
prowess and snccess in oar armies, particularly in the 
sonthem states, where, notwithstanding the difficulties 
with which they had to stru^le, they have recovered 
the whole country which the enemy had overrun, leav- 
ing them only a post or two on or near the sea,«— 

In which we have been so powerfully and effectually 
assbted by our allies, while in all the unjust operational 
the most perfect harmony has subsisted in the allied 
army : In which there has been so plentiful a harvest, 
and so great abundance of the fruits of the earth of 
every kind, as not only enable us easily to supply the 
wants of our army, but gives comfort and happiness to 
die whole people, — 

And in which, afiter the success of our allies by sea, 
a general of the first rank with his whole army has 
been captured by the allied forces under the direction 
of our commander-in-chief 

It is therefore recommended to the several states to 
set apart the thirteenth day of December next, to be 
religiously observed as a day of Thanksgiving and 
Prayer ; that all the people may assemble on that day 
with grateful hearts to celebrate the praises of 6ur glo- 
rious Benefactor, to confess our manifold sins, to offer 
up our most fervent supplications to the God of all 
grace, that it may please him to pardon our offenceSi 
and incline our hearts for the future, to keep all his 



Digitized by 



Google 



S94 CORU8P01I9BNCB OF THB IfBW JSE8XT [178L 

kws, to comfort and ttHere all our brethfen who are in 
dirtress cht captivity, to prosper oar hosbandbaeo, aad 
give strength to all engaged in lawful commerce ; to 
impart wisdom and integrity to onr counsellors, judg- 
mmit and fortitude to our officers and soldiefs ; to pro- 
tect and prosper our illustrious ally, and favor our united 
«(ertions for the speedy establishmotit of a safe, honor* 
able, and lasting peace, to bless our seminaries of learn- 
ing, and cause the knowledge of God to cover the 
earth as the waters cover the seas. 
, .Done in Cmigress the 26th day of October, in the 
year of our Lord, one thousand seven hundred 
and eighty-one, and in die sixth year of ^e 
Indep^ideAce of America. 

TH08 M<^EEAN, President. 
Attest, Ghs. TnoifMoif, Se^etary. 

Froni Governor Livingston to the Speaker of the 
Assemhly. 

Trenton, Norembar 2Ut, 1781. 
SiBy--— On my being elected to the goveramrat in 
October 1780, 1 informed the then Assembly by lettw 
to die Speaker, after haviiig pointed out how ^atly I 
had sufiinred in the payment of my salary by the di^ire^ 
dation of the money, that I accepted the appointment 
for the then ensuing year, in confidence that, whatever 
the salary might be, the honwable House would make it 
good As I never received any answer to the terms of 
the acceptance, I had reason to conclude that tbe»r 
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silmce eviiiced their acquiescence ; and a^ onr legisla- 
tures are annual, unless every succeeding erne thinks 
itself bound by the engagements of its predecessors, it 
is certain that all fakh in government must necessarily 
be annihilated. And indeed had I made no intimation 
whatever on the subject, I cannot presume that the 
present legislature would think it reasonable that I 
should be paid the nominal sum stipulated, without any 
allowance for the depreciation of the money, which 
would in effect amount to a declaration that my services 
were not worth above four hundred pounds a year, and 
that such salary was a sufficient support for any credit- 
able family. As I can assure the honorable House that 
the augmentation of my fortune was never my object in 
accepting of any office, so neither ought the House to 
expect that, besides a man's time,-— especially wh^i he 
devotes the whote of it to the public service, to the 
necessary neglect of his domestic affairs, — ^he should 
abo exhaust his private patrimony. That the money is 
depreciated, sir, is not my fault, but should I be obliged 
to receive k for what it is not, I should nevertheless bear 
the punishment It is probable that the legislature will 
finally keep its fiiith respectihg its redemption, but that 
avails not me nor any other public officer who does not 
hoard up the money on speculation, but must part with 
it at its current value. To conclude, sir, I rely on the 
honor and justice ci the House: I am not soliciting for 
fiivor, only ask for justice. This is due to every man, 
and that I am persuaded so respectable a body as the 
representatives of the people of this state will deny to 
no man. 
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I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your 
most humble servant, 

WIL. LIVINGSTON. 
To the honorable the Speaker of the General Assembly 

of the state of New Jersey. 



From the President of Congress to Governor 
Livingston. 

PybulelpliU, Decembor 1^ 1781. 
Sir, — ^Although the present aspect of our public 
affairs is traly favorable, and opens to oar view the 
brightest prospects of a glorious peace and the unmo- 
lested possession of the invaluable rights we have nobly 
dared to contend for, yet a relaxation in our exertions 
will not only be disgraceful, but may prove dangerous 
and even fatal to our liberties. Congress on their part 
are determined to prevent both the one and the other. 
By their act of the 10th instant, a copy of which I have 
the honor of inclosing, they call upon the legislature of 
each state in the most pressing manner to complete the 
quota of troops assigned to them. The same iLct also 
contains several other reqmsition^, and the whole of 
such evident magnitude and importance as render it 
unnecessary to urge any thing more upon the subject 
I have the honor, likewise, of transmitting to your 
Excellency a copy of an act of Congress of the 11th 
instant, recommending to the legislature of each state 
to ascertain their number of white inhabitants, as soon 
as practicable. A foundation for equal justice on a 
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▼erj important occasion being the object they have in 
view in desiring this information, yonr Excellency and 
the legislature of your state will, do donbt, concur with 
me in opinion that the bosiness should be accomplished 
vrith all possible accuracy and dispatch. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your 
Excellency's obedient and very humble servant, 

JOHN HANSON, Presitft 
His Excellency, the Governor of New Jersey. 



Address of Congress to the States. 

December ITIh, 1781. 
The United States in Congress assembled, to the 
legblatures of the states of New Hampshire, Massa- 
chusetts, Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, 
Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South 
Carolina and Geoi^ia. 

Gkntlbmen, — We are happy to observe that the 
present year hath been distinguished by the reductimi 
of a powerinl British garrison in Virginia, and that our 
arms have also been prosperous in other parts of the 
United States. But to infer that our inexorable foe is , 
subdued beyond recovery may be attended with ruinous 
c<Mlsequences. These events will yield but momentary . 
advantages unless supported by vigorous measures in 
future. 

From an assurance that peace is best attained by 
preparations for war, and that in the cabinet of nego- 
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ciatioiis those argiunaits carry widi them the geeatest 
weight which are enforced not only with a retrospect of 
important vict^es, but by a well grounded prospect of 
future successes. We have called upon you for eight 
millions of dollars and for your reqpecdve deficiency of 
the milkary establishment Seven years have nearly 
passed since the sword was first unsheathed The 
sums expended in so long a period in a just and neces- 
sary war must appear moderate, nor can this demand 
for pecuniary aid be deemed exorbitant by those who 
compute the extent of public exigencies and the propor- 
tion of the requisition to the abilities of the states. 
Suppose not that funds exist for our relief beyond the 
limits of these states. As the possessions of the dti* 
zens constitute our natural resomxies, and firom a sense 
of their sufficiency the standard of war was erected 
against Great Britain^ so on them akme we now rely. 
But even if loans were attainable, their amount would 
be merely commensurate with our ability and indina- 
tk>n to repay, and by nothing can both be more satisfac- 
torily evidenced than by a generous exertion amidst tho 
languor of pubfic credit 

Arguing firom the former dilatoriness of supplies, tho 
eaemj after having abandoned serious expectations of 
conquering by arms, anticipate it in imaginati<m firom 
the dissolution of our public credit They cannot, 
however, deny the firmness of the basis of this ccmfed- 
erated country, the firuitfulness of its soil, and tho 
industiy g( its people. 

But the want of money is not the only source of our 



Digitized by 



Google 



1781.] KXECUTITK FROM 1776 TO 178& 299 

difiioiilties, nor do the enemy gadier consolttion from 
the state of finance akme. We are (^stressed by the 
tlunnMs of our battalions, so Tohiefable does the bold-> 
ness of navigation render the very bosom of these states, 
so dispersed in some parts is the popnlation, and so 
rapid oar enemy in transportation, that they seize and 
ezhanst large districts before th^ ravages can be 
checked. The requisition for the completion of yonr 
battalions is therefiMre not only reas<mable but indispen- 
sable. 

Tardiness in the collection of our troops has con* 
stantly encouraged in the enemy a suspicion that 
American opposition is on the decline. Hence money 
from time to time is poured into the coffers of <mr 
enemy, and the lender perhaps is allured by the prospect 
of receiving it with an usurious interest, from the spoils 
of confiscation. 

To whom, then, rather than yourselves, who are 
eaHed to the guardiansUp and sovereignty of your 
country, can these conaderations be addressed t Joint 
laborers as we are in the work of independence, duty 
impels us to admonish you of the crisis. We possess 
no fruub which do not cnriginate with you ; we can 
oommand no levies which are not raised under your 
own acts ; well shall we acquit oorselves to the workl 
sbonhl peace, towards the acqu»ition of which so illus- 
trious a point hath been gained, now escape our 
raEibraces by the inadequacy of 0ipr army or our treas- 
ure ; for an a{^>eal to this exposition of your affiurs wdl 
demonstrate our watchfrdness ci your hapinness. 
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We conjare yoa to remember what confidence we 
shall establish in the breast of that great monardi who 
has become a partjr iu our political welfare, by a bold, 
enei^etic display of omr ability. 

We therefore trust in yonr attention and zeal to avail 
yoorsehres at this impc^rtant crisis of the glorious advan- 
tages lately obtained by a full compliance with the 
requisitions of men and money which we have made to 
you, the necessity of which hath been pointed out to 
us by the maturest consideration on the present circum- 
stances of these United States. 

By order of Congress, 

JOHN HANSON, Preside 
State of New Jersey. 



From Abraham Clark to the Speaker of AjuenMy. 

Philaddpkia, December ITtti, 1781. 
Sir, — Your favor of the 10th to me, and of the 15th 
to the Delegates, enclosing your instructions, were re- 
ceived yesterday by Mr. Govenhoven. The instructions 
were laid before Congress, and the matters therein uiged 
are referred to a committe, and will be duly attended to.: 
Upon receiving the instructions relative to the iskmds 
in the bay and river Delaware, the applications we 
were directed to make we all understood was Amt a set- 
tlement of boundaries agreeable to the confederation ; 
and being informed \)y the delegates of Pennsylvania 
and Delaware that such an expen^ve mode of settle- 
ment might be avoided, as their states would gladty 
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come into the measure. This occasioned oar delaj at 
that time, and also my letter at the first meeting of the 
L^islatore. Hearing nothing from you for some 
weeks, we determined to proceed on the business, which 
I took the liberty to inform you of by letter ; but in 
taking the business up we found ourselves at a loss to 
discover the real wish and intentions of the Legblature, 
as the applications directed were different from the 
mode pointed out in the confederation for settling 
boundaries. This, Mr. Houston engaged to inform you 
o( we never once conceived a thought that you doubted 
your right to the idands contiguous to our shore until 
meeting with Mr. Treat a few days ago, he informed 
me of your doubts in that respect, which are confirmed 
by your letter of the 10th. 

We shall at aU times pay due respect and attention 
to any instructions we may be charged with, at the 
same time think it our indispensable duty to advise you 
of the difficulties that may probably arise in the prose- 
cution. If a title to the islands and a line of jurisdic- 
tion is all that the legislature had in view, they will, I 
presume, be satisfied by Govenhoven that the business 
can only be effected by joint concurrence of the states 
concerned, without any interference of Congress. It 
is however suggested that your real designs were -to 
establish a precedent for Congress to dispose of all 
unappropriated crown lands in the several states. This 
I cannot believe was had in contemplation by you, as 
we had no intimations of it, but whether true or folse 
will be a most effectual bar to our obtaining any grant 
for the following reasons. Most of the states having 
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within their claims large quantities of unappropriated 
lands, will not agree that Congress shall exercise such a 
right unless it be orer such lands as shall be ceded, and 
if our appfication should be considered as a cesaon of 
oar claims to the islands, they will, if they do anything; 
sell them at full value, in which we shall by your ap]^ 
cation lose what we have a just right to by the law of 
nations, and settle no precedent to our advantage, whidi 
you may be assured will be carefully guarded against 
Congress is now represented by only nine states^ the 
jealousies that will arise on an a[^cation for a grant 
will influttice most of the states to oppose it on every 
political principle. Seven states are necessary to coa- 
cur m every question of the smallest moment; in all 
wherein there is any appropriation nine states must 
concur. What chance have we then in the present 
case ! None that I can see but the loss of what we 
have an indubitable right to, and which we have in our 
power to hold the peaceable possession o£ 

As the business before Congress will not at present, 
and for some days to come admit of a cmisideration of 
this matter, we can readily comply with Mr. Covenho- 
ven's desire to let the matter rest for a few days, till you 
can be informed of the above and such other matters 
relative thereto as he will be able to communicate. 

I have the honor to be, with all due respect, sir, your 
obed't humble serv't, 

ABRA. CLARK. 
Hon'e John Mehelm, Esq., Speaker of the Assembly. 

P. S. I wish this representation, might be communi* 
cated to the Council. 
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Circular. 

PhiladelphU, JannaiyaSd, 17». 

Sir, — Although it may be somewhat oat of my 
proymce to address your Excellency on a subject not 
immediately o[ a military nature, yet I consider it to 
nearly connected with, and so essential to, the opera- 
tions under my direction, that I flatter myself that my 
interference will not be deemed impertinent 

Upon apfdying to the superintendent of finances to 
know how fieur I might depend upon him for the pay, 
feeding and clothing of the army for the current year, 
he very candKdly laid open to me the state of our 
moneyed affiurs and convinced me, that akhougfa the 
assistances we had derived from abroad were consider- 
able, yet they would be by no means adequate to our 
expenses. He informed me further that to make up 
the deficiency, the states had been called upon by Con- 
gress for eight millions o{ dollars for the service of the 
year 1782, and showed me the copy of a circular letter 
firom himself to the several legi^tures, in which he 
had so folly and clearly pointed out the necessity of 
a compliance with the requi^tion, that it is needless 
for me to say more on that head, than that I entirely 
concur with him in opinion so for as he has gone into 
the matter. But there are other reasons which could 
not be so well known to him as to me, as having come 
under my observation, and which therefore I shall take 
the liberty to mention. 

Your Excellency cannot but remember the ferment 
into which the whole army was thrown twelve montte 
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ago for the want of pay and a regular supply of cloth- 
ing and provisions, and with how much difficulty they 
were brought into temper by a partial supply of the 
two first and a promise of more regular supplies of all 
in future. Those promises the soldiery now begin to 
claim, and although now we shall be able to satisfy 
them tolerably with respect to clothing, and perfscdy 
with regard to provisions, (if the financier is enabled 
to comply with his contracts,) yet there is no prospect 
of obtaining pay, until a part of the money required 
of the states can be brought into the public treasury. 
You cannot conceive the uneasiness which arises firom 
the want of so essential an article as money, and the 
real difficulties in which the officers in particular, are 
involved on this account The favorable aspect of our 
afiairs, and the hopes that matters are in a train to 
afibrd them relief, contribute to keep them quiet, but I 
cannot answer for the effects of a disappointment 

Enabling the Financier to comply with his contracts 
is a matter of the utmost consequence, the very exist* 
ence of the army depends upon it. Should he fiiil in 
his payments, the contract ceases, and there is no 
alternative leh but to disband or live upon the seizure 
of the neighboring property. The saving to the public 
by feeding an army by contract, is too well known to 
need any illustration, and that alone ought to be a 
sufficient inducement to the states to find die means of 
adhering to it 

It will perhaps be urged that the sum called for is 
immense, and beyond the ability of the country to 
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pay. There is one plain answer to that objection, 
should it be made. It is, if the war is carried on, a 
certain expense must be increased, and that such ex 
pense must be drawn from the people, either by a par- 
tial, cruel, and I may say, illegal seizure of that pro- 
perty, which lays most convenient to the army, or by a 
regular and equitable tax in money or specific articlesi 
Money, if it can be procured, is to be preferred, because^ 
it is neither liable to waste, nor is it expensive in the 
mode of collection or transportation ; whereas, I think 
I may venture to say, that a great proportion of the 
specific articles have been wasted, after the people have 
furnished them; and that the transportation alone of 
what have reached the army, has in numberless instan- 
ces cost more than the value of the articles themselves. 

To bring this war to a speedy and happy conclusion^ 
must be the fervent wish of every lover of his country, 
and sure I am that no means are so likely to efiect 
this, as vigorous preparations for another campaign. 
Whether then we consult our true interests, substantial 
economy, or sound policy, we shall find that relaxation 
and languor are of all things to be avoided. Conduct 
of that kind on our part, will produce firesh hopes and 
new exertions on that of the enemy ; whereby the war, 
which has already held beyond the general expectation, 
may be protracted to such a length, that the people, 
groaning under the burden of it, and despairing of suc-r 
cess, may think any change a change for the better. 

I win close with a request that your Excellency wiH 
be good enough to take the first opportunity of laying 

20 
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these my sentimeDts before the legislature of your state. 
From the attention they have been pleased to pay to 
any former requisitions or representations of mine, I am 
encouraged to hope that the present, which is equally 
important with any I have ever made, will meet with a 
favorable reception. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your Ex- 
cellency's most obed't and h'ble serv't, 

GO WASHINGTON. 

His Excellency, Governor Livingston. 



From General Washington to Governor Livingston. 

Head^iuarters, Philadelphia, Jan. 81, l'i82. 

Sir, — I have the honor of transmitting herewith, ac- 
curate returns of the number of men now in service 
from your state« in order that measures may be tak^i 
for completing the regiments to the foil establishment, 
agreeably to the resolutions of Congress of the 10th of 
December. I cannot omit so favorable an occasion of 
expressing to your Excellency my sentiments on this 
subject, and of entreating in the most earnest manner, 
that there may be a speedy, pointed and effectual com- 
pliance with those requisitions. 

It wiU, I flatter myself, be unnecessary to recapitulate 
all the arguments I made use of in the circular letter I 
had the honor to address to the governors of the seve- 
ral states, at the close of the campaign of 1780, in 
which it must be remembered I took the liber^ to urge, 
from the knowledge I had of our affairs and a series of 
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experience, the policy, the expediency, the necessity of 
recruiting the army, as the only probable means ei 
bringing the war to a speedy and happy conclusion. If 
those argoments had any influence at that time, if the 
consequent exertions were crowned with success, if die 
present crisis exhibits new and more forcible induce- 
ments for still greater efforts, let me pcnnt your Excel* 
lency and the legislature to those considerations, and 
especially let me recommend in the warmest terms, that 
all the fruits of the success which have been obtained 
the last campaign may not be thrown away by an in- 
glorious winter of languor and inactivity. 

However, at this advanced stage of the war it might 
seem to be an insult oa the understanding to suppose a 
long train of reasoning necessary, to prove that a res- 
pectable force in the field is essential to the establish- 
nient of our liberties and independence ; yet as I am 
ai^rehensive the prosperous issue of the combined ope- 
ration in Virginia, may have (as is too common in such 
cases) the pernicious tendency of lulling the country into 
a lethargy of inactivity and security ; and as I feel my 
own reputation, as well as the interest, the honor, the 
^ry and hapjHness of my country intimately concerned 
in the event, I will ask the indulgence to speak the more 
freely on those accounts, and to make some of the ob- 
servations which the present moment seem to suggest. 

That the broken and perplexed state of the enemy's 
affairs, and the successes of the last campaign <m our 
part, ought to be a powerful indtement to vigourous pre- 
parations fw the next ; that unless we strenuously exert 
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ourselves to profit by these successes, we shall not only 
lose all the solid advantages that might be derived firom 
them, but we shall become contemptible in our own 
eyes, in the eyes of our enemies, in the opinion of pos- 
terity and even in the estimation of the whole worid ; 
which will consider us as a nation unworthy of pros- 
perity because we know not how to make a right uae 
of it ; that although we cannot by the best concerted 
plans, absolutely command success ; ahhough the race 
is not always to the swift, or the battle to the strong, 
without presumptuously waiting for miracles to be 
wrought in our favor, it is our indispensable duty 
with the deepest gratitude to Heaven for the past, and 
humble confidence in its smiles on our fiiture operations, 
to make use of all the means in our power for our de- 
fence and security. That this period is particularly 
important; because no circumstances since the com- 
mencement of the war have been so favorable for 
the recruiting service as the present, and because it is 
to be presumed from the iocrease of population and the 
brilliant prospects before us, it is in our power to com- 
plete the army, before the opening of the campaign ; 
that however flattering these prospects may be, much 
still remains to be done, which cannot probably be 
effected, unless the army is recruited to its-establishment ; 
and consequently the continuance or termination of 
the war seem principally to rest on the vigor and decision 
of the states in this interesting point And finally, that 
it is our first object of policy, under every supposable or 
possible case, to have a powerful army in the ficfld, for 
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we mast suppose the enemy are either disposed "* to 
prosecute the war or enter into a negotiation for peace.'' 
There is no other alternative; the former position; a 
respectable army becomes necessary to counteract the 
enemy and to prevent the accumulating expenses of a 
lingering war ; on the latter, nothing but a decidedly 
superior force can enable us boldly to proclaim our 
rights, and dictate the law at the pacification. So that 
whatever may be the disposidpn of the enemy, it is 
evidently our only interest and economy to act libe- 
rally, and exert ourselves greatly during the present 
winter to cutoff at once all the expenses of the war by 
patting a period to it 

And soon might that day arrive, soon might we hope 
to enjoy the blessings of peace, if we could see again 
the same anhnation in the cause of our country inspire 
every breast ; the same passion for fireedom and military 
glory impel our youth to the field, the same disinterest* 
ed patriotism pervade every rank of men, as was con- 
spicuous at the commencement of this glorious revolu* 
tion. And I am persuaded only some great occasion 
wds wanting, such as the present moment exhibits, to 
kindle the latent spark of that patriotic fire into a gen- 
erous flame ; to rouse again the unconquerable spirit of 
liberty, which has sometimes seemed to slumber for 
aidiile, into the full vigor of action. 

I cannot conclude this letter without expresdng my 
fkdl expectation that the several states, animated with 
the noblest principles, and convinced of the policy of 
complying faithfoUy with the requisitions, will be only 
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emuloas wkich shall be foremost in furnishing its 
qnota of men, that the calculation of the numbers 
wanted to fill the deficiency, may be so ample, as, 
(allowing for all the casualties and deductions) will be 
sufficient certainly to complete the battalions ; that the 
measures for this purpose may be so exjdicit, pointed 
and energetic, as wiU inevitably fiimish the recruits in 
season; and that such checks may be established to 
prevent imposition in the quality of the men, that no 
recruits may be accepted, but those who are in fact 
able-bodied and efiective. Should any of a different 
description be sent to the army they must be rejected, 
the expenses thrown away, and the service injurec^ 
tiiough others are required to fill their places ; for it is 
mily deceiving ourselves with having a nominal instead 
of a real force and consuming the public provisions and 
(clothing to no effect, by attempting to impose decrepit 
or improper men or boys upon us as soldiers. 

With the highest respect I have the honor to be, sir, 
your Excellency's most obedient, humble servant, 

G^ WASHINGTON. 

His Excellency, Governor Livingston. 

From General Washington to Governor Livingston. 

Head-Qnarten, Ffailadelphia, March 5th, 178a 

Sir,— The operations of the next campaign being 

contingent, depending in a great degree upon measures 

which are not within my controul, and very much upon 

the plans of the enemy and their effimrts to carry them 
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into execution, it is impossible for me at this time to 
say whether anj or how many militia the states in this 
part of the continent may be called upon to furnish for 
the purposes of the ensuing campaign ; but as I per- 
suade myself it is the wish of every one of them to see 
a vigorous offensive plan prosecuted, with a view of ter- 
minating the war honorably and speedily ; it becomes 
my duty to inform that, the continental force (admitting 
the battalions should be completed) aided by any auxil- 
iary troops that I have any expectations of, is totally 
inadequate to the first and great object which presents 
itself to our view ; and therefore it may be essential to 
my future plan that the executive powers of the states 
should be (if they are not so ahready) vested with suffi- 
cient authority to call forth, properly equipped, such a 
body of militia as the exigencies of the service may 
require ; — the demand will not be made but in case of 
necessity, and will be postponed as long as possible. 
The consequences therefore of the want of such powers, 
or of the delay occasioned by calling an Assembly, in 
such an emergency might prove fatal to our operations, 
and injurious to our cause. 

I need not add how much it b my wish and desire, 
and how much the public interest will be promoted by 
it, that the continental regiments should be completed — 
every man of which these are deficient will add to the 
draughting and doubly to the public expenses — ^while 
these troops wiU not be so competent to the purposes 
for which they are wanted, to say nothing of the disad- 
vantages which agriculturers and manufacturers will 



Digitized by 



Google 



312 CORRESPONDENCE OF THE NEW JERSEY [1782. 

sustain by having the laborers and artisans called off 
from their work. 

I would beg leave to suggest that the longer term the 
militia can be drawn out for, the more beneficial and 
less expensive will their services be ; and that, in case 
of a siege, they ought to be engaged during th^ con- 
tinuance of it, or until relieved by an equal number, so 
that the operating strength may not be diminished at a 
critical moment, when it may be most wanted. 

I have the honor to be, with the greatest respect and 
esteem, your Excellency's most obedient servant, 

G^ WASHINGTON. 
His Excellency, Governor Livingston. 



From General Washington to Governor Livingston. 

Head-Qnarten, May 4di, 1782. 

Sir, — I find myself arrived at that period at which I 
hoped to have seen the battalions of the several states 
completed to their full establishment, in conformity to 
the requisitions of Congress of December last 

From the returns of recruits which I have been able 
to obtain, I am very sorry to observe that my expecta- 
tions in this respect are almost totally disappointed. 

All my accounts from Europe concur in declaring 
that the British king and ministry are still determined ^ 
to prosecute the war. It becomes therefore our decided 
duty to be prepared for these hostile intentions in what- 
ever way they are to be carried into execution, to do 
which our utmost exertions will be called for. You 
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will suffer me therefore to intreat that if your state have 
any expectations from the military operations of this 
season, not another moment may be lost in providing 
for and carrying into most effectual execution the full 
completion of their battalions. It is scarcely necessary 
to mform you that on this expectation all my calcula- 
tions must be formed, and on this event will depend all 
the hopes of the ensuing campaign. 

My intelligence of the actual aid which we may 
expect from our allies, is not so explicit as to lead me to 
decide absolutely on the mode of operations for the 
campaign, but were our expectations of support from 
that quarter ever so promising, yet from the negligence 
and languor of the s^tes from whence our own exertions 
are to spring, I am not at this day enabled to give any 
assurance of our being prepared to co-operate with our 
allies in any great objects, equal to their expectations or 
our own ability. 

I am sorry to acquaint your Excellency that I have 
the best authority to inform you that the court of France 
is much dissatisfied with this want of vigor in the states, 
and with that disposition which appears willing at 
least, if not desirous, to cast all the burden of the 
American war upon them. Waving the justice and 
impolicy of such a temper (which to me appear very 
conspicuous) how humiliating is the idea of placing 
upon others our dependence iot support beyond that 
point which absolute necessity dictates. How discour- 
aging to our alUes, and how dishonorable to ourselves, 
must be our want of vigor and utmost exertion at a 
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time when if we are not wanting to ourselves oar 
prospects are the fairest that our wishes could extend to. 

I am sorry to find from the proceedings of the several 
states, that their calculations of deficiencies, formed on 
application made to the towns who fiirnish the men, are 
greatly different from the returns sent from the army. 
I forbear to mention many reasons which might be 
assigned to produce this difierence, and which in my 
opinion originate principally within the states, and will 
content myself with this one observation, that should 
the states deceive themselves in this respect and fail to 
furnish the expected force in the field, they will not only 
cast an essential injury on the army, but the unhappy 
consequences of a failure in our military operations will ' 
reverberate upon themselves, whilst recrimination will 
have no effect towards alleviating our protracted mis- 
fortunes and distress. 

Although money matters are not within the line of 
my duty, yet as they are so intimately connected with 
all military operations, and being lately informed by the 
financier, in answer to some small requisitions on him, 
that he has not yet received one penny in money from 
any one state upon the requisition for the 8,000,000 
dollars, but that on the contrary some states are devising 
ways to draw from him the small sums he has been 
able otherwise to obtain, and that he is now but scarcely 
able to feed the army from hand to mouth :— -I cannot 
forbear to express my apprehensions from that quarter; 
and to urge with all the warmth of zeal and earnestness 
that most pointed and spirited attention of your state to 
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the actual raising and collecting their proportion of the 
mentioned requisition. Upon the present plan of non- 
compliance to requisitions for men and supplies, let me 
seriously ask your Excellency how is it possible to sup- 
port an army in money or recruits 1 how is it possible for 
us to continue the war t to what a wretched state must 
we soon be reduced 1 how dangerous is it to suffer our 
affairs to run at hazard t and to depend upon contingen- 
cies. To what do the present measures tend, but to the 
utter ruin of that cause which we hare so long and so 
nobly supported, and to crush all the fair hopes which the 
present moment places before us, were we only to exert 
the power and abihties with which Providence has so 
hountifuUy blessed this country. But if the states will 
not impose, or do not collect and apply, taxes for the 
support of the war, the sooner we make terms the 
better. The longer we continue a feeble and inefiect- 
ual war, the greater will be our distress at the hour of 
submission. For my own part I am fully conrinced 
that without the means of execution no officer, who- 
ever he may be, who is placed at the head o[ the 
military department can be answerable for the success 
of any plans he may propose or agree to. Upon this 
subject I win only add that from past experience and 
present prospects I am persuaded that if the states 
would furnish the supplies agreeable to late requisitions, 
and would suffer the pay, clothing and subsistence of 
the army to go through one common channel, that two 
thirds of their former expenses would be saved, and 
many partialities, discontents and jealousies which 
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now subsist would be removed, and an establishment ol 
order, regularity and harmony in our public affidrs 
would take place, which cannot arise from the present 
disjointed and different systems of finance which are 
adopted by separate states. 

While acting in my military capacity I am sensible 
of the impropriety of stepping into the lines of cirfl 
polity. My anxiety for the general good, and an 
earnest desire to bring this long protracted war to a 
happy issue, — ^when I hope to retire to that peaceful state 
of domestic pleasure from whence the call of my coun^ 
try has brought me to take an active part, and to which 
I most ardently wish a speedy return, — I hope will fiur- 
I nish my excuse with your Excellency and the legisla*^ 
tu^e when I request your pardon for this trespass. 

If I should have occasion for the militia of your 
state, the call will be sudden, and their movements must 
be rapid, otherwise great expense will accrue and dis- 
grace and disappointment will ensue. For these 
reasons I beg leave to recall your Excellenc/s atten- 
tion to my letter of the 6th March last, and to pray 
most earnestly that every previous arrangement may be 
taken to facilitate their march when requested. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your Excellency's most 
obedient servant, 

GO WASHINGTON. 
His Excellency, Gov'r LivifrosTOfr. 
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From General Washington to Grovemor Livingston. 

May 8di, 1782. 
Sir, — Since writing the above I have been furnished 
with sundry English and New York papers containing 
the last intelligence from England, with the debates of 
Parliament upon several motions respecting the Ameri- 
can war. Lest your Excellency may not have been 
fevored with so full a sight of these papers as I have 
been, I take the liberty to mention that I have perused 
these debates with great care and attention, with a view 
if possible to penetrate their real design. And upon 
the most mature deliberation I am obhged to declare it 
as my opinion that the measure in all its views, so fiur as 
it respects America, is merely delusory, having no 
serious intent to admit our independence, but is calcu- 
lated to produce a change of ministers, to quiet the 
minds of their own people, and reconcile them to a 
continuance of the war,— -and is meant to amuse this 
country with a £Bilse idea of peace to draw us off from 
our connection with France, and to lull us into a state 
of security and inactivity, which taking place, the min- 
istry will be left to prosecute the war in other parts of 
the world with greater vigor and effect 

Your Excellency will permit me on this occasion to 
observe that if even the naticm and parliament are 
realfy in earnest to obtain peace with America, it will 
undoubtedly be wisdom in us to meet them with great 
caution and circumspection, and by all means to keep 
our arms firm in our hands, and instead of relaxing one 
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iota in our exertions, rather to spring forward with 
redoubled vigor, that we may take advantage of everj 
favorable opportunity, until our wishes are fully obtained. 
No nation ever suffered in treaty by preparing even in 
the hour of negotiation most vigorously for the field. 

The industry which the enemy are using to propa- 
gate these pacific reports is to me a very suspicious 
circumstance, and the eagerness witii which the people 
as I aqi informed are catching at them, is in my opinion 
equally dangerous. 

I am your Excellenc/s most obed't servant, 

GO WASHINGTON. 
His Excellency, Govem(Mr Livingston. 

From Robert Marru to Governor LwingsUm. 

Office of Finance, Jolj 39di, 1783. 
Sir, — Finding that several states are still in the habit 
of making partial payments to their troops, as well a» of 
expending monies for the purchase of clothing, it be- 
comes my duty to inform yon that the requisitionB for 
the service the current year included both the pay amd 
clothing of the continental army. Any paym^iti 
which the several states may think proper to make, or 
any expenditures for clothing or the like, cannot be 
admitted in deduction firom the quota assigned them. 
It becomes necessary for many reasons which I wiU not 
trouble your Excettsncy with the enomeratioii of, tktt 
nothing be reoeived firom the states but money. This 
akme can prevent those intricate accounts wfakk hMi« 
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erto have involved every thing in a labarynth of con- 
fusion. Had the states complied with the requisitions 
made on them for the current service in any degree 
proportionate either to the magnitude and urgency of 
the occasion, we should ere this have had the pleasure 
of knowing that omr army enjoyed all the emoluments 
they have a right to ask for. I take the liberty to add 
that it would be proper to canse accounts to be trans- 
mitted to the Paymaster General as speedily as possible 
of what has been advanced for pay, that he may at 
least prevent a double credit for the same sums. With 
respect to the pay which may have become due anteri- 
orly to the first day of January 1782, it will become a 
part of that debt from the United States, for the funding 
of which revenues will be required from the several 
states, so soon as Congress shall have digested their re- 
lutions on that subject. 

I have on many occasions delivered the sentiments 
contained above to several of the states, as circumstan- 
ces called or occasion required, but it appears necessary 
to make the formal communication to all, and there- 
fore I must pray your Excellency to excuse my repeti- 
tions which may have happened. 

Before I close this letter I must observe, sir, that of 
four millions payable according to the requisitions of 
Congress, by the first instant, I did not receive forty- 
thousand dollars. Judge then of die anticipations 
which were necessary to bring us where we are. Judge 
of the situation in which we are placed ; and be not 
surprised at any consequences which may follow firom 
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that universal neglect which is alike onaccoontable and 
inexcusable. 

I have the honor to be, with very great respect, sir, 
your Excellency's most obedient and humble servant, 

ROBT MORRIS. 
His Excellency, Governor of New Jersey. 



From Robert Morris to Governor Livingston. 

Office of Fimmce, dOth July, 1782. 
Sir, — I do myself the honor to enclose the extract of a 
letter received from a confidential correspondent in one 
of the United States. The evil there mentioned is of 
so dangerous a nature, that should it prevail in any de- 
grees the consequences may be fatal. I know that the 
selfish spirit there complained of is but top prevalent, 
and it is not very long since I bore my testimony against 
it, from a just apprehension that the safety of our country 
might be thereby endangered. If it is of consequence 
that a war which has cost ahready so much blood and 
treasure, be safely and honorably concluded, it must be 
vigorously prosecuted. If it is to be vigorously prose- 
cuted, the means must be granted. If the means are 
to be granted, the several states must contribute speedily 
and effectually. If one has a right to prefer local to 
general interests, others have the same right If one 
exercise that privilege, so may aU, and if all do there is 
an end of our efforts. Congress had foreseen the dan- 
ger and called on the states to provide for collecting the 
continental separate from the state taxes. Since this 
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lias not been done perhaps the reasons of the refusal 
may account for the facts stated in the extract. I 
must pray of your Excellency to provide such remedy 
to anything of this sort which may exist in your state, 
as shall be within your power, and that you will urge 
the legislature to make that solid provision which can 
alime prevent it in future. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your Excellency's most 
obedient and humble servant, 

ROB'T MORRIS. 
His Excellency, Grovemor Livingston. 

[Extract Enclosed.] 

" The Assembly when diey granted a tax for conti- 
nental purposes, direct the collection through the same 
channels in which state taxes are coHected ; this in most 
instances makes the same person collector both of the 
state and continental tax, and the executions to enforce 
both the one and the other, issue from the same person, 
viz. the treasurer of the state ; the consequence is that 
a preference will be given to taxes for state purposes ; 
and if no urgent necessity requires issuing executions 
for state taxes, there will be danger of delaying the ex- 
ecution of the continental taxes, and the more popular 
the government is, the greater will their danger be 
increased ; and whenever the same person is in arrear 
on different taxes, he will apply all his collections 
to that which will give him the Icmgest time to col- 
lect in. 

I should not have troubled you on this subject, but I 
21 
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see the collectors in this state of the continental taxes 
are, in general, in arrear on every state tax granted 
since 1776, and to my full sadsfiaction are applying the 
monies collected on the continental taxes to the paying 
arrears of their old state tax, by which means you will 
be postponed to all the state dues, and be defeated of 
your just expectation, unless some remedy be imme- 
diately applied." 



.Fr^tt Abraham Clark to Joseph Cooper, 

Philadelphia, September IBtfa, 1782. 
Sir, — The legislature of Pennsylvania have ap- 
pointed Judge Bryan, Mr. Bingham, and Mr. Gray, 
Commissioners for dividing the islands and settling the 
jurisdiction of the river Delaware, but have not com- 
pleted their instructions which are now under conside- 
ration. As our legislature will meet this week, they 
will, it is presumed, instruct their commissioners; which 
appears necessary, as their appointment does not appear 
to convey any power more than obtaining information 
and reporting the same ; this may also be necessary to 
undergo a revision. The business may be easily ac- 
complished if two matters can be agreed to. One is 
a reciprocal jurisdiction on the navigable part of the 
Delaware ; this I mentioned to you as in my opinion 
necessary, since which I am told the same sentiments 
prevail here. This is intended to grant jurisdiction 
to each state over vessels belonging to the same, and 



Digitized by 



Google 



1782.] EXECUTIVE FROM 1776 TO 1786. 323 

oyer persons going therefrom to the other, while on the 
river. The other matter is the island opposite to Phil- 
adelphia, which I beUeve will be strong|ly insisted upon 
to belong to them, and I can see no reason for rejecting 
their claim, as it is of importance to them and noi^e to 
us, unless we should wish to have it purely to injure 
Pennsylvania, without any advantage resulting to New 
Jersey. In this settlement I consider the island as be- 
longing to no state, and the convenience of both must 
be attended to. No difficulQr, I beUeve, will attend the 
division of the other islands; and I suppose some 
equivalent might be obtained for the island above allu- 
ded to. 

These matters I mention to you to obtain instructions 
thereon from the legislature when they meet, as other- 
wise we should be at a loss how to conduct 

I hope you will communicate this to Dr. Henderson 
and consult him previous to any communication to the 
legislature. 

I must inform you that what I have said respecting 
the desires or intentipns of Pennsylvania, I have not 
learned from the commissioners, but from other gentle- 
men who have conversed with me upon the subject,, 
but who, I believe, delivered the sentiments of the 
commissioners. 

Delaware had instructed their delegates respecting 
the islands and jurisdiction of the Delaware, which 
upon examination do not appear to convey powers ne- 
cessary for effecting anything. The proceedings of our 
legislature I have communicated to Governor Dickinson 
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who promiped to lay the same before the legislature oi 
Delaware at their meeting this fall 
I am, sir, your hmnble servant, 

ABRA. CLARK. 
Joseph Cooper, Esq. 

From Abraham Clark to the Speaker of the Assembly. 

Pbiladelphia, September 26di, 1783. 
Sir, — I find myself obliged to mention to yonr hon- 
orable House, my concern for the present state of the 
old emissions of paper money, as the public in general, 
and New Jersey in particular, may be greatly affected 
by it This money I have reason to believe hath been 
purchased by foreigners as a matter of speculation, and 
may one day be demanded of us by the nations to 
which they belong, to redeem as good, upon the suppo- 
sition it was received as such, the contrary of which 
cannot perhaps be proved. This is not all; New 
Hampshire some how or other collected into their trea- 
sury five millions of dollars more than their quota to 
sink ; Massachusetts and Rhode Island have also a large 
.-surplusage in their sutes if not in their treasuries. 
They request that we receive such surplusage crediting 
them either at the rate of forty to one in specie, or at the 
rate the same passed when received, which might be 70 
or 75, and charge such 'sum in specie at that rate upon 
the delinquent states. Nothing of this kind, though 
attempted, hath been done by Congress, perhaps it 
never may, but while matters rest as a^ {nresent, a gen- 



Digitized by 



Google 



1782.] EXECUTIVE FROM 1776 TO 1786. 326 

eral discontent prerails to the eastward, so far as to 
threaten a sto[^age of taxes on that accoont. I find 
by the treasury books that New Jersey is credited for 
6,334,335 dollars, paid in and sunk ; exclusive of this 
were 6,196 dollars count^eit sent back to the law 
officer ; as also 554f{- dollars, noted as improper money 
to be sent back. Thus much I thought proper to 
inform o( that the legislature may know how much of 
the quota o( our state remains unsunk, in order that 
such further measures may be pursued as the interest 
and circumstances of the state may require. 

I wished to have it in my power to transmit the 
exact state of the public debts afaready funded, but as 
the accounts now making out are not yet completed, I 
can say no more on diat subject than that the domestic 
k>ans are completed at something upwards of twelve 
milfions o( specie; the foreign loans computed at 
twenty-eight millions of livres. I must also take the 
liberty of mentioning a matter which greatly embar- 
rasses Congress, I mean that relative to the half-pay ctf 
officers. This was engaged by Congress previous to 
the final ratification of the confederation, but not 
agreed to by the number of states, as became necessary 
for such a measure after that event took place. The 
New England states positively refuse a compliance. 
The delegates of New Jersey are also restrained by 
the sense of legislature long since expressed. Five 
states are sufficient to prevent any appropriations of 
money for that purpose, which requires the concurrence 
of nine states. In this affair the disagreeing states do 
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do not mean to commit snch a breach of public faith 
as to deprive the officers of their just dues ; all desired 
is, that the officers may be referred to their respective 
states to receive their paj, or such other compensation 
as the legislature may judge proper, without making 
the same a continental charge. 

Each state taking upon themselves the satisfying their 
own officers, this will be just in many respects, and I 
believe will give satisfaction to the officers, for it cannot 
be supposed the legislatures will refuse justice to their 
own citizens; and by this measure they can secure 
the application of their own money. States which 
have been multiplying their officers and send little or 
no money into the public treasury, wishing to draw 
pensions for their citizens from the other states, will of 
tourse be opposed to this measure. This subject I 
hope wiH be duly considered by the legislature, and 
their opinion therein communicated to their delegates. 

The representation of the legislature brought by CoL 
ElUs was presented this morning, and referred to the 
superintendent of finance, who I have requested to 
consider and report thereon as soon as possible. 

I |have the honor to be, sir, your obedient, humble 
servant, 

ABRA. CLARK. 
Hon'ble John Mehelm, Esq., Speaker of the Assembly. 



Digitized by 



Google 



1782.] EXECUTIVE PROM 1776 TO 1786. 327 

From Dr. Franklin to Robert Morris. 

Passy, Deo. 14tfa, 1782. 
SiE,— I received duly your several letters of Sept 
25th, 27th, 28th, and 30th, October 1st, 5th, 7th, all by 
C apt. Barney, and Oct. 27th since. I immediately made 
the application so strongly pressed by the Congress for 
a loan of four millions dollars. I annexed to my 
memoir the resolves of Congress, with copies and 
extracts of your several letters and those of Mr. Liv- 
ingston upon the subject, all of which appeared to me 
extremely well written for enforcing the request I was 
at first told that it would be a difficult thing to furnish 
such a sum at present, but it should be considered. It 
was much wondered that no letters were brought by 
the Washington for ^M. le Comte de Virg^uies, as 
several were come to the Secretary o( War, M. de 
Segur, and to the Marquis de Castries, Secretary of 
the Marine ; and the next time I waited on the minister 
I was told that nothing could be done till the dis* 
patches firom M. de la Luzerne were received. I 
enquired of Capt Barney, who told me he believed M. 
de Forest had them, who left him to go for Paris by 
way of Nantes. M. de Forest was a week or ten days 
before he arrived at Paris, and he had not the dis- 
patches. After a fortnight had thus passed, I sent Capt 
Barney down to seardi for them in his ship ; he there 
found them, and in about eight days more diey arrived 
and were delivered. I have since continually pressed 
for a favorable answer. The Marquis de la Fayette 
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has likewise been importunate, but we coald onlj learai 
that there was yet no decision. The negotiadcms for 
peace were going on, and I ascribed the delay pardy to 
the uncertainty of the event, which might make a less 
sum sufficient if it succeeded, or a greater necessary if 
the war was still to be continued. I believe, too, that 
the new loan meditated for this government, but not 
ascertained, might occasion some suspension. But 
whatever are the causes, the fact is, that though I un- 
derstand we are to be aided, I am still ignorant what 
the quantum will be or when it can be obtained. I 
have detained Capt Barney, hoping that he might 
carry a part of it, but seeing that so very uncertain, the 
commissioners for the treaty here ui^e me to send him 
away with the preliminary articles, and take some odwr 
opportunity of sending money when we get it Per- 
haps we can make use <^ the Alliance, which is now 
out upon a cruize. 

Of the amount of Mr. Adams' loan in Holland, I 
have no certain account He thinks it may be between 
15 and 1,700,000 florins. Mr. Grand has obtained a 
part of it to pay the interest of the Dutch loan, which 
is done. But he will acquaint you better the state of 
his funds than I can do. He tells me he will restate 
his accounts as you desire. 

The shipping of the stores firom Brest is whoUy in 
die hands of Mr. Barclay. He will likewise take care 
of those which are unloaded out of the three tran^MMts 
at Rochefort that were to have gone with convoy in 
May last» and have ever since been detained diere ua- 
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accoantablj, which I did not know till lately. The 
firar Jamaica ships brooght in bj the Alliance will fur- 
nish him with money for paying charges. 

The accounts of goods bought to replace the Fay- 
ette's cargo having been sent you by several opportuni- 
ties, I hope you have them before this time. 

I am extremely glad to be freed from your money 
accounts, and the payment of bills. And I hope this 
will be the last application I shall be chained with to 
borroi^. In a former letter I requested you to be my 
attorney, to receive and remit my salary, which I now 
repeat The friends of the Due de Lauzun, who is an 
officer in the French army, having occasion to send him 
some money, requested me to frimish bills. To oblige 
them I gave a draft on you for six thousand livres, 
which I request you will honor, and deduct the same 
out of my salary. Methinks Mr. Grand should have 
some general order to defray the contingent expenses of 
your ministers. I am concemed^hat the resolution of 
appcnnting some person to settle all our accounts in 
Europe has not yet been carried into execution. They 
certainly cannot so well be settled in America, and I 
shall think it hard after I am out of place to be detained 
here on that account for years like poor unhappy Deane, 
who, by the way, is I think in that respect hardly dealt 
with. Settlement of accounts and payment of just 
balances is due even between enemies. 

I know not where the Virgmia stores lie ; I will 
enquire and acquaint Mr. Barclay with your resokition 
concerning them, which I think very prudent Penet, 
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who was employed by that state as an agent to borrow 
money here, is broke and absconded His creditors are 
all worrying me with their complaints, who have 
nothing to do with his affairs. I have long since men* 
tioned the inconvenience of the attempts of separate 
states to borrow money in Europe. They have hart 
our credit and produced nothing. We have put faith 
in every adventurer who pretended to have influence 
here, and who when he arrived had none but what 
our appointment gave him. I congratulate hn the 
tokens o( approaching peace. I wish nothing may 
happen to prevent it. 

With sincere and great esteem I am, sir, your most 
obedient and most humble servant, 

B. FRANKLIN. 
Hon'ble Robt. Morris, Esq. 



From Robert R. Litmgsion to Governor Livingston. 

Philaddphia, March 18di, 1788. 
Sir, — Congress a few days since directed me to 
transmit to your Excellency a copy of the provisional 
treaty of peace between the United States and Great 
Britain. I should done it at an earlier day widMmt any 
particular direction, had not an order passed in Con* 
gress for furnishing the Delegates of each state with a 
copy, that it might be transmitted through them. Id 
conformity to the second direction, I have the honor to 
enclose a copy, though I have no doubt that I have 
been already anticipated by that forwarded by the del- 
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egates of your state. Yet, sir, this letter may DOt be 
entirely useless when it assures you that the conclusion 
of the treaty is very uncertain. My public letters are 
of such a nature as not to free me from apprehensions 
that Britain still seeks rather to divide her enemies 
than to be reconciled to them, though this suspicion 
may not perhaps be well founded, yet such conduct is 
so conformable to the general tenor of British councils, 
to the character of the king and his first minister, that 
it is at least the part of prudence to be upon our guard 
against it 

But whatever their intentions may be, the peace must 
still depend upon so many contingencies that no prepa* 
pation for another campaign should be omitted on our 
part, none is neglected by our antagonist. They have 
voted one hundred and ten thousand seamen for the 
ensuing year. France continues her preparations, and 
will not close th# war till she can obtain honorable 
terms for her allies. But little progress was made in 
their negotiations when my letters were written. 

Count de Vergennes has thought it prudent to advise 
Congress of this circumstance, that they might be pre- 
pared for every event I communicate it to your Ex- 
cellency with similar views. I doubt not you wiH 
avail yourself of this information to urge the state in 
which you preside, to take such measures that they may 
not be found unprovided in case our hopes of peace 
should be frustrated. 

It would give me pleasure to learn the measures that 
have been adopted, in consequence of the requisition 
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made in mj letters to jour Excellencj, or your prede- 
cessors in office at different periods, rdative to my de- 
partment and mxnre particularly to recmve the accounts 
so frequently called for of the damage done by the 
enemy in your state. I have reason to think had it 
been furnished in time, it might have been of singular 
use to our ministers, and perhaps hare tended to obtain 
some reUef for the sufferers. It may not yet come too 
late to be useful, let me pray your Excellency to take 
measured for furnishing three authentic copies by the 
earliest opportunity. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your Ex- 
cellency's most obed't humble servant, 

ROBT. R. LIVINGSTON. 
His Excellency, Wm, Livingston. 



From Robert Morris to Oowmor Lwingston. 

Office of Finance, Jane Sth, 1783. 
Sir, — Congress having directed a very considerable 
part of the army to be sent home cm furlough, I am 
pressed exceedingly to make a payment of three months' 
wages, and I am very desirous to accomjdish it ; but the 
want of money compeb me to an anticipation on the 
taxes by making this payment in notes. To render this 
mode tolerably just or useful, the notes must be punc- 
tually discharged when they hU due, and my depend- 
ance must be on the money to be received of the several 
states on the requisitions for the last and present yeat 
I hope the urgency of the case will produce the desired 
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exertioiis, and finally enable me to preserve the credit 
and honor oi the federal government 

I have the honor to remain yonr Excellency's most 
obedient and very humble servant, 

ROBT MORRIS. 
His Excellency, the Governor of New Jersey. 

From Cfeneral Wcuhington to the President of 
Congress. 

Head-Qnartm, June lib, 178& 
Sir, — I have the honor to enclose to your Excel- 
lency the copy of an address to me from the Generals 
and officers commanding regiments and corps, together 
with my answer to them. These enclosures will ex- 
plain the distresses which resulted from the measures 
now canying into execution., in consequence of the 
resolutions of Congress of the 26th of May ; but the 
sensibility occasioned by a parting scene under such 
peculiar circumstances will not admit of description. 

The two subjects of complaint with the army, ap- 
pear to be the delay of the three months' pay, which 
had been expected, and the want of a settlement of ac* 
counts. I have thought myself authorized to assure 
them Congress had and would attend to their grievan- 
ces, and have made some little variation respecting ftur- 
loughs from what was at first proposed. The Secretary 
at War will be able to explain the reason and propriety 
of this alteration. 
While I consider it a tribute of justice on this oeca- 
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sion to mention the temperate and orderly behavior of 
the whole army, and particularly the accommodating 
spirit of the officers, in arranging themselves to the com- 
mand of the battalions which will be composed of the 
three years men, permit me to recall to mind all the 
former sufferings and merits, and to recommend the 
reasonable requests to the early and favourable notice 
of Congress. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest respect, your 
obed't servant, 

G^ WASHINGTON. 
His Excellency, the President of Congress. 

General W. Heath, in hehalf of the Generals^ ijjr., to 
General Washington — enclosed in the foregoing. 

Sir, — It is difficult for me to express the regret we 
feel at being obliged again to solicit your Excellency's 
attention and patronage. Next to the anguish which 
the prospect of our own wretchedness excites in our 
breasts, is the pain which arises from a knowledge of 
your anxiety on account of those men who have been 
the sharers of your fortunes, and have had the honor of 
being your companions through the various vicissitudes 
of the war, Nothing therefore but necessity could in- 
duce us to a representaticm which we know must give 
you concern. 

Your Excellency has so intimate a knowledge of the 
condition of the army as to render a particular delinea- 
tion unnecessary. As you have been a witness of our 
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safferings daring a war uncommon in its nature and 
unparalleled in many circumstances attending it, so jou 
are now, sir, no less a witness of the unequal burthen 
which has fallen upon us from the want of that provis- 
ion to which, from our assiduous and unremitting servi- 
ces, we conceive we are entitled. Having recently 
expressed our sense of what was due to our distress ; 
having repeated, from your Excellency, the confidence 
we had that our accounts would he liquidated, the bal- 
ances ascertained, and adequate funds provided for 
payment previous to our being dispersed or disbanded ; 
having seen with pleasure the approbation which Con- 
gress gave of our reUance, it is with a mixture of as- 
tonishment and chagrin that we view the late resolve 
of Congress, by which the soldiers for the war, and a 
proportionate number of officers are to be furloughed, 
without any one of those important objects being ac- 
complished :«— and to complete the scene of woe, are to 
be compelled to leave the army without the means of 
defraying the debts we have necessarily incurred in the 
course of service, or even of gratifying those menials in 
the pittance which is their due, much less to carry with 
us that support and comfort to our families of which 
from our long military services they have been deprived. 
No lesd exposed then* to the insults of the meanest 
followers of the. army, than to the arrests of the sheriif, 
deprived of the abiUty to assist our fieunilies, and v^rjyth- 
out an evidence thaf anything is due to us, for our 
services, and consequently without the least jMospect of 
obtaining credit for even a temporary subsistence until 
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we can get into business. To what quarter can we 
look ! We take the liberty to say, sir, only to your 
Excellency ; and from the sincerity of onr hearts, we 
do it no less from a persuasion of the efficiency of your 
farther efforts in our frivor, than from the kind assu- 
rance you have been pleased to give us of your sup- 
port 

To your Excellency, then, we make our appeal, and 
in the most solemn manner, from that abhorrence of 
oppression and injustice which first unsheathed onr 
swords ; from the remembrance of the common dangers 
through whidi we have passed, and from the recdlec- 
lection of those astonishing events whidi have been 
effected by our united efforts; permit us to solicit your 
further aid, and to entreat that the order of the 2d 
instant, founded on the act of Congress of the 26th of 
May last, may be suspended or varied in its operations^ 
so frir as that no officer or soldier be obliged to receive 
a furlough. untU that honorable body can be apprized of 
the wretdied situation into which the army must be 
plunged by a conformi^ to it ; — ^that your Excellency 
will endeavor to [urevail on Congress— nay that on the 
principles of -common justice you will insist, that neither 
officer nor soklier be compelled to leave the field until a 
liquidation of accounts can be effected, till the balances 
are ascertained, certificates for the sums due given, — ^in- 
cluding the commutadon of half pay to the officers, and 
the gratuity of eighty dollars to the soldiers, and tiD a 
supply of money can be furnished sufficient to carry us 
from the field of glory with hon<nr to ourselves, and 
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credit to our conntry. We stiU wish to believe that 
that coontry to which we have been so long devoted, 
will never look with indifference on the distresses of 
those of her sons who have so essentially contribnted 
to the establishment of freedom, the security of pro- 
perty, and the rearing of an empire* 

In the name and behalf of the generals and officers 
commanding regiments and corps in the cantonmeiit of 
Hudson River, 

I have the honor to be your Excellency's most obe- 
dient and humble servant, 

W. HEATH, Major General 

His Excellency, Gen. Washington. 



From General Washington to General Heathy en- 
closed in the foregoing Letter to the President of 
Congress. 

Head-Qnorten, June eth, 1783. 
Sir, — Belbre I make a reply to the subject of the 
address of the generals and officers commanding the 
regiments and corps of the army presented by yourself 
yesterday, I entreat that those gentlemen will accept 
my warmest acknowledgements for the confidence they 
have been pleased to repose in me. They may re8( 
assured it shall never be abused, and I beg they will be 
persuaded that as no man can possibly be better ao» 
quainted than I am with the past merits and services of 
the army, so no one can possibly be more strongly im- 
pressed with their present ineligible situation, fee] a 

22 
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keener sensibility at their distresses, or more ardently 
desire to alleviate or remove them. Bat it would be 
unnecessary perhaps to enter into a detail of what I 
have done, and what I am still attempting to do in order 
to assist in the accomplishment of this interesting par- 
pose. Let it be sofficient to observe, I do not yet 
despair of success, for I am perfectly ccmvinced the 
states cannot, without involving themselves in national 
bankruptcy and ruin, refuse to comply with the requisi- 
sitions of Congress, who, it must be acknowledged, have 
done everything in their power .to obtain ample and 
compleat justice for the army, and whose great object in 
the present measure undoubtedly was by a reduction 
of expenses, to enable the financier to make three 
months' payment to the army, which, on all hands, has 
been agreed to be absolutely and indispensably neces- 
sary. To explain this matter I beg leave to insert an 
extract of a letter from the Superintendent of Finance, 
dated the 29th ultimo. 

^ It is now above a month since the committee con- 
ferred with me on that subject, and I then told them no 
payment could be made to the army, but by means of 
a paper anticipation, and unless our expenditures were 
immediately and considerable reduced, even that could 
not be done. Our expenditures have nevertheless been 
continued, and our revenues lessen, the states grow- 
ing daily more and more remiss in their collections ; the 
consequence is, that I cannot make payment in die 
manner first intended, the notes issued for diis purpose 
would have been payable at two, four, and six months 
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from the dates, but at present they will be at six inoQths^ 
and even that will soon become impracticable, unless 
our expenses are immediately curtailed. I shall cause 
such notes to be issued for three months' pay to the 
army, and I must entreat, sir, that every influence be 
used with the states to absorb them» together with my 
other engagements, by taxation." 

Three days ago a messenger was despatched to me 
to urge the necessity of forwarding these notes with 
the greatest possible expedition. Under this state of 
circumstances I need scarcely add, the expenses of 
every day feeding the army will increase very consid^ 
rably the inability of the public to discharge the debts 
already incurred, at least for a considerable time to 
come. 

Although the officers of the army very well know my 
official situation ; that I am only a servant of the pub- 
lic, and that it is not for me to dispense with orders 
which it is my duty to carry into execution; yet as 
furloughs in all services are considered as a matter of 
indulgence and not of compulsion; as Congress, I am 
persuaded, entertain the best disposition toward the 
army, and as I apprehend in a very short time the two 
principal articles of complaint will be removed, — ^until 
the further pleasure of Congress can be known I shall 
not hesitate to comply with the wishes of the army,--* 
under these reservations only, that officers sufficient to 
conduct the men who choose to receive furloughs will 
attend them either on furlough or by detacfemeiit The 
propriety and necessity of this measure must be obvious 
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to all ; it need not therefore be enforced And with 
r^ard to the non-commissioned officers and privates, 
SQch as from a peculiarity of circumstances wish not to 
receive furloughs at this time, will give in their names 
by 12 o'clock to-morrow to the commanding officers of 
their regiment, that, on a report. to the adjutant-general, 
an equal number of men engaged for three years may 
be fnrloughed, which will make the saving of expenses 
exactly the same to the public. 

I cannot but hope the notes will soon arrive ; and 
that the settlement of accounts may be compleated by 
the assistance ^ of the paymasters in a very few days. 
In the meantime I shall have the honor of laying the 
sentiments of the generals and officers commanding 
regiments and corps before Congress. They are ex- 
pressed in such a decent, candid and affecting manner, 
that I am certain every mark of attention will be paid 
to them. 

I have the honor to be your obed't serv't, 

G^ WASHINGTON. 
Major-General Heath. 



From Robert Morris to Grovernor Livingston. 

Office of Finance, July llA, 178a 
Sir, — I do myself the honor to inclose to your Ex- 
cellency a state of the public accounts, balanced on the 
labt day of June, 1783. A view of these accounts will 
render it unnecessary to make many observations. 
On the states I am to rely for payment of the antici- 
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pations, amounting, as you will see, to more than a 
million. And you will observe that this great anticipa- 
tion has been made for that service which all affect to 
have so much at heart — a payment to the American 
army. If they had received no pay daring the year 
1783, 1 might have perhaps have been spared the neces- 
sity of this application, because it is probable that the 
taxes, even as they are now collected, might have ab- 
sorbed such anticipations as I should then have been 
obliged to make. 

Much pains have been taken to inculcate the idea 
that we have funds in Europe ; those funds which we 
had there are exhausted, and the general apprehension 
that no proper funds here will be provided has cut off 
all hopes from that quarter. 

The question has frequently and industriously been 
asked, what becomes of the monies which are paid in 
taxes 1 I have furnished the means of judging as to 
those which reach the public treasury, to every man 
employed in the administration of government in the 
several states, for my acounts have been regularly 
transmitted. And I would not have mentioned the 
insinuation had it not been for the purpose of observing 
that it is incumbent on all those who are desirous' of 
forwarding a collection of taxes, to show a fair appro- 
priation, and not sufler groundless clamors to distnib the 
public mind. It has been said that there is no neces- 
sity of urging the collection of taxes now, because the 
notes given to the army are not payable in less than six 
months. This again, is an assertion, whose mischier- 
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008 operation is levelled at the very vitals of our credit 
One month of that time is already expired with res- 
pect to all those notes which have been already issued. 
They are not the only notes in circulation. Notes are 
not the only modes of anticipation, which have been 
adopted ; and it is a serious fact that unless more rig- 
orous measures take place, the credit of all notes, and 
of everything else, must be destroyed. But this is not 
aE Supposing, a moment, that the notes given to our 
army were the only object whose credit was to be at- 
tended to. Can any reasonable man imagine that they 
could be of any use if the payment were to depend on 
taxes which are not to be collected until the notes were 
due 1 I have not been wanting on my part in pointing 
out from time to time the mischiefs which must ensue 
from neglect The applications have met vidth inat- 
tention which personally I have disregarded, but which 
I could not but feel from the consequences involved in 
it Again, in compliance with the duty I owe to the 
United States, I call for that aid to which they are 
entided to. And on this occasion I take leave to ob- 
serve that the moment is very fast approaching which 
is to determine whether America is entitled to the 
appellation of Just, or whether those who have con- 
standy aspersed her character are to be believed. 

With perfect respect I have the honor to be, sir, 
your Excellency's most obedient and humble servant, 

ROBT MORRIS. 
His Excellency, the Governor of New Jersey. 
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From Robert Morris to Governor Livingston. 

Office of Finance, July 28th, 178a 
Sir, — Having already transmitted the public accounts 
from the commencement of my adminbtration to the 
first day of this month, I shall not trouble your Excel- 
lency with a repetition of them. But I must pray your 
indulgence while I make a few observations. Perhaps 
this letter may contain too much of egotism, but your 
candor will excuse me when the motive is known. If 
I have rendered any services to the United States they 
have been derived from the generous confidence of my 
countrymen. This confidence must not be abused, and 
if it be lost my utility is at an end. 

The accounts will shew to any informed and reflect- 
ing mind that the public monies were economically 
applied, and if farther proof were necessary I could 
appeal to the honorable delegates in Congress, who 
have every opportunity of investigation. I might also 
appeal to the clamors against me for opposing claims I 
could not properly comply with. Long have I been 
the object of enmities derived from that origin. I have 
therefore the right to consider such clamors and such 
enmities as the confession and the evidence of my care 
and attention. 

But, sir, from the same accounts, it will appear that 
on the thirtieth day of June last, my payments had 
exceeded the amount of my receipts by more than a 
million of dollars. How indeed could it be otherwise, 
when aU the taxes brought mto the treasury since 1781 
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did not amount to seven hnndred and fifty thousand 
dollars. I have been propelled to this heavy anticipa- 
tion by an earnest desire to relieve our army by the 
General's warm representations on the subject, and, 
above all, by the directions of Congress and their assu- 
Tances of support. The enclosed letter to them wiU 
shew my desire to reduce our expences. But while I 
urge the reduction of expence, it is equally my duty to 
urge an increase of revenue. If I have been a faithfol 
steward of what was entrusted to me, if more became 
necessary than I ever received, and if urged by that 
necessity I have anticipated the receipts, surely I am in 
the strictest line of propriety when I loudly call for 
reUef. Every one must know that the paper I have 
circulated will lose its value unless punctually redeemed. 
The several receivers are indeed instructed to exchange 
it But what can that instruction avail if specie be 
not placed in their hands for the purpose 1 and how 
can that be effected but by a vigorous collecdon of 
taxes T 

I know that my solicitude on this subject will be 
charged to improper motives, when I urge a reduction 
of expenses, it will be said that I wish to impair the 
strength and lessen the respectability of our country. 
Far other wishes swell my bosom, but I have been 
driven into a conviction that the necessity of strength 
and the advantages of reputation are not yet sufficiently 
felt and understood by all the members of our federal 
union. 

My present caD for taxes has also been anticipated 
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by a slanderous report that I have speculated on this 
very paper which I urge the redempticm of. Most 
solemnly I declare that I have been never concerned, 
directly or indirectly, in any such speculation. If there 
be a man in the world who knows any instance to dis- 
prove what I say, let him step forth with the accusation. 
No, sir, the object is in no wise a personal one to me, I 
only advocate the interest and reputation of America. 
If, with a view to injure me, the attempt is made to 
violate my engagements, the malice will be defeated ; 
but at the same time let it be remembered that the 
country which will not support feithful servants can 
never be faithfully served. Guilt and desperation wiU 
ever pant for scenes of tumuh and disorder, oflSce will 
ever excite envy, and malevolence delight in slandering 
tales. Is it then to be wondered at that my foes are 
numerous 1 Believe me, sir, if their attempts had only 
effected me and mine they should have been rQceived 
in the same silence which has buried many other 
wrongs. But on the present occasion it becomes my 
duty to delineate their baneful influence. 

Pains are taken to cover with infamy all those who 
discount the public paper. The natural effect of this 
measure is to prevent those men from meddling with it 
who, from a regard to their own reputations, would do 
the business on moderate terms. Hence it follows that 
the holders cannot obtain so much for their paper as they 
otherwise might Hence again an additional clamor, 
and of course an additional loss to the possessors. On 
the basis of the depreciation is founded an argument to 
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ptevent the redempticm. By these meaas the public 
credit is totalty mined, and the government becomes 
chargeable with flagrant injustice. No fiitare anticipa- 
tions can be made to supply iJhe most urgent wants, and 
in die whole proceeding those are made the victims who 
confided in the feith of government 

The attempt therefore, by this slander, to injure me is 
an injury to those who have received my paper, and in 
every instance where they have joined in propagating 
the repwt they have joined their enemies to phmder 
themselves. Let me no Icmg^ intrude on your Excel* 
lenc/s patience than to declare my conviction that the 
states might easily fulfil fur more extensive engagements 
than those which I have made on their account Not- 
withstanding every insinuation, I will continue my 
efforts for the purpose, and, though base minds should 
reiterate their charges, I will persist in my duty and 
defy their malice. 

With perfect respect, I have the hcmor to be, sir, your 
Excellency's most obedient and humble servant, 

ROBT. MORRIS. 
His Excellency, the Governor of New Jersey. 

From Elias Boudinot to the Chairman of Joint Meeting. 

Princeton, October 38tli, 178a 

Sib,— My time in the chair of Congress having just 

expired, and the seventh year of my expulsion from my 

house and estate completed (the greater part of which 

has been devoted to die public service) whereby my 
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private afiairs are become totally deranged, shall I 
beg the favour of you, sir, to make known my request in 
the most respectful manner, to the honorable the Legis- 
lature of this state, in their joint meeting for their per- 
mission to retire to private life ; and at the same time to 
assure them of the deep sense I retain of the honors I 
have received from them by the repeated trusts reposed 
in me. My highest ambition has been to serve my 
country in her distress. This I have endeavoured to do 
to the utmost of my power, and if at any time I have 
fiadled in so important a duty for want of abiUties, it has 
be^n made ^p by the most unfeigned integrity. If 
those services have been acceptable to my country, I 
shall receive a most ample reward. ' 

Suffer me in the most respectful manner to congrat- 
ulate you, sir, and the legislature, on the accomplishment 
of the honorable and glorious peace with which my 
administration has been honored. I mean not by this 
request to embarass public measures, but as peace is at 
least so firmly established, and the serving our country 
the highest honor to which any citizen can now aspire^ 
there can be no doubt of a choice of candidates to fill 
90 distinguished an office. 

May the best of heaven's blessings descend on the 
l^iriature, and may all their councils be directed to ac- 
complish the true interests of this happy republic ; and 
be assured that in whatever situation divine Providence 
may think proper to place me, I shall never cease to 
pray for their prosperity. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect and 
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esteem, your most obedient and very humble ser- 
vant, 

ELIAS BOUDINOT. 
Hon'ble Chairman of the Joint Meeting of the Le^ 
latnre. 



William Livingston to the Legislature. 

Trenton, November 8tli, 178a 

Gentlemen, — I am very sensibly affected with the 
honor conferred on me by the representatives of the 
good' people of New Jersey, in appointing me to so 
eminent and important an office as that of Grovemor of 
this state. The fisivorable opinion which they are 
pleased to entertain of my abilities, and the great con- 
fidence they repose in my integrity by such appoint- 
ment, deserves my warmest acknowledgments. How 
much soever they may happen to find themselves mis- 
taken in the first, I assure them that I am determined to 
merit th^ latter ; and I hope by the more diligent appli- 
cation and greater industry in promoting the common 
weal, in some measure to atone for the defect of bri^ter 
talents and more extensive knowledge. 

WILL. LIVINGSTON. 
Hon'ble LegisUture of New Jersey. 
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From the PreHdent of Congress to Governor 
Livingston. 

ADnapoliSy December 23d, 1783, 
Sir, — I am directed by Congress to inform your Ex- 
cellency '' that the safety, honor and good faith of the 
*" United States require the immediate attendance of 
*' your delegates in Congress. That there have not 
'^ been during the sitting of Congress at this place 
"* more than seven states represented, viz. Massachu- 
" sets, Rhode Island, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Mary- 
^ land, Virginia and North Carolina, and most of these 
*" by two delegates only, and that the ratification of the 
'' definitive treaty and several other matters of great 
" national concern are now pending before Congress 
'* which require the utmost dispatch, and to which 
" the assent of at least nine states is necessary.'' 

I have the honor to be, with the highest respect, your 
Excellency's ob't and h'ble serv't, 

THOMAS MIFFLIN. 
His Excellency, the Governor of New Jersey. 



From the President of Congress to Governor 
Livingston. 

Aiuii4K>li8, December 24th, 1783. 
Sir, — I had the honor to write to your Excellency 
on the 23d November informing you that that the defi- 
nitive treaty had arrived, and that the last article of it 
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declares that it should be ratified and exchanged within 
six months from the signature. 

Yesterday I again wrote to your Excellency by order 
of Ccmgress informing you that only seven states were 
represented in Congress, viz. Massachiisetts, Rhode 
Island, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, "Vtrginia 
and North Garohaa, and that the ratification of the 
definitive treaty and several other matters of the great- 
est consequence were delayed by a want of a represen- 
tation of nine states. My letter of yesterday w^s 
forwarded by the post, but as Congress are strongly im- 
pressed with an apprehension that the time mentioned 
in the definitive treaty will elapse before a representa- 
tion of nine states can be obtained, and as such a repre- 
sentation cannot tak6 place unless New Jersey and 
Connecticut send on their delegates, they have in- 
structed me to write to you by express, and to urge in 
the strongest terms the importance of an immediate 
representation in Congress from the state of New 
Jersey. 

Let me, therefore, earnestly entreat your Excellency 
to use your influence on this important point, that the 
consequences to be expected from the want of an im- 
mediate representation of nine states may not be 
imputable to your state, which on every former occa- 
sion has exerted herself with so much honor and repu- 
tation. 

New Hampshire has but one member attending, and 
there is no probability of a representation of that state 
in less than six weeks. 
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New York has no delegates in Congress nor can it 
be represented in many weeks. 

South Carolina has one member attending, one of 
the delegates from that state is in ill-health at Philadel- 
phia, his attendance is uncertain. 

By letters from Georgia, we find there is no proba- 
bility of a representation from thence this winter. 
From this view of our situation your Excellency will 
observe that the ratification of the definitive Treaty in 
proper time depends upon the immediate exertions of 
New Jersey and Connecticut 

I should be glad to know from your Excellency by 
the return of this express at what time we may expect 
a representation from your state. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest respect and 
esteem, your Excellency's ob't and h'ble servant, 

THOMAS MIFFLIN. 

His Excellency, Governor Livingston. 

N. B. — Near 4 months have elapsed since the defini- 
tive treaty was signed, and the ratifications are to be 
exchanged in Paris within six months. 



From Oovemor Livingston to the Legislature. 

Trenton, Oct 34, 1784. 
Gbntlehen, — My appointment by so respectable a 
body as*the representatives of this state, to the import- 
ant office J[0f the Chitf Magistrate in it, ded^rves my 
wannest gratitude, especiaUy as the repetition of it, 
afber the experience of some years is the strongest proof 
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of the favorable opinion which the good people of New 
Jersey mast have been pleased to entertain of my fidel- 
ity in the administration of the government, and I can 
assure them that it is rather the honoar derived from 
the incontestible testimony of their fisivorable sentiments 
concerning me, and the jrieasnre I take in serving the 
public, than from any pecuniary motives, that L accept 
of the appointmenn Upon this, I wish them to be 
persuaded, that with respect to integrity and diligence 
(however they may happen to be disappointed as to my 
talents or abilities,) they will not be deceived in their 
expectations. 

WILL. LIVINGSTON. 
Hon'ble the Legislative Council and Gen'l Assembly of 
the State of New Jersey in Joint Meeting. 



From the Secretary of Congress to the Qovemar. 

Office of the Secretary of Congress, > 
Augast 24th, 1786. \ 

Sir, — I beg leave to remmd your Excellency that all 

the calls which Congress have heretofore made on the 

states for money or supplies have been on this express 

condition, that the sums or supplies assessed should not 

be considered as the proportipn of any state, but^that 

being paid or furnished, they should be placed to their 

respective credits, bearing an interest of six per^cent 

per annum, until the quotas should be finally ascertained 

and adjusted by the Congress of the United States, 

agreeably to the eighth of the articles of the confede- 
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ration. And if then it should appear that any state 
had assessed more than its just quota, it should continue 
to receive interest on the surplus, and if less, it should 
be charged interest on the deficiency until by a future 
tax, such deficiency shall be justly adjusted. 

From the progress that is made in settling the ac* 
counts between the United States and individual states 
and private creditors within the same, and the measures 
taken to hasten and facilitate the progress of such 
settlement, there is reason to hope, that this great work 
will soon be completed. And as almost every state 
seems to think its advances have exceeded its just pro- 
portion, it is therefore become necessary and essential 
to the harmony of the Union that Congress should be 
furnished with the means of settling the proportion to 
be borne by each state, as well as of the general ex- 
penses of the war, and the requisitions made since the 
conclusion thereof, as the sums which may from time to 
time be requisite for the common defence and general 
welfare. To this end I beg leave to call your attention 
to sundry acts of Congress on this subject, which you 
will find enclosed, viz : One passed the 20th of Febru- 
ary, 1782, which is founded on this consideration, that 
the states having been variously afiected by the war, 
the rule of confederation strictiy adhered to might not 
produce that equal justice which is desirable in this 
important object. One of the 17th February, 1783, 
which calls for a return of the quantity of land in each 
state, granted to or surveyed for any person, the number 
of buildings thereon, distinguishing dwelling houses 
23 
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from other buildings, and the number of inhabitants, 
distinguishing white from black : and one of the 18th 
April, 1783, recommending an alteration of the eighth 
of the articles of Confederation and perpetual union, 
and the adoption of a new rule of ascertaining the 
quotas of the states. This is comprehended in the act, 
and is a part of the plan at that time recommended to 
the states for restoring and supportmg public credit ; 
for obtaining permanent and adequate funds to dis- 
charge the interest and principal of the debt contracted 
and for providing for the future exigencies of the Union. 
The necessity of a rule to apportion the common ex- 
pense, and the difficulties, delays and expense in the 
way of obtaining that pointed out by the Confederation, 
induced Congress to recommend that change ; and the 
rather as the number of inhabitants, at lease of the 
white inhabitants, is required for other purposes of the 
confederation. Besides, it was conceived that this rule 
would do more justice and produce less discontents 
among the states, and although not altogether free 
from objections, that it was liable to fewer than any 
other that could be devised, and therefore that the 
application of it to ascertain the quotas of the state, 
would supercede the necessity and save the expense and 
trouble of making a valuation of the lands with the 
buildings and improvements thereon. 

The favorable reception this recommendation has 
met with induces a belief that this alteration will be 
finally adopted. By examining the files in this office I 
find that eight states have agreed to it, namely, Massa- 



Digitized by 



Google 



1785.] EXECUTIVE FROM 1776 TO 178G. 355 

chusetts, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Penn- 
sylvania, Maryland, Virginia, and North Carolina ; and 
it is suggested that other states have adopted it, although 
the returns are not lodged in this office. But if all the 
states had agreed to adopt it, still it would be necessary 
for them to proceed a step further, and to make returns 
of their respective numbers before Congress can apply 
the rule. I must therefore request that your Excellency 
would be pleased to bring this subject again under the 
view of the Legislature of your state, and earnestly 
recommend to them, as they have authorized their del- 
egates to subscribe and ratify the alteration recom- 
mended, to take speedy and effectual measures for 
numbering the inhabitants and make a return thereof 
to Congress. With respect to the other part of the 
plan contained in the act of the 18th of April, as it is 
not the immediate object of this letter, I shall only refer 
to the address which accompanied it, and which you 
will find enclosed, and beg leave to add this single ob- 
servation, that every day's delay increases the embar- 
rassments of the Union ; and experience evinces how 
well Congress were founded in the opinion they gave 
on the 12th of February, 1783: "That the establish- 
ment of permanent and adequate funds in taxes or 
duties which shall operate generally and on the whole 
in just proportion throughout the United States, are 
indispensably necessary towards doing complete justice 
to the public creditors, and for restoring public credit. 

I will not at present detain you farther than to re* 
quest that your Excellency will be pleased to favour 



Digitized by 



Google 



356 CORRESPONDENCE OF THE NEW JERSEY [1785. 

me with an answer that I may be enabled to make 
report and discharge the duty required by the enclosed 
ordinance for regulating the office of Secretary of 
Congress. . 

With the greatest respect I have the honor to be 
your ExceUency's most obedient and humble servant, 

CHA8 THOMSON. 
His Excellency, the Governor of the State of New 
Jersey. 

From Benjamin Thompson to Oovernor Livingston. 
Commissioner's Office, Newark, October 22d, 1785. 

Sir, — Congress, since the appointment of commb- 
sioners to the several states for the purpose of bringing 
the public accounts to a final settlement, have in the 
most pressing terms repeatedly enjoined it on the com- 
missioners to proceed in the various duties assigned 
them with th,e utmost expedition possible. Anxious to 
fulfill their intentions by a faithfiil discharge of the 
trust committed to my care, and impressed with the im- 
portance of the business as well to the general interests 
of the union, as to the particular interests of this state, 
I have not, I flatter myself, been deficient in diligence 
or attention towards the accomplishment of this much 
wished for object 

The' extensive claims of the individuals of this state, 
and the impatience of the claimants to obtain final set- 
tlements, have hitherto engrossed my whole time and 
application, and rendered me incapable of any cog^- 
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zance of the general charges of the state. This 
business, however, from the considerable progress 
already made, I have good reason to expect will nearly 
close with the present year. It therefore now becomes 
my duty to address your Excellency, as the supreme 
executive authority of the state, on the important sub- 
ject of the state charges against the union, whereon I 
must earnestly solicit, that your Excellency wiU repre- 
sent to the Legislature at their ensuing meeting the 
necessity of speedily adopting some mode of coUecting 
and bringing forward all such accounts of expenditures 
supplies and services made and rendered on the part of 
this state for account of the United States, as consist- 
ently with the acts and resolutions of Congress may be 
deemed proper charges ; stated under their several 
heads and accompanied with the necessary vouchers to 
their support, conformably to the rules and directions 
prescribed by Congress for the settlement of the public 
accounts. Whatever method, sir, the legislature may 
find expedient to collect and bring forward the state 
accounts for liquidation and settlement, some time I 
presume must unavoidably elapse before any progress 
can be made by the person or persons chained with the 
business during that period. I hope to compleat my 
circuit through the several counties of the state and 
close the settlement of individual claims. 

In full confidence, sir, that the le^lature will on 
their meeting, as soon as may be, take the subject 
of this address under consideration, and order the 
things necessary to be done thereon, I shall hold myself 
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prepared to meet their appointment and proceed on the 
business that ma)' be laid before me. 

I have the honor to l»e, most respectfully, sir, your 
most obedient and most humble servant, 

BENJ^ THOMPSON, 
Commiss'r for Acct's of New Jersey, 
His Excellency, Governor Livingston. 

From Baron Steuben to Governor Livingston. 

New York, November 13Ui, 1785. 

Sir, — Having, become the purchaser of that part of 
the estate of John Zabriskie, lying at the New-bridge, 
near Hackensack, and the term of payment being 
arrived, an order from the commissioners of the conti- 
nental treasury on the treasury of New Jersey lies 
ready for the agent whenever he shall please to call 
for it. 

Before I tuke the deeds for this place, I have to request 
the favor of your Excellenc\ to represent to the legis- 
lature, that the only lot of wood belonging to the place 
was withheld by the agent at the sale on a doubt of its 
being included in the law because it is at the distance 
of three quarters of a mile from the house, and there- 
fore could not, he supposed, be considered as "lying at 
the New-bridge," though on enquiry I find it was an 
appendage to the estate, and indeed is the only part of 
it on which there is a stick of wood ; and it was be- 
queathed to J. Zabriskie by his father along with the 
house and mill ; the lot consists of about 13 acres, it 
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was left unsold with the house and mill, though every 
other part of J. Zabriskie's estate was sold some years 
since, and being now unpossessed, great part of the 
wood is cut off, and the destruction daily increases. If 
the legislature meant to include it in the law, I must 
request that directions may be given to the agent to 
include it in the deed. If otherwise, as it is essential 
to the other part of the estate, I have to request that I 
may be permitted to purchase it at such valuation as 
may be thought just. 

Your Excellency will, I flatter myself, excuse the 
liberty I take in requesting you to represent this matter 
to the legislature, and to obtain their decision on it so 
soon as the business before them will permit. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your 
Excellency's most obed't humble servant, 

STEUBEN. 
His Excellency, Governor Livingston. 



Frotn the Secretary of Congress to Governor 
Livingston. 

Office of Secretary of Congress, \ 
November 18th, 1785. ] 

Sir, — I am sorry to inform your Excellency that not- 
withstanding it seems to be the intention of the con- 
federation that all the states should punctually assemble 
in Congress on the first Monday in November, there 
are yet but five states represented, namely, Massachu- 



Digitized by 



Google 



360 CORRESPONDENCE OF THE NEW JERSEY [1786. 

setts, New York, New Jersey, Maryland and South 
Carolina, and one member attending from Greorgia. 

The late packets from Europe have, I understood, 
brought dispatches which demand the immediate and 
attentive consideration of Congress. I beg leave to 
transmit to your Excellency herewith enclosed a copy 
of a letter which I have received from the Secretary of 
foreign affairs, and hope you will be pleased to ui^e the 
delegates from your state to come forward as speedily as 
possible. 

With the greatest respect, I have the honor to be 
your ExceUency's most obed't and most humble servant, 

CHAs THOMSON, 
His Excellency, the Governor of New Jersey. 

From Patrick Henry to the Governor of New Jersey. 

Richmond, February 2dd, 1786. 

Sir, — The General Assembly ftive appointed Ed- 
mund Randolph, James Madison, Jun., Walter Jones, 
St George Tucker, Meriwether Smith, David Ross, 
William Ronald and George Mason, Esquires, Com- 
missioners to meet others from the different states in the 
Union, at a time and place to be agreed on, for the pur- 
pose of framing such regulations of trade as may be 
Judged necessary to promote the general interest. 

I have to request your Excellency's attention to thb 
subject, and that you will be pleased to make such com- 
munications of it as may be necessary to forward the 
views of this legislature. 
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I am, with great regard, your Excellency's obedient 
servant, 

P. HENRY. 
His Excellency, the Governor of New Jersey. 



From the Secretary of Congrem to Governor Liv^ 

ingston. 

Office of Seeretary of Congress, ) 
March let, 1786. ] 

Sir, — As many states in the Union continued to be 
unrepresented in Congress, or to be represented by only 
two members, notwithstanding the many recommenda* 
tions of Congress for remedying these defects, particu- 
larly those of 1st of November, 1783, and the 19th of 
April, 1784; and as from the want of a complete 
representation, the great interests of the Union had 
frequently been, and continued to be, neglected or de- 
layed, and the coitfederation itself or the administration 
thereof might be considered as the cause of evils which 
solely resulted from an incomplete representation, Con- 
gress judging it incumbent upon them to prevent opin- 
ions so derogatory to their honor, and so dangerous to 
the public welfare, did on the 17th of August last, pass 
a resolve whereby it became the duty of the Secretary 
of Congress once in every month to transmit to the 
Legislatures of the respective states a list of the states 
represented, and of those unrepresented in Congress, 
and of the members from each state. The olgect of 
this resolution was, that effectual measures might from 
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time to time be taken by such states as were unrepre- 
sented or represented only by two members, to remedy 
these defects. 

In the execution of this duty I have had the honor 
every month since of transmitting to your Excellency 
a monthly statement of the representation of the states 
in Congress to be laid before your Legislature. The 
statement which accompanies this, and which I have 
to request the favor of your Excellency to communi- 
cate to the Legislature, is for the month of February 
last. By this and the three other statements transmitted 
since the meeting of Congress on the first Monday in 
November last, your Excellency and the Legislature will 
see that there has not been for a single day, a number 
of states assembled sufticient to proceed on the great 
business of the Union : indeed, for half the time, not a 
number sufficient to do more than to adjourn from day 
to day. 

With the greatest respect, I have' the honor to be 
your Excellency's most obedient and most humble 
servant, 

CHA« THOMSON. 
His Excellency, the Governor of New Jersey, 



From the Secretary of Congress to the Governor. 

Office of Secretary of Congress, ) 
April 22d, 1788. \ 

Sir,— In obedience to the order of Congress I have 
the honor to transmit to your Excellency herewith 
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enclosed copies of the Treaties which the United 
States in Congress assembled have, by their conmiis- 
^sioners, entered into with the Shawanese, Cherokee, 
Choctaw, and Chickasaw Indian nations. 

Considering how much the security, comfort, and 
happiness of the frontier settlements depend on being 
at peace with the neighboring Indians, and how im> 
portant it is to the whole confederacy, that the savages 
on our borders be impressed with a sacred regard for 
treaties, and with a firm, unshaken confidence in our 
justice, honor, and national faith, solemnly pledged, I 
have no doubt but your Excellency will exert the 
means in your power to enforce a due observance of 
the several articles of these treaties, so far as they con- 
cern your state or relate to the conduct of its citizens. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your Ex- 
cellency's most obedient and most humble servant, 

CHA^ THOMSON. 
His Excellency, the Governor of New Jersey. 
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